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aBBTKACT

In t-h-t E study an attempt has been made to analyze the social
organization and social process of an independent Negro village:

its

historical origin, its social, cultural, and economic characteristics,
and the race relations existing between the whites and the Negroes.

The primary purpose throughout the study has been to realistically

present the sociology of rural Negro life as it actually exists in
this Negro village.

Bertrandville, the independent Negro village studied in the summer
of 1935, is at present a line-village type of settlement located on the

western side of Bayou Lafourche, in the seventh ward of the parish of

Assumption.

It covers an area of exactly one mile in length which is

laid out along the inside curve of a long bend in the course of the
bayou.

The center of this area converges at the original and principal

lane of the village, Bertrand Lane, which has a depth of approximately

one-quarter of a mile.

The main road, running through the village and

parallel to the bayou, is a concrete State highway which divides the
parish.

Within this area live 85 families comprising a total popula

tion of 393 persons.
All heads of households in the designated area were personally

interviewed, and the information received was recorded on an individual
schedule for each household.

The information thus acquired was supple

mented by numerous other personal interviews with various natives of

the village as well as with a number of aged white persons intimately

familiar with the origin and early history of the settlement.

The population of Bertrandville is composed of a stable and
immobile group.

There has been a serious depopulation by migration

of heads of households under and up to the 35-year age grouping, with

results that one out of every three households falls in the age
classification of sixty years and over.

This has had a pronounced

effect on the birth rate as revealed by the low fertility ratio and

the scarcity of children under five.

The large number of dependents

has placed upon the shoulders of the Bertrandville Negroes in the pro
ductive years of life a much heavier burden than on the Negroes of the
state and the Nation.

The population is characterized by a high per

centage of home owners and is a much legally married and religious one,
with the conservative Catholic religion predominating.

Agriculture was the principal source of occupation; the cultiva
tion and harvesting of sugar cane, corn, and rice furnished employment
for the large majority of the village Negroes.

Twelve heads of house

holds were classed as farm operators, most of whom, however, supple
mented this type of work by hiring out on plantations during the rush
cane-cutting season.

Sporadic periods of employment were the lot of quite a number of

heads of households in 1935.

Over one-third of the heads were at one

time or another idle from two to six months during the year.
•«>

The median monetary income per household in 1935 was §250.00,
while the median total expenditures for the same year were §169.00 per
household.

The four-person household living in a three-room house was typical

of this village.

In their cultural and institutional developments,

these Negroes have borrowed to a great extent from the dominant French

culture of the area.

The influence of the French and Acadian type of

family organization, the social control exerted by the Catholic religion
with its uncompromising moral code, coupled with the social inheritance
of the way of life of the French-speaking people have developed these

Negroes into a tranquil, conservative, God-fearing, law-abiding popula
tion, diametrically different from the stereotype rural Negroes of the

South as a whole.

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The Habitat and the People.

An observant person driving along

certain sections of the highways of South Louisiana, following the
winding bayous, would probably be impressed by the peculiar type of

settlement pattern found among the Negroes.

Driving slowly, he would

notice that as the highway curved to follow the bend of the bayou, his

attention would often be attracted to a group of Negroes — men, women,

and children — gathered around a few houses built facing a dirt road

running at right angle to the main highway.

If the day of the week

chanced to be Sunday and the time an early summer evening, he would be
doubly impressed by the color and style of the clothes worn.

The Negro’s

favorite colors — red, scarlet, brilliant pink, yellow, and show white —

would be, of course, very much on parade.

A spotless white garment

covering a coal-black skin accentuates the natural contrast of white
to black to such a degree that it must be seen to be appreciated-

How

ever, the keen eyes of the traveler notices that all skins are not coalblack.

The variations in shade run from black to a light tan, which in

some instances is indeed very light.

Perhaps our traveler is of an inquisitive nature, a budding socio
logist; he wants to engage in conversation with some of the inhabitants

of this peculiar type of settlement.

His car is hardly stopped when he

notices that the Negro crowd is increasing in size.

Out they come from

every hut in an almost unending procession, and soon he is surrounded

by them.

Upon inquiring as to the nature of the settlement, he is told

He finds that the road leadsto nowhere

that "It jes' is,

hat’s all."

— in fact, it is

not a road but simply a "lane" which ends with the

last house on the

row. The settlement, of course, is named for the

lane, "Johnson's Lane."
The traveler is attracted by the finery displayed and asks, "Why

is everyone dressed in his 'Sunday best'?" He is told that there is to
be a church service that evening at a little settlement about three
miles down the "pave," called "Alexander’s Lane."
’heap bigger'n Johnson's Lane."

"Oh, yes, h’it’s a

There you have two rows of huts, one

on each side of the lane, and a hall belonging to the Knights of St.

Matthews, which serves as the church.
With this information our traveler is about to resume his journey,
when suddenly there is heard a shrill piping voice emanating from the

An opening is made, and an old granny with her

rear of the crowd.

walking cane comes tottering towards the car.
"W'ite Gen’man."

She wants to talk to the

She is anxious to know "...jes when dem w'ite folks

in de Wawshin'ton guv'ment is gwina sen' de pension t'us ole folks, and
hain't it thirty dollars a month fo' me and thirty dollars a month fo’

mah ole man?

H'it betta be cornin'

soon, cuz I'se pow'ful po' and pow’ful

ole, but they betta sen' dat money sep'rate, cuz I don' truss mah ole
nigger."
Since she claims to be so old, the traveler is anxious to know her
impressions of the Civil War.

"Sho, I 'members the War, but dem Yankees

ain't done me no good cuz I ain't no ord'nary nigger.

fam'ly.

Cap'n Joe

I'se of a notable

, a w'ite planter long time daid was ^ah
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paw.

No, ef’n Cap’n Joe wuz livin’, Ah wouldn’t had to ast no guv'ment

fo’ pension money, cuz he tuk care o’ his cullud Chilian jes’ lak his

w’ite ’uns."

Our traveler digs into his pocket, gives her a few nickels,

reassures her about the Washington situation and hastens his departure

before there forms a procession of grannies coming up for the "touch."
Purpose.

This thesis represents the essence of a study in which

an attempt is made to analyze the social organization and social process

of an independent Negro village:

its historical origin, its social,

cultural, and economic characteristics, and the race relations existing

between the whites and Negroes.
Experience and training leads me to believe that the traditional

approach to this type of study — devoting about one paragraph to cover
the entire social, economic, and cultural background of a- people, then

plunging foremost into a statistical analysis of the present population,
is not by any means always conducive to a real understanding of the

actual situation, much less the raison d’etre of that situation.
Because of the importance attached in this type of investigation

to the cultural bases and background, the major part of the secondchapter is devoted to a rather thorough history of ante bellum Assumption

Parish treated from an economic as well as a social and cultural point
of view.

Scope.

Bertrandville, the independent Negro village studied in

the summer of 19S5, is at present a line-village type of settlement
located on the western side of Bayou Lafourche, in the seventh ward

of the parish of Assumption.

It covers an area of exactly one mile
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in length which is laid out along the inside curve of a long bend in

the course of the bayou.

The center of this area converges at the

original and principal lane of the village, Betrand Lane, which has

a depth of approximately one-quarter of a mile.

The main road, run

ning through the village and parallel to the bayou, is a concrete

State highway which divides the parish.

Within this area live 85

families comprising a total population of 395 persons.

Method.

All heads of households in the designated area were

personally interviewed, and the information received was recorded
on an individual schedule for each household.

The information thus ac

quired res supplemented by numerous other personal interviews with

various natives of the village as well as a number of aged white per

sons intimately familiar with the origin and early history of the settle
ment.

These people furnished valuable historical and sociological data.

The first 18 years of ny life were spent in rather close proximity

to this specific Negro village, while living in Plattenville, a small

white settlement located on the eastern side of Bayou Lafourche about
one-half mile north of Bertrandville.

The knowledge concerning this

village absorbed during the course of a lifetime as well as the per
sonal acquaintance of practically every Negro in the village proved

valuable.
Generally speaking, it appears that there is about as much
difference in interviewing a white man and a Negro as the existing

difference in the color of the two races.

One is almost tempted to

formulate the hypothesis that the lighter the color of the Negro, the

-5-

more intelligible are his answers and the lesser the degree of credu
lity and reluctance show — and, vice versa.

Such a generalization

would, of course, show some variation, nevertheless, it would hold

true for this particular village.^
The question of old age pension was a topic that was foremost

in the minds of all middle-aged Negroes — in fact, a wild rumor was

current in the village that a census was being taken of the old people
eligible for pension.

Today an increasing number of Negroes have a

different attitude toward government relief than did their forefathers
of reconstruction days.

While the newly-freed Negroes of 1865 would

have been highly pleased with a Christmas present from the Federal

government of "forty acres and a mule" this present progeny would much
prefer to receive a second hand car to a second hand mule and forty

dollars a month than forty acres of land.
In a few instances the interviewer had not seen a number of the

inhabitants of the village for as long a period as ten years.

Natural

ly,quite a change had taken place in the physical appearance of these

Negroes as well as himself.

A number of them were almost totally

blind while others were very hard of hearing.

exhibited a keen retentive memory.

Nevertheless, they all

The interviewer followed the pro

cedure of simply introducing himself as one born and reared within two

J-The studies of G. 0. Ferguson, "The Mental Status of the American
Negro," Scientific Monthly, Vol. 12 (June, 1921), p. 555, and E. B.
Reuter, "The Superiority of the Mulatto," American Journal of Sociol°££>
Vol. 25 (1917). pp. 85-106, have shown that the greater the infusion of
white blood into the Negro the higher is his intelligence quotient.
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miles of the village, and letting the Negro identify him — a rela
tively easy problem for most of them.

Old Scott Frederick identified

me by my walk.
"You know, Ah seen you cornin’ way yonder an’ Ah tole Buckshot,

Ah says, 'Buckshot, if dat ain’t Mister Henry's boy he sho' walks lak

•iml'"
Then old Buckshot would reply, ’’H’ain’t h'it so, h’ain’t h’it so.

You wurking fer de guv'ment, eh?”
Informing him that I was employed by the State University, he in
quired, "Who dat?...the universy... the universy.. .Ah see, Ah see, thet’s

fer Guv’ner Long, dat place."
To most of the old Negroes the interviewer was still a boy.

Call

ing on his old friend Amzie — the number one village midwife for the
past fifty-five years as well as a raconteuse par excellence who re

lates some very interesting stories (not to be repeated here) arising
during the course of her long professional career — he was greeted:
"Boy, how you done changed...I do dee-clare you is the plum very image

of yore pa,...etc., etc."

Old Irene Johnson, a former slave and another old friend of the
family was worried lest I contracted fever being bareheaded in the hot

summer sun.

"Boy, where's yo’ hat?

git de brain-fever."

Git out o’ dat hot sun befo' you

I replied that I probably did not have enough

brain to contract the brain-fever.

She answered, perhaps t propos,

"You is got 'nuff aw-right cuz h't don’ takes a heap o’ brain to git
de brain-fever."

Noticing my premature loss of hair she exclaimed,

-7-

"Lawsy, chile, where’s yore hairs don' gwan -to?"

Addressing her old

near-sighted husband, "VJillyum, look at mah boy...where is dem cu'lls
you us’ta have when Ah was wurking for M’am Henry and you wuz a baby?"

Then Irene started preaching a sermon.
right an*

’tending church reg’lar?

yore paw us’ta be.

"Boy, is you been li’bing

Ah ’spec’ you is jes*

’bout lak

H’it tuk yore maw a heap of time to make yore paw

a chu’ch ’tending member...etc., etc.

T’anks fer the ’bacco change,

and 'member wat Ah tole you ’bout de good Lawd, and git you a hat to

put on yo' haid.... Good day and keep the faith."

And one of her ad

monitions was followed — wearing a hat.
Limitation. A purely objective analysis of race relations between

whites and Negroes, by a member of either race, is most desirable but

also most difficult.

The writer realizes that he has a traditional

background which in spite of honest efforts may have unconsciously

colored some aspects of his thoughts of the Negro race.

He has attempted,

nevertheless, to approach the study from an impersonal point of view.

The following pages are devoted to a treatment of racial and cul
tural characteristics, followed by an analysis of the population of

Bertrandville.

CHAPTER II

RACIAL AND CULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS

Racial Importance.

The questions of race and race relations have

from the early beginning been closely interwoven in the history and
developments of the United States of America.

Of all races in Ameri

can civilization, the Negro has been, and still is, the subject of
the greatest source of controversy.

As a result of the struggle

over the innocent Negro, the pages of American history bear witness

to the most bitter and acrimonious debates, which eventually brought
about a fratricidal conflict.

One may well say that the plantation

system which formed the basis of American slavery brought us the

Negro

and that the fanaticism of the social planners of that age —

the southern "fire eaters" and the extreme northern abolitionists —■
sowed the seeds of hatred and "mind sets" which bloomed in the form
of a Civil War and its aftermath, "the Age of Hate."

Time and genera

tions have only ameliorated but not obliterated our heritage, "preju
dices" and "stereotypes" in race relations.

Emigration from the South.

Following the turbulent reconstruction

period, the bewildered Negro slowly began to regain his disrupted equilibrum.

However, by 1879, thousands of Negroes were ready to answer

the call of two of their leaders — "Pop" Singleton of Tennessee and

^Strictly speaking the first Negroes to reach the colony in 1619
were not slaves. They were obtained from a Dutch privateer in exchange
for provisions. Put to work on public lands to help support the gover
nor and other officials of the colony, they were designated as servants,
"Negro servants" and "were accepted on the same conditions governing
indentured servants brought from England." Willis D. Weatherford and
Charles S. Johnson, Race Relations, Boston (1934), p. 104, who cite
James 0. Ballagh, A History of Slavery in Virginia.
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Henry Adams of Louisiana, to migrate to the newly opened lands of
Kansas and Indiana.S

This "exodus" was followed by a small but con

stant stream of migration into the principal cities of the urbanized
South.
The World War initiated the next major "exodus" of Negroes from

the South, and this time their destination was to the "promised land,"

the northern cities.

With European migration at a standstill, the

ever expanding Industries turned to the surplus Negro labor of the
South as a possible source of labor supply.

Coincidental with these

conditions in the North, economic conditions in the South were at a
very low ebb.

The blight of the boll weevil coupled with adverse

Ibid., p. 333; Cf. A. Fortier, Louisiana (Atlanta, 1909), I,
pp. 400-401. In his treatment of Negro exodus from the South, A.
Fortier writes as follows:
"On April 17, 1879, a colored convention
composed, according to the call of ’clergymen, teachers and social
directors,’ met in New Orleans, about 200 delegates being present, of
whom it is said one-third were colored preachers. Quite a number were
blacks who had been brought to the city from rural districts of the
state as witnesses in political trials...Probably the most extreme
utterances and demands came from the colored convention which assembled
at Nashville, Tenn., May 7, with a number of delegates from the Northern
states present. It demanded for the colored people social and political
equality as a right; recommended the several state legislatures to enact
laws for a compulsory system of education; opposed separate schools as
injurious to both races, inasmuch as they tended to foster color preju
dices; and adopted a resolution ’that it is the sense of this conference
that the colored people should emigrate to those states and territories
where they can enjoy all the rights which are guaranteed by the laws
and constitution of the United States, and enforced by the executive
departments of such states and territories; and we ask of the United
States an appropriation of $500,000 to aid in the removal of our people
from the South.'....Kansas seemed to be the goal of the emigrants, the
first of whom reached that state early in April, and by the end of the
year there were added to the population some 40,000 Negroes, about ten
per cent of whom had come from Louisiana'. Many of these hung about
Topeka and other towns, and showed themselves incapable and unwilling
to try to provide for themselves.’ A Freedmen's relief association was
organized soon after the arrival of the first immigrants and within a
year it had contributed about $150,000 toward the support of the blacks."
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climatic conditions had spread to the very core of the "Black Belt,"

causing depression and despair.

Because of these conditions rural

Negroes had flocked to southern towns and cities in considerable

number.

In these centers of population, large and small, labor agents

of northern industries preached the gospel of higher wages and economic

betterment to be found in the North.

To these alluring appeals the

Negro responded en masse, and it was not until the end of the war that

the migration checked itself.

By 1923, favorable economic conditions

in the North caused a second migration, but on a much smaller scale
than the first one.

Of the migrants who went North, a large number,

who were incapable of adjusting themselves to the new environment,

returned South.
Commenting on the significance of this migration, Charles S.
Johnson has called attention to the fact that "the movement to the

North is perhaps a much deeper symptom of the declining importance of
agriculture than of disagreeable social relations.4
It appears that the Negro, more than the white man, has learned to

migrate to centers where economic opportunities are seemingly more at
tractive.

In fact, the growing mechanization of agriculture, with its

labor saving devices, and the emphasis toward the industrialization of
our population does not leave to the Negro very much choice in the

matter.

Emigration from Louisiana.

In the deep South, Louisiana, with a Negro

population of 776,326, or 36.9 per cent of its total population^ •—

^Weatherford and Johnsoh, op. cit., p. 347.
^Fifteenth Census of the United States: 1930, ’Population” (Wash
ington, D. C., 1932), II, p. 965.

third highest in the United States — has keenly felt the effet

this northward migration.

Geographically and historically, tw<

of Louisiana, the Sugar Cane and Delta Cotton areas character!
large'plantations, have been and still are dependent mainly upi
Negro as a source of agricultural labor supply.

A recent study, "The Growth of Population in Louisiana, li
1930," has shown that these two areas have experienced a serioi

tion of their Negro population.

Of the two, the Sugar Cane ar

eluding 11 parishes, has suffered the greater loss.

Here "the

was absolute as well as relative, the number of Negroes decree;

from 108,111 in 1890 to 92,816 in 1930, a loss of 14.1 per cen
Beginning with the twentieth centuiy the status of the ru:
gro, the so-called tenant end share cropper, has received cons;
attention.

Outstanding contributions in this field have been

of Brooks, Brannen, Stone, Johnson, Hoffsommer, Woofter, and E

With few exceptions, these and other similar studies have deal'
the Negro primarily as a tenant or cropper on the cotton planti

the South.

$T. Lynn Smith, "The Growth of Population in Louisiana, 1'
1930," Louisiana Bulletin No. 264, Louisiana Agricultural Expo:
Stations (Baton Rouge, 1935), p. 22 and passim.
^Robert Preston Brooks, "The Agrarian Revolution in Georg;
University of Wisconsin Historical Series, III (1914), pp. 393C. 0. Brannen, "Relation of Land Tenure to Plantation Organic
United States Department of Agriculture Bulletin No. 1269 (192
Alfred H. Stone, "Plantation Experiment," Quarterly Journal RgJ
XIX (1905), pp. 270-287; Charles S. Johnson, Shadow of the
(Chicago, 1934); Harold C. Hoffsommer, "Landlord-Tenant Rels-ti1
Relief in Alabama," Research Bulletin, Federal Emergency Relie;
istration (Washington, D. C., 1935); T. J. Woofter, Jr., and o'
"Landlord and Tenant on the Cotton Plantation," Research Monog
Works Progress Administration (Washington, D. C., 1936); Arthur
Raper, Preface to Peasantry (Chapel Hill, N. C., 1936).
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Differences in Sugar Cane and Delta Cotton Areas.

In general, it would

seem that the plantation economy of the cotton and sugar cane planta
tion of Louisiana should be essentially the same.

Although this is to

a certain extent true, nevertheless, important differences do exist —

differences which are especially evident in the tenure and human re
lationship between landlord and laborer.

In the first place, the

system of tenancy itself (cash tenant, share tenant,. and standing
renter without "furnishings"), as well as its pernicious modification

(share tenant and share cropper with "furnishings"), never has been,
and is not now, the typical farming system of the sugar cane plantation.

To be sure, there does exist some form of tenancy, but it is by no means
as general and as widespread as on the cotton plantations.

Furthermore,

the majority of these tenants are white persons; the Negro croppers are

few indeed.

Commenting on the scarcity of tenants in the area, most

cane planters claim that "tenancy does not pay; that the risk involved
is too great."

The day-wage system of hired labor supervised by an

overseer or at times the farm operator, himself, is the prevailing

practice.

In the second place, the so-called "paternalistic attitude"

of the cotton planter, whether real or apparent, finds its counterpart
in only a few cane planters.

Generally speaking, commercialism out

weighs paternalism in the cane area.

In contrast to the cotton plantation where the houses of the tenants
and croppers are usually scattered about the place on the various plots

of land allocated to each worker, the average sugar plantation presents

a different pattern.

Essentially,it represents a nucleated form or tyPe
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of settlement.

On the sugar plantation, the "quarters" as it is called,

usually consists of a row of cabins built in close proximity to each

other and laid out on each side of the main plantation road, either near

the sugar mill, if there is one, or a short distance behind, and to the
left or right of the farm buildings.

It is customary to have the Negroes

live among themselves as much as possible, and the whites, if any, are
usually housed nearer the front and on the opposite side of the road.

Many of the larger plantations have two separate quarters, one for
whites and another for Negroes.

Occasionally there may be found a Ne

gro church, but seldom, if ever, a Negro school, nor any other kind of
school, for that matter.

The absence of Negro schools and churches on

the vast majority of sugar plantations is partly explained by the fact
that not all of the Negroes employed on these plantations actually live

there.

In certain parishes of the cane area there are small Negro settle

ments composed of so-called independent laborers who are for the most
part common field laborers, but who, nevertheless, prefer to live off

the plantation in their own homes, or even in rented houses.

It is in

these small nucleated settlements that the Negro church is located and
also the school, if there is one.

Sugar Cane Area.

The cane area, which extends from the junction of the

Red and Mississippi Rivers and spreads out in a southeastern and south-

central direction toward the Gulf of Mexico, includes about 20 parishes.
To be more specific, 10 of these 20 parishes actually compose the major

®For a thorough treatment of this form of settlement, see A. Deman—

geon, "Geography of Rural Habitat," printed in pitirim A. Sorokin’8,
Carle C. Zimmerman’s, and Charles J. Galpin’s Systematic Source Book in
Rural Sociology (Minneapolis, 1930), I, pp. 266-304.
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sugar producing area, sometimes called the ’’sugar bowl."

In the very

heart of this area, completely surrounded by cane-growing parishes, is
located Assumption Parish, third largest cane-growing parish but rank
ing first in the number of small independent Negro settlements found

within its boundary.

Within a distance of approximately 22 miles along

both banks of Bayou Lafourche are 16 small independent Negro settle

ments, most of which originated in the early decades following the end

of the Civil War.

groes

Seven of these 16 small "lanes” are named for Ne-

who, in the reconstruction period following the Civil War,

gained political notoriety and acquired real estate property.
settlements bear the name of Frenchmen:
voiretown.

Two

namely, Bertrandville and Ri-

With the exception of Bertrandville, the remainder of these

settlements consist of hardly more than one lane usually laid out in
close proximity to a sugar plantation.

As a general rule, the lane be

gins at the main road running parallel to the bayou and extends back

usually to a distance varying from a quarter of a mile to half a mile.
A few of the more pretentious of these lanes have, in the course of time,

developed so-called "wings” established by a few Negroes, the elite of

the settlements, who bought land and built their homes on each side of
the front opening off the lane.
Viewing the lay-out of these lanes from the levee banks of the bayou
one easily notices that they either conform to the configuration of the
Namely: Browntown, Clarktown, Dorseyville, Franklinville, Lewis
ville, Rileytown, and Ewell ville. Outstanding among the seven Negroes
for whom the villages were named was Buchan B. Ewell, representative
in the State Legislature for the parish of Assumption from 1884-88. He
also served, for a number of years, as a Negro public school teacher of
the parish.
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capital letter "I" or, — if the "wings” have developed — to the
capital letter "T."

Bertrandville, the settlement studied, is an out

growth of this lane-type of settlement.

However, in order to properly

understand and appreciate the origin and raison d* etre of the Bertrand-

villo settlement, a history of ante helium Assumption Parish treating
of its economic, as well as its social and cultural characteristics, is

indispensable.

Exploration and Settlement.

The part of south Louisiana known as the

Bayou Lafourche section is historically one of the oldest divisions of
the state.

Iberville and Bienville, in March, 1699, on their first trip

up the Mississippi River stopped at the source of Bayou Lafourche which
was then known as the Bayou of the Chetimachas,^ named for the Chetimachas
Indians who were settled there.

The stream was originally one of the

outlets of the Mississippi River to the Gulf.

Because of the shape of

the river, the appellation Bayou Lafourche (fork) was given the stream
by the French.

The bayou is now dammed and no longer serves its original

purpose.
The settlement of Bayou Lafourche dates back to the middle of the

Eighteenth Century when a number of French people settled along this
stream.

Shortly afterwards, the population was increased by the in

filtration of the homeless, wandering Acadians.
From 1755 to 1765, the population, of (Louisiana) was in
creased by the migration of the exiled Acadians, who had been
torn from their homes in Acadia, and sought Louisiana over
which floated the lilied banner of France. To achieve this pur
pose they overcame many difficulties, travelled overland more
than 1000 miles through a wilderness until they reached the
Tennessee river where they hastily constructed boats and em
barked, passing from the Tennessee river to the Mississippi,
and down it to the Plaauemines Bayou, where they were met by
friends and kindness.11

ll^F. X. Martin, History ~of Louisiana (New Orleans, 1862), p. 97*
^Alcee Fortier, Louisiana (Atlanta, 1909), I, pp. 44-45.
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A number of these families settled along the Mississippi River in

the territory now comprising the parishes of St. James, St. John, and
Ascension, and along both banks of Bayou Lafourche.

The remainder

moved farther westward and settled along Bayou Teche and in the Attakapas country.-^
An early census record of 1769 estimates the population of La-

fourche at 267 persons of all ages, sex, and color.

13

At that time

the settlement extended along the bayou from the mouth (the present

site of Donaldsonville) to the present site of Thibodaux,, a distance
of approximately 35 miles.
In 1778, while Louisiana was a Spanish province, this section re

ceived an accession of population by the arrival of a number of Spanish
families, colonists brought over at the king’s expense from the Canary

Islands.

They formed the settlement known as Valenzuela.

14

to the historian, Martin,a house was built for each family.

According

They were

supplied with cattle, fowls, and farming utensils, and rations were

to be furnished them for a period of four years out of the king’s store.

Shortly after 1785, there occurred a second Acadian migration to
the Lafourche territory.

These Acadians, whom the English had previously

dumped and strewn along the Eastern Coast of the United States and the

West Indies, having heard of the good fortune of their relatives in
Louisiana, were desirous of being reunited with them.

"At the expense

of the king of France and in consequence of an arrangement between the
■■"Sidney Marchand, The Story of Ascension Parish (Donaldsonville,
J-F. X. Martin, op. cit., pp. 205-206.

Ibid., pp. 223-224.
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courts of Versailles and Madrid,” a number of them were allowed to
join such of their countrymen and relatives who had emigrated to Loui
siana.

Some of these Acadians also established themselves on Bayou

Lafourche with their brethren and among the early French and Spanish
?
15
migrants.
The entire territory along Bayou Lafourche, from Ascension Parish
at the source to the Gulf of Mexico at the mouth, including the present

parishes of Assumption, Lafourche, and Terrebonne, was long known as

Lafourche Settlement.

It was one of the twelve counties into which

the territory, was divided by the Legislative Council of 1804.

16

On

January 26, 1806, when the territorial legislature abolished the coun
ties and set up parishes in their place, Lafourche Settlement was di

vided. H

The territory nearest the Atchafalaya River and to the west

was called Assumption Parish.

population.

18

This territory contained about half the

The territory to the south on the lower part of the

^^Charles Gayarre, History of Louisiana (New Orleans, 1885), III,

pp. 170-171.
L. Carlton, "Local Government and Administration in Loui
siana," University Studies Number 19, Louisiana State University,
(Baton Rouge, 1935), p. 30.
^Ibid., p. 31, "Since the old Spanish division for religious
purposes was used very largely as the basis in fixing the boundaries
of these new areas, the term parish was applied to each of them...
As an administrative and political area, the parish has much the same
organization and functions as the county, and for practical purposes
the names might be used interchangeably."
^This included only about one-third of the actual area. The
committee appointed by the legislature was instructed to set the bound
ary between the two parishes at a point that would give approximately
an equal population to each parish. Since the banks along the upper
part of Bayou Lafourche were much more thickly settled than its lower
reaches, Lafourche Interior, in order to receive its proportionate share
of the population, acquired a much larger territory.
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siana," University Studies Number 19, Louisiana State University,
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-*-^Ibid., p. 51, "Since the old Spanish division for religi°us

purposes was used very largely as the basis in fixing the boundaries
of these new areas, the term parish was applied to each of them.**
As an administrative and political area, the parish has much the same
organization and functions as the county, and for practical purposes
the names might be used interchangeably*"
^This included only about one-third of the actual area. The
committee appointed by the legislature was instructed to set the bound
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an equal population to each parish. Since the banks along the upper
part of Bayou Lafourche were much more thickly settled than its lower
reaches, Lafourche Interior, in order to receive its proportionate share
of the population, acquired a much larger territory.
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bayou was called Lafourche Interior.

In the year 1855 the name of

the parish was shortened from Lafourche Interior to Lafourche.

Assumption Parish — Topography.

19

In surface dimension, the parish

of Assumption has an extreme length of about twenty-five miles, and a

breadth of approximately eighteen miles.

Irregular in shape, its con

tour somewhat resembles that of a miniature South America or Africa.

It

has an area of 485 square miles, much of which is cut up by bayous and
lakes running in various directions.

Lake Verret, the principal body

of water, located in the southwestern part of the parish, covers about

one-tenth of the area.

Besides Bayou Lafourche, the other principal

streams are Grand Bayou, Bayou Pierre Part, Bayou Corne, Bayou des

Oliviers, Bayou Godell, Bayou Pigeon, Bayou Boeuf, Belle Riviere, and
other small streams, all of which are located west of Bayou Lafourche.

Bayou Choupic and Bayou Verret are the only two streams found in the

eastern part of the parish.
Assumption Parish is bounded on the north by Ascension and Ibervilli
Parishes; on the east by St. James and Lafourche Parishes; on the south
by Terrebonne Parish; and on the west by the parishes of St. Mary, St.

Martin, and Iberia,

The soil is generally heavy clay and sand.

The

soil along Bayou Lafourche, a mixture of sand and clay, varies in quality

As a general rule, the clay is found in the points of the bayou,and. the

20
sandy soil in the bends.
^Alcee Fortier, op. cit», p. 26.
•“^In early times, when the bayou still served as an outlet of the
Mississippi River to the Gulf of Mexico, the strength of the current,
at certain seasons of the year, was stronger at the points than in the
bends, thereby causing a deposit of sand in the bends.
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Inhabitants.

In 1785, the territory now known as Assumption Parish

had a population of 646 people.

21

Its first inhabitants of European

origin were, for the most part, emigrants from Nantes, Langre, and
op
St. Malo, principally from the western sea-coast of France.

Of the first settlers, Isaac Hebert was considered the best edu

cated.

He had been first anclen clerk in a notorial office in France.

Nicolas Hebert, l’Abbe Bourg, Auguste Verrett, and a certain Moreau

23

were other first settlers who brought to the wilds of Assumption Parish
education and culture from their native France.
The economic as well as the educational status of the Acadian and

Spanish settlers was generally poor, but in hospitality, their behavior
confirmed Oscar Wilde’s statement that the poorer a people, the more

charitable they are.
In 1793, the first Catholic church along Bayou Lafourche was erected
within the territory of Assumption Parish at the present site of the

little village now known as Plattenville.

Louisiana still being a pro

vince of Spain, the church was in charge of a Spanish Capuchin priest
by the name of Bernado De DeVaa.^

it was called 1'Eglise Assomption

from a feast day in the calendar of the Catholic Church.

The surrounding

territory over which this church exercised religious jurisdiction was
known as la paroisse d’Assomption de Valenzuela.

The church was situated

on a tract of land donated to the Catholic Church by the Spanish officials

of the province.

The following claim appears in the American State Papers

^Ibid., p. 44.
^^Assomption Catholic Church Records, Plattenville, Louisiana.
‘’Andre Leblanc, ’’Historical and Statistical Collections of
Assumption Parish,” DeBow's Review,(New Orleans, September, 1850) ,LX ,p.288.
^Assomption Catholic Church Records, op. cjt.
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concerning this church:
The congregation of the Church of the Assumption
claim a tract of land situated in the parish of Assump
tion and on the left bank of Bayou Lafourche containing
four arpents front by the usual depth of forty arpents
...The said tract of land has been in the peaceable and
undisputed possession of the said congregation and
their predecessors ever since the year 1786.^5

The grant measured four arpents frontage on Bayou Lafourche by forty

arpents in depth.

26

Settlement Patterns.

The early French and Spanish settlers were given

small holdings of land by the Spanish officials of the colony.

A study

of the conveyance book of this parish revealed that the greater part of

the land was granted in tracts of four arpents frontage by 40 arpents

in depth, with quite a few tracts measuring from five to seven arpents

frontage by 40 arpents in depth.

There were also a selected few in

fluential settlers who received larger grants.
cholas Verret, and Darpit St. Amant

arpents frontage by forty in depth.
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Among the French, Ni-

were granted tracts of about 12

Of the Spanish settlers Don Juan

Vives, a Spanish nobleman, Joseph Diaz, and Vincent Hernandez were
"^American State Papers Public Lands, VI, p. 682.
2°The arpent is still occasionally used to designate land areas
in southern Louisiana. Its area is about .85 of the English acre; or
as a linear measure it equals approximately 198 feet.
27Andre Leblanc, op. cit., p. 287. Andre Leblanc in his "Histor
ical and Statistical Collections of Assumption" relates the following
incident which shows the attitude of the French towards Spanish rule:
"At the time France ceded Louisiana to Spain, a creole by the name of
Darpit St. Amant opposed the new government. An order of arrest was
issued against him; but to hinder the Spanish officers, he placed a
barrel of gunpowder before his door, and defied them to enter. They
immediately retired, and at a little distancd from Darpit’s house,
met a number of armed men, and to appease them, had to promise that
Darpit should be let alone. They, the inhabitants, agreed to return
to their homes, but only on the written order of Darpit."

among those who received grants of approximately the same dimension
as the French.The land was laid out according to the French system

previously used in certain sections of France and Canada.*“

The bayou

was made the point of departure and sections were laid off measuring
usually four arpents along the bayou front which extended back towards

the swamp in most instances for a distance of forty arpents.

This

system brought along both banks of the bayou a line of compact ribbon
like farms only one deep, lying alongside each other.

With the bayou

as a central street, it presented the appearance of a village extend
ing as far as the eye could see.

The large plantation owners along

the Mississippi River rightly called these people les petits habitants

du bayou.

Among these early and small peasant proprietors along Bayou La
fourche there were few Negroes.

The Census of 1803, listed the total

population along the entire stream at 2,800, of whom less than 400
were slaves.

At this time cotton was the staple crop, as the culti

vation of indigo, an earlier crop, had not proved remunerative, and was

injurious to the health of the slaves.

Each family cultivated a few

acres of cotton which furnished a little cash income and enabled the inhabitants to manufacture their wearing apparel,

31

meet their tax obligations

^American State Papers~Public Landg, II (1834), pp. 395-410.
29T. Lynn Smith, "Social Effects of Land Division," Journal-of Farm
Economics, XVII (November, 19S5), pp. 208-209.
0. Scroggs, "Rural Life in the Lower Mississippi Valley About
1803," Mississippi Valley Historical Association Proceedings (1914-1915),

VIII, p. 268.
^Cotton cards, spinning wheels and looms were a prime necessity
found in every household, for most of the clothes worn were generally
manufactured at home. Slue cottonade and hunting shirts for the males,
and gingham dresses for the females were the principal habillemerrt..
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and buy the few necessities that they required.

Corn, rice, and peas

were the principal food crops grown, and constituted the main diet.

little tobacco was also cultivated primarily for domestic use.

A

Sugar

cane was being cultivated only on a few farms and as yet had not
proved profitable.

A native of Assumption Parish comments on the

fact that barely enough sugar could be produced to meet the expenses

notwithstanding the high price of sugar in those times.

32

On the front gallerie of their small but powerfully constructed

houses of heavy cypress timber with walls composed of a mixture of
bayou sand and moss, the early French settlers held their social gather

ings.

Balls were of weekly occurrence and were usually the occasions

for them to eat their favorite dish, gombo file*

with rice, and for

the men to drink their taffia, a sort of rum made of molasses.

W. W. Pugh, one of the early Anglo Saxon settlers in this area re
lates in his memoirs treating of this period that:

...the creoles* constituted a happy community; their wants
were few...There was but a small number of slaves...There were
no aristocrats of either sex...The balls were well conducted,
and the contrast in manner end deference toward the fair sex
was marked when compared with similar assemblages among Ameri
cans of the same class...They were noted for their politeness,
or disposition to oblige and were the best of neighbors.

^Andre Leblanc, op. cit., p. 290.
o5Made from the dried and pulverized leaves of the sassafras plant
whose roots were also used to make a tea for medicinal purposes -— a
remedy acquired from the Indians.
W. Pugh, "Bayou Lafourche from 1820 to 1825 — Its Inhabitants,
Customs, and Pursuits," The Louisiana Planter and Sugar Manufacturer
(New Orleans, September 29, 1888), p. 143.
throughout his series of articles Mr. Pugh consistently refers
to the Acadian settlers as Creoles, and rightly so. By definition they
were (and are) Creoles — American-born descendants of French ancestors.
Forced into exile, the French inhabitants of Acadia were afterwards
called Acadians, until the name was corrupted into the famili&r ’’Cajun."
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The Census of 1810 (Table I and Figures 1 and 2) shows an in
crease in the number of slaves in Assumption Parish.

Of a total

population of 2,472, there were 547 slaves and 10 free persons of

color, comprising 22.5 per cent of the population.

This increase was

somewhat accentuated during the following decade.

The Census of 1820

lists the total population of the parish as 5,576 of whom 1,149 were

slaves and 18 free persons of color, giving a Negro population of 52.6

per cent of the total population.

These figures show an increase of

10.1 points over the previous decade.

Social and Economic Conditions in Assumption Parish from 1805 to 1860.
For the first three decades of its existence Assumption Parish had very

few settlements.

During this time the function of local government was

mainly in the hands of the commandant.

Nicolas Verret, a French creole,

was the first commandant appointed by the Spanish government, and Villaneuva, a Spanish creole, the second.

When Louisiana was under the

territorial government, Mithus was appointed the first parish judge,

and Belg. Hubbard, the second.

W. W. Pugh, of Assumption, in his memoirs of Bayou Lafourche,
treating this period, remarked that:
...litigation was at a discount, the number of lawyers was
small, and the court dockets were short. The parish judge
did most of the law business. He acted as a judge, settled
successions, was a notary public, auctioneer, and held the
elections. The elections were held by him on three separate
days, beginning at the upper line of the parish, and held
at three different polling places. There does not seem to
have been any great degree of political ambition among the
inhabitants, for the state offices were filled for a term
of years by the same parties.*5
^W. W. Pugh, op^ cit., p. 145.
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Table I

Population of Assumption Parish and Per Cent of Population By
Race, 1810-1950

Year

Total Popu
lation

White

Per cent
White

Slaves

Negro
Free Colored

Per cent
Negro

1810
1820
1830

2,472
3,576
5,669

1,915
2,409
3,760

77.5
67.4
66.3

547
1,149
1,881

10
18
28

22.5
32.6
33.7

1840
1850
1860

7,141
10,538
15,367

4,103
5,170
7,189

57.5
49.1
46.8

2,988
5,341
8,096

50
27
82

43.5
50.9
53.2

1870
1880
1890

13,234
17,010
19,629

6,247
8,938
10,726

47.2
52.6
54.7

—
—

6,984
8,067
8,890

52.8
47.4
45.3

1900
1910
1920

21,620
24,128
17,912

12,181
14,021
10,424

56.3
58.1
58.2

*
*
—

9,438
10,105
7,487

43.7
41.9
41.8

1930

15,990

9,671

60.5

—

6,319

39.5
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During this period, foreign-born whites, principally political
bmigrea from France, were quite numerous along the bayou.

Because

of their superior education and familiarity with French, the language

of the section, they won the favor of, and exercised great influence

with the inhabitants, and usually filled the political offices.

There

were a few Germans among the population, but the number of Americans

settled there was, up to 1825, very small.
The late U. B. Phillips, eminent southern historian, in his

Amer

ican Negro Slavery, wrote that:

...in April, 1819, Augustin Pugh of Bertie County, North Caro
lina, sailed from Norfolk, Virginia, on the brig, Calyps^.
carrying with him seventy slaves, bound for New Orleans. 6
The conveyance book of the parish records that Augustin Pugh

bought land on Bayou Lafourche in Assumption Parish in 1819.

He was

one of the first American planters to settle in this area, being the

originator of the vast Pugh estate.
According to tradition, the first courthouse was established on

the plantation of a certain Dr. Charles Monnot, about two or three
miles below Napoleonville on the left descending bank of Bayou La

fourche.

In 1818, however, court proceedings were transferred to the

town now called Napoleonville, but which was then known as the Canal.

57

This place was not only centrally located but, during the period of

Spanish domination, there had been constructed an artificial channel
(the Canal) which connected the water of Bayou Lafourche with that of
Lake Verret.

This channel, at the time, was the gateway to Bayou Teche

B. Phillips, American Negro Slavery (New York, 1927), p. 195.
^Conveyance book (1), Assumption Parish Court Records (Napoleonville)
p. 550.
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and the Attakapas country, and was navigated by keel boats and luggers.
William ^arby, a writer noted for his adherence to truth and ac
curate description, spent, beginning with the year 1803, eleven years

in Louisiana collecting material and wrote in 1617 as follows:

Sixteen miles from Donaldsonville, a thriving town at the
efflux of the Lafourche, a small canal was, many years past,
cut from the left bank of Lafourche into a small creek or
bayou that communicated with Lake Verret. Along the right
bank of the canal a road has been opened. This canal and
road now form the great thoroughfare to the Opelousas, Attacapas, and many other places west of the delta of the Mis
sissippi. A public ferry from Lafourche to Teche has been
established by law, and has been, for some years past, very
well conducted. Men, horses, and carriages, are carried
through the chain of lakes with perfect safety. The mail is
also conveyed weekly by this route and seldom fails.$$
Thus, it was that the Acadians along Bayou Teche would come by
water to Lake Verret and through the canal reach the Bayou Lafourche

settlement.

Proceeding up the bayou for a distance of about seven

miles, they would take the old Spanish Trail — a short straight cut

through the woods to the bank of the Mississippi at St. James — and
visit their fellow Acadians along the "coast."3$
"^William Darby, Geographical Description of the State of Louisiana
(New York, 1817), p. 84.
3^Yet current articles about these peoples — of which Professor H.
W. Gilmore’s "Social Isolation of the French Speaking People of Rural
Louisiana," published in Social Forces, Vol. XII, No. 1, October, 19S3,
pp. 78-84, is an outstanding example of misrepresentation of historical
facts — would lead the reader to believe that the entire French-speaking
population of the various bayous, but principally Bayou Lafourche, were
even to "the last decade" so isolated that their sole range of traveling
extended (one might say like the domesticated animals) from the bank of
the bayou back to the swamp. W. W. Pugh, an early resident of this area
writes:
"To reach the city (New Orleans) there were two routes open —
one by way of Donaldsonville, and the other through a chain of lakes which
occupied the space between the Lafourche and Mississippi. In May, 1825,
(112 years ago) my father had business in the city, and I accompanied him,
Mr. Michel Bourgeois, a neighbor, went with us as pilot...." Granting that
these people traveled mostly by means of water transportation, one may well
ask, How did the rest of rural America travel in this period? Certainly
not by an elaborate arterial system of concrete highwaysl
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Education was generally acquired only by those children whose

parents could afford a private tutor.

Under the state system of edu

cation prevailing at that time, the parish was responsible for the

operation and maintenance of public schools for the orphan
digent children.

and in

This system, a poor one, even in those periods when

the parish did not shirk its responsibility, accomplished at least one
thing — a social and economic stratification of classes.

The result

was that many poor children were kept by their parents from the pauper

schools.

To a large number of these unfortunate children religious in

structions, catechism by the mother and the priest, constituted the

Alpha and the Omega of their academic training.

In this respect the

children of the Negro slaves were about on equal level with many of the
poor white children, for they were also usually given some phase of re

ligious instructions.
Up to 1824 cotton was still the main crop, although an uncertain
one because of the army worm and the frequent occurrence of long, rainy

summers.

Beginning with the year 1824, the acreage planted in sugar cane

began to increase gradually.

American planters were now settling in

this area and most of them were cultivating sugar cane instead of cotton.

4

In his third article treating the social and economic conditions of
the inhabitants of Bayou Lafourche, W. W. Pugh remarks:

^The first American planters to settle in Assumption were natives
of Virginia, New Hampshire, and the Carolinas. The family of Pugh, Foley,
and Kittredge were among the earliest as well as the most influential.
In the conveyance books of the parish numerous land transactions are re
corded showing how these families, especially the Hugh’s, bought "cash in
hand" several thousand;; acres of small tracts of land and combined them
into large sugar plantations.

-31-

A large crop of sugar was the outcome of the crop of
1828, which proved unusually favorable to the growth
and maturity of the creole cane which was the sort in
general cultivation. The success of that year con
vinced the people that sugar could be made a paying
crop, and as a consequence all who had the means of
erecting a cheap sugar house and horse mill turned
their backs on cotton and planted cane.*I
The successful sugar crop of 1828 was a contributing factor to

the increase in the parish population of both whites and slaves,which
followed shortly afterwards.

There was another infiltration of Ameri

can planters, former cotton planters who were now turning to the sugar
cane as a means to wealth and influence.

Land values wrent upj in fact,

good land was in such demand that it commanded fifty dollars an arpent,

forty arpents in depth.

In the decade 1820 to 1830 the white population increased from

2,409 to 3,760, an increase of 1,251 (52 per cent); whereas the slave
population increased from 1,149 to 1,881, an increase of 632 (55 per

cent).

The free colored population was as usual, Insignificant in num

ber, increasing from 18 in 1820 to only 28 in 1830.

The impetus in cane production also stimulated, among the planters,
research for a better type and quality of cane, one which would not be
so sensible to the least frost as was the current type, the creole cane.

With the introduction, about 1832, of the varieties known as the ribbon
and purple canes and the improvement in methods of cultivation — using

the plow for the major part of the cultivation which was formerly done
exclusively with the hoe, and windrowing the cane after a killing frost

4±W. W. Pugh, "Bayou”Lafourche from 1835 to 1840 — Its Inhabitants,
Customs, and Pursuits," The Louisiana Planter and SugajL^anufacturer ,
(New Orleans, Louisiana, October 13, 1888), p. 167.
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the cane crop was generally assured.

The result derived from the

new cane varieties were gratifying enough to stimulate another mi

gration of cotton planters to this section of Bayou Lafourche.
With each infiltration of Anglo-Saxon planters the little settle

ment of Napoleonville benefited by an increase of population and com
merce.

Since the French and Spanish settlers were predominately Catho

lic, the American planters, who were mostly of Episcopalian belief
were without a house of worship until 1837 when they were numerous

enough to erect a protestant church.
In the year 1836 and 1837, a number of planters from
Mississippi and Alabama came to the bayou with their
slaves and invested largely in land, frequently buy
ing a sufficient number of small tracts adjoining each
other to constitute a large plantation.
Thus it came to pass that a section which was, even as late as 1820,

composed almost exclusively of small landholding Acadian and Spanish

peasants — petite habitants — owning few or no slaves, gradually re

ceded to the encroachment of this octopus, the latifundium with its
necessary accoutrement, an aristocracy of large slave owners.

Here

in, in this process of aggregation and consolidation of numerous small

units of land into a large estate, lies the origin of the large planta
tion in Assumption Parish.

This custom introduced by the Anglo-Saxon

planters was also practiced by a few wealthy French and Spanish Creoles.

Many of the short-sighted Acadian and Spanish landholders who suc
cumbed to this "cash in the hand method" of buying land used by the
wealthy planters were faced with the alternative of either moving away

W. Pugh, Ibid?.' p. 167.

’

-33-

to the lower reaches of the "bayou which was as yet sparsely settled

because of frequent inundation, or drive fast into the forest past
the eighty arpent^° marker and squat on the back land owned by the
Federal government.

■Since the interior of Assumption Parish is cut up by numerous
bayous and lakes (see map of Assumption) these people would usually

squat on the small narrow rim of the natural levees of a stream of
water or in close proximity to one.

A few of the bayous were already

sparsely populated by a number of the early French and Spanish settlers
who were either unable to acquire title to front land, or could not

or would not make the necessary adjustments to the prevailing mores im

posed by civilisation.

One of the earliest of these interior locality

groups — the Bayou Pierre Part Settlement located about 15 miles back
ofPaincourtville in the deep forest fastness of Assumption parish —
was the recipient of a number of these former small landholders.^
^According to the laws, customs and usuages of the Spanish Govern
ment no front proprietor by any act of his own, could acquire a right to
lands further back than the ordinary depth of forty arpents. Upon the
acquisition of the territory of Louisiana by the United States, the fed
eral government invariably refused to grant second depth to any other
person than the front proprietor. See American State Papers Public. Lands
(1834), II, 256. In the course of a few years the government offered for
sale the back land to the front proprietors at $1,25 per acre, and many
took advantage of this opportunity to enlarge their holdings• These
back lands were covered with valuable cypress timber, which was used in
the construction of houses, farm buildings, picket fences, and above all,
for hogshead and barrel staves — containers for raw sugar and molasses.
Other varieties of wood such as the oak, magnolia, and ash were used as
fuel for the manufacture of sugar, all of which made the back land very
valuable. Besides, as the land was gradually cleared of timber, it could
be cultivated in rice or, in some instances, corn and cane. Hence the
planters kept a covetous eye on the back land necessitating squatters to
push deep into the forest.
44In a social survey of this area conducted by Dr. T. Lynn Smith in
1934, the inhabitants gave, in many instances, this specific parish along
Bayou Lafourche as the place of origin of their ancestors, and about 1OQ
years (conforming to the period of the creation of the large plantation)

as the approximate date of migration to this location.
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Here, on the "cutting edge of civilization," agriculture, alth,

practiced to a certain extent, was not the principal occupatioi
the majority of the settlers, of much greater importance as me,
livelihood were the products of the forest — various kinds of

water fish, frogs, turtles, alligators; the mink, raccoon, raus

and other fur-bearing animals; moss and, at a later date, lumb

These settlers reverted to a system of collective economy

f

trapping, hunting — supplemented by the cultivation of small
of sweet and Irish potatoes, corn and whenever possible, sugar
as a cash crop.

Agriculture is most uncertain in this swampy

which serves very often as the watershed for some of the exces
the Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers.

There is, however, in

in this swampy interior area of the parish a number of slightl

spots of land — coteaux as the French call them — on which a

was practiced more extensively.
of trees by burning (bruler).

These areas were cleared of t
The burnt and cleared part of t

or fields (brulis) were referred to by the French and Spanish
AC

as brulis and not brulfe.

Such place names as Brulis Longue

ly called longa -vistas by the Spanish settlers), Brulis des 01
Brulis St. Martin, and Brulis St. Vincent not only carry a des

A. Read, eminent authority on the origins of Louisi*
names says that "by those who do not speak French, Bruli is g(
pronounced (bruzli)." W. A. Read, Louisiana Place-Names of ll
(Baton Rouge, 1927), p. 10. While it is true that the non-Fr*
people refer to these places as bruly, it is also true that H
speak French — and that includes the vast majority of the pO]
the brulis sections of Louisiana — do not use the term brul^j
Mr. Tom Loftus, aged 93, a native of south Louisiana, who tod*
knows more about the early history of the brulis than any oth«
person, says that for the past 85 years these places have be©1
ly called brulis by the French-speaking people of southern Lo1
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Here, on the "cutting edge of civilization," agriculture, although

practiced to a certain extent, was not the principal occupation.

To

the majority of the settlers, of much greater importance as means of
livelihood were the products of the forest — various kinds of fresh
water fish, frogs, turtles, alligators; the mink, raccoon, muskrat,

and other fur-bearing animals; moss and, at a later date, lumber.
These settlers reverted to a system of collective economy — fishing,

trapping, hunting — supplemented by the cultivation of small patches
of sweet and Irish potatoes, corn and whenever possible, sugar cane
as a cash crop.

Agriculture is most uncertain in this swampy area

which serves very often as the watershed for some of the excess water of

the Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers.

There is, however, interspersed

in this swampy interior area of the parish a number of slightly elevated

spots of land — coteaux as the French call them — on which agriculture
was practiced more extensively.
of trees by burning (bruler).

These areas were cleared of the growth

The burnt and cleared part of these woods

or fields (brulis) were referred to by the French and Spanish settlers

as brulis and not brulfe.Such place names as Brulis Longue Vue (former
ly called longa -vistas by the Spanish settlers), Brulis des Oliver,
Brulis St. Martin, and Brulis St. Vincent not only carry a descriptive

4%. A. Read, eminent authority on the origins of Louisiana placenames says that "by those who do not speak French, Brulfe is generally
pronounced (bru:li)." W. A. Read, Louisiana Place-Names of.Indian Origin
(Baton Rouge, 1927), p. 10. While it is true that the non-French speaking
people refer to these places as bruly, it is also true that those who do
speak French — and that includes the vast majority of the population in
the brulis sections of Louisiana — do not use the term brulfe,, but brulis,.
Mr. Tom Loftus, aged 93, a native of south Louisiana, who today probably
knows more about the early history of the brulis than any other living
person, says that for the past 85 years these places have been consistent
ly called brulis by the French-speaking people of southern Louisiana.
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and religious connotation but reveal the ethnic groups who settle these
areas.

Coincidental with this selective process of social differentiaticn

there gradually developed a more rigid stratification betv/een the

large

land owning and slave holding aristocracy of the front and the coureurs

de bois of the brulis and bayous of the back.

These people who dwelt in

the most remote of the swamp and brulis settlements were regarded by the
wealthy planters along the Lafourche as a group more or less dfeclassA.
On the other hand the interior dwellers, individualists by nature and

with strong family mores, looked with suspicion upon the land barons of

the front, or anyone who made a pretense to disturb their status quo.

'^rue

it was, that the percentage of illiteracy among these peoplewas high, (and

a 46

is yet so;

as there were no schools in those areas, and furthermore a

reading and writing knowledge was a very insignificant factor in earning
a living.

Nevertheless, many of the children of those living only a few

miles from the front settlements generally rode horseback or walked that
distance to school.

These virile, hardy youths, practically immune to

sickness, thought nothing of running a line of traps in the early morning,
then walking a few miles to school.

An analysis of the parish census of 1840 shows that the total white

population had increased in the decade from 1330 to 1840, from 3,760 to
4,103 for a net increase of 343, or only about nine per cent; whereas
the slave population numbering 1,881 in 1830 had risen by 1840 to 2,988
a net increase of 1,107, or nearly 59 per cent.

The influx of slave

$$See the chapter on illiteracy in T. Lynn Smith* s'The Population
of Louisiana: Its Composition and Changes," Louisiana Bulletin No. 293,
Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Stations (November 1937).
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owning planters is plainly revealed in these figures.

During this ten-

year period, the free colored population, always an insignificant factor,
had increased from 28 to 50.

At this time the combined slave and free

colored population composed 42.5 per cent of the total parish population.

Previous to the introduction of the ribbon cane variety, the
majority of sugar farms had their little open-kettle sugar cane mills,

operated to a large extent by horse and slave power instead of steam.

During the harvesting season, slave laborers cut, loaded, and hauled

the cane from the field to the little mill and ’’fed” it to the carriage
by hand.

Those were the long and busy days.

Eighteen hours of toil

constituted the working day for the slaves as well as for the other small

farmers who operated almost entirely with family labor and few or no
slaves.

However, the change from creole to ribbon cane necessitated a

change in this set-up.

The tough fiber of the ribbon cane required

greater power for the extraction of the juice.

As a result, larger mills

driven by steam were erected on many of the larger plantations.

Also,

with the increase of cane production, the four small, open-kettle types

of mills which had proved of sufficient capacity to boil small crops
were replaced with five or six of larger size.47
Another change brought about by the increased production of sugar
cane was the introduction of the steamboats in the bayou for the trans
portation of the products and other freight commodities and, incidentally,
as means of travel.

W. Pugji, op. cit.
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The large planters in the parish were now reaping the rewards of

great investment in land, slaves, and sugar culture.

Palatial colonial

homes (see Pictures, p.38) built by the blood and travail of slaves were

now adorning the bayou country, and life was becoming more and more
l *

one of luxury and leisure for the slave holding aristocracy.

But like

their brothers in trade, the cotton planters, they were never satisfied.
It appears as though they were vying with one another as to which among

them could add more land to their already large holdings in order to
grow more cane and buy more slaves.

In this age of colonial mansions,

wealth as well as social and economic prestige was measured largely by

the number of slaves and the amount of land possessed by the planter.
Slaves were generally purchased in New Orleans.

The planter would

board the steamboat in front of his home on one day and arrive in New
Orleans the following day to personally select his blacks.
According to Mr. Leblanc:

The value of the labor of the slaves is much
less than that of the white and free man. The
day’s work of a slave is limited to a cord of wood,
or an acre of ditching a foot and a half wide or one
foot deep, or one acre of fencing, or a quarter of
an acre of scraping either cane or corn...The white
freeman generally does double the above work when it
is for his own benefit. A white man will work fif
teen acres of land and the general rule is ten acres
to the hand for the slaves, able bodied men.49
Some idea of the importance of the sugar industry in this area

can be gathered from the fact that for the decade 1840 to 1850, it
^Tradition has it that in the days of Jean Lafitte, the frugal
French farmers of this section bought their slaves and other commodities
from the pirate at reduced prices.
49Andre Leblanc, op. cit., p. 291.
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2.

3.

Madewood — formerly the home of Thomas Pugh. Built in the
decade before the Civil War, it is still in a fine state of
preservation.

At Belle Alliance there still stands the former home of the
Kocks, where in the 1850*3 hundreds of slaves helped make
this plantation the largest sugar producer in the parish.
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4.

Woodlawn — Where in the 1840’s and 50’s the
flower of Louisiana’s aristocracy drank toasts
of liqueurs fretches, et fortes — today the
lowly knights of the open road drink "canned
heat."
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was generally estimated that Assumption Parish annually sold sugar

In 1849, there were

and molasses valued at about a million dollars.

in cultivation 14,698 acres in cane; 15,095 acres in corn; 785 acres

in cotton, and 123 acres in rice.50

The Census of 1850 lists the total white population of the parish
at 5,170, an increase of 1,067 (26 per cent) over the previous decade.

But it is in the number of slaves that we get an idea of the prosperity
of the planters.

From a slave population of 2,998 in 1840, the number

had risen to 5,341 in 1850, an increase of 2,353 slaves, or nearly 79
per cent in one decade; and this increase occurred in a period when
slaves were commanding a very high price.

For the first time in the history of the parish the slaves composed

slightly more than half of the total population, to be exact, 50.7 per
cent.

The free colored population dropped from 50 in 1840 to 27 in 1850.

For this decade, as well as the two following ones, Figure 1, which il

lustrates graphically tile growth and decline of the population of As
sumption Parish by race, from 1810, and Figure 2, which expresses the
same phenomenon in terms of percentages deserve careful attention.

Even

a cursory examination of these two figures reveal the process of change
The average plantation was estimated

far better than pages of description.

as having 35 able-bodied working slaves, and producing 212 hogshead oT

sugar of 1,125 pounds each.51

At this time Assumption Parish ranked

fourth in production of sugar, and second only to St. James Parish in
50lbid.. p. 290.

"

'

‘

"

$lp. S. Champomier, Statement of the Sugar Crop Made in LouisieH^ig.

1854, (New Orleans).
See Alton V. Moody, "Slavery on Louisiana Sugar
Plantations, Louisiana Historical Quarterly,vtt(New Orleans, April 1924)*
pp. 200-201.

molasses production.
Despite the fact that war clouds were hovering low over the south
ern horizon and discussions of a possible "impending crisis" filled

the atmosphere, Assumption Parish as well as the deep South continued
its policy of investing heavily in slaves.

By 1860, the total white population of Assumption estimated at
7,189, showed an increase of 2,019 (59 per cent) over the previous

census.

On the other hand, the slave population estimated at 8,096 had

increased 2,755 (51.6 per cent) since the preceding census.

There were

at this time 82 free colored persons as compared to 27 in 1850.
gether, 53.2 per cent of the total population were Negroes.

Alto

That mis

cegenation was commonly practiced is indicated by the fact that 1,055
(13 per cent) of the slave population were mulattoes.

As one would ex

pect, the free colored population was largely composed of mulattoes, 70

(85 per cent) of the total were rated in this classification.
Table II gives the number, distribution, and percentage of farms of

three or more acres, in Assumption Parish in 1860, according to the

various classifications as used by the United Stated Census of that year.

Of the total 476 farms, 302 (63 per cent) were in holdings of under 50

acres; 135 (28.4 per cent) in holdings under 500 acres; 30 (6.3 per cent)
in holdings under 1,000 acres; and 8 (1.7 per cent) in holdings of 1,000
and over.

For comparative purposes Table III was prepared to show the number

of slave holders, distribution, and percentage of slaves in the parish
by 1860, as classified by the United States Census of that date.

‘Library
Ltnnwma State University
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Table II

Number, Distribution, and Percentage of Farms of Three
or More Acres in Assumption Parish - 1860

Size of farm

Number
of farms

Per cent
of total

Total

475

100.0

5 and under 10
10 and under 20

27
108

5.7
22.7

20 and under 50
50 and under 100

167
55

55.2
11.2

82
50

17.2
6.5

8

1.7

100 and under 500
500 and under 1,000

1,000 and over
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Table III

Number of Slave Holders, Distribution, and Percentage of Slaves in
Assumption Parish, 1860

Number of
slave holders

Number
of slaves

Per
cent

Number of
slave holders

Number

Per

93
46

1
2

19.5
9.6

24
26

15-19
20-29

5.0
5.4

43
32

3
4

9.0
6.7

11
11

30-39
40-49

2.3
2.3

32
26

5
6

6.7
5.4

14
15

50-69
70-99

2.9
3.2

20
20

7
8

4.2
4.2

14
1

100-199
200-299

2.9
•2

18
31

9
10-15

3.8
6.5

1
478

300-500
T o tai

.2
100.0
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Of 478 slave holders of the period, 45 owned from 50 to 500
slaves.

More specifically 45 (9.4 per cent) of the total slave holders

owned 5,560 (41.7 per cent) of the total slave population.
ures represent the minimum number of slaves owned.

These fig

However, if we take

the midpoints in the range of classification and assume that they repre

sent a normal estimate, we then have 45 (9.4 per cent) of the slave
holders owning 4,865 slaves or 60.1 per cent of the total slave popula
tion.

On the other hand, 246 (51.4 per cent) of the total slave holders

owned from one to five slaves, for a total of 612 out of 8,096 slaves.
Expressed in percentages, 51.4 per cent of the slave holders owned 7.5

per cent of the total number of slaves.■
To present a better picture of the existing farming conditions in

the parish in 1860, as well as to bring out another point showing the
positive relationship existing between large plantations and large slave

holders; a list (given in the appendix) of the 151 sugar farms with the
names of the owners, the number of hogshead of sugar produced by each farm,
together with the type of mill operation, was reproduced from Champomier’s.

Statement of Sugar Crops Made in Louisiana in 1860-61.
From this list, Table IV was constructed to show the number, distri

bution, and percentage of French Creole, Anglo-Saxon, and Spanish sugar

planters of the parish.

Slightly more than one-half, 85 (55.0 per cent)

were French Creole, while approximately one-third (55.7 per cent) were
Americans.

Only a few Spaniards, 15 (8.6 per cent) cultivated sugar cane.

An interesting fact is that each sugar farm had its own individual

type of mill operation.

Table V shows the number, distribution, and per

-45-

Table IV

Number, distribution, and Percentage of French Creole, Anglo-Saxon,
and Spanish Sugar Planters in Assumption Parish, 1860

East
side

West
side

Total

Number of sugar
producing farms

45

106

151

100.0

Number of farms
operated by
Creole planters

19

65

83

55.0

Number of farms
operated by
Anglo-Saxon planters

14

36

51

33.7

Number of farms
operated by
Spanish planters

11

2

13

8.6

Number of farms
operated by French
and Anglo-Saxon planters

0

3

3

2.0

Number of farms
operated by French
and Spanish planters

1 .

0

1

.7

Per cent
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Table V

Number, Distribution, and Per Cent of Types of Mill Operations in
Assumption Parish, 1860

Type of mill

Number,
East side

Number,
West side

Total

Per
cent

Total

45

106

151

100.0

Horse power

17

58

75

49.7

Steam-driven

28

45

75

48.3

0

5

3

2.0

Vacuum pans
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cent of the various types of mill operation.

The number of horse

power and steam-driven mills was approximately equal:
pectively.

73 and 75, res

It is interesting to note (from the list in the Appendix)

that of the 50 Anglo-Saxon planters only seven operated their sugar
mills with horsepower; 41 operated with steam, while two of them had
vacuum pans, the most modern equipment available.

As yet, the cen

tralization of the factory system — which now dominates the cane area
— had made very little progress.

It is in the statistics of sugar production that the significance

of the American planters with their large landholdings is clearly re

vealed.

Of the total sugar farms, about one-third (35.7 per cent)

operated by American planters produced approximately three-fifths

(59.6 per cent) of the total sugar crop of 1860.

Outstanding sugar

planters of the period were the Pughs, Foleys, Kittredges, and Kocks,

who together produced 5,370 hogshead (27.3 per cent), of the total crop.
The Pughs alone,who owned extensive tracts of land on both sides of
Bayou Lafourche,^ produced 3,074 hogshead (15.6 per cent) of the total
sugar production of the parish.

Even as late as 1860 few, if any, planters in this parish realized
what the near future had in store for them.

A good indication of the

prevailihg attitude can be ascertained by the amount of slaves that

were yet being bought and at the top price, at this late date.
$*In his book, Old Louisiana, Lyle Saxon writes, "There was an old
Louisiana connundrum ’why is Bayou Lafourche like the aisle of a church?’
and the answer was:
’because there are Pughs on each side of it.'
one
would have to find another answer today, for the Pugh plantations have
passed out of the family...." Lyle Saxon, Old Louisiana. (New fork, 1929)
pp. 341-342.
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The great turning point of the sugar industry as well as of every
thing else in the parish came with the Civil War.

When Freedom Rang.

On October 26, 1862, General Weitzel of the Union

Army started from Donaldsonville down Bayou Lafourche with a large
Federal force, defeated a meager scattering of Confederate troops,and

captured Napoleonville and Thibodeaux.

Dating from the latter part of

October, 1862, the entire Bayou Lafourche district was in Federal hands

and remained so throughout the war.

In November, 1862, General Butler, who was in possession of New
Orleans, ordered confiscation of all property of disloyal persons in

the Lafourche district.

The plantations of those who were willing to

take the "oath of allegiance" were to be worked by the Negroes, for

the benefit of the United States.$$

Tradition claims, however, that

most of the blacks in this parish were not in a working mood.

Thus

slavery was abolished in Assumption Parish long before Lincoln issued
his "Emancipation Proclamation."

A number of the liberated slaves joined the Union Army, were in

the service for the remainder of the war, then returned to the parish.^
On the other hand, there were a few creole^ Negroes who remained loyal

to their former masters and the Confederate cause even to the extent of
serving as spies for the southern tropps.
^Walter Prichard, 'History of Louisiana," unpublished manuscript,

pp. 174-176.
0JThe Skidmore farmstead in the village of Bertrandville was bought
in the latter part of the 19th century with the Federal bonus money of
Victor Skidmore, a former slave and Union soldier.
S^The term "creole" was applied to the blacks who spoke French.
In
most instances their former masters were Frenchmen. As was the custom,
the liberated blacks often took the name of their masters.
In fact, some
of the lighter mulattoes had a more tangible claim to the surname of
certain whites than purely dictates of "custom."

-49-

The Blacks in Transition.

Those who witnessed the process of change

relates that to the newly liberated Negroes, freedom was interpreted
as meaning one perpetual day of jubilee — eating, sleeping, and mer

riment without a thought of ever going back to work.

Loitering, and

’’borrowing” from their former masters everything the Federal soldiers

had overlooked, became the order of the day.

Nevertheless, the ad

justment by whites and Negroes to the new social order, would have
been much easier in this parish had it not been for the pernicious

influence of the carpetbaggers and scalawags who preyed upon the
mind as well as the purse of the perturbed Negro.

In fact, soon after

the termination of the war, a number of the planters in this area had
made arrangements with their former slaves — which had the approval of

the Federal officers of the district — whereby they were to remain
on the plantation and resume work at a wage of one dollar and ration
for each working day.

One-half of the cash wage was to be paid weekly

and the remainder at the completion of the harvesting season.

Then

came the carpetbaggers, who after associating themselves with the
scalawags of the district, began their series of nightly preaching to
the Negroes.

From the related accounts, one gathers that the carpet

baggers in this area were rather systematic in their exploitative pro
cedure.

The initial step, of course, was the organization of various

’’secret societies," characterized by a fantastic and awe-inspiring ini

tiation, and the entrance fee.
the "ins" to convert the "outs."

It then became the solemn obligation of
The carpetbagger’s next plan was

broader in scope; it was to include the entire Negro family.

Up and

down Bayou Lafourche they traveled carrying along yards and yards of a
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cheap black cloth which was cut in thin strips and sold to the Ne

groes as hatband for the small consideration of one dollar a strip.
The black band, the Negroes were assured, was the official "Lincoln

morning badge" worn by the friends of Lincoln in all the northern
states.

Fox' the Negro’s wife, the rosette, made from the black cloth

was the appropriate mourning decoration.

the mere pittance of one dollar each.

It also was given away for

Nor were the children forgotten;

the boys and girls ranging in the age distribution of five to fifteen
years were sold miniature hatbands and rosettes at a great sacrifice

in price — fifty cents each.

That these carpetbaggers had a well

developed sense of "Yankee thrift" is evidenced by the fact that even the
smallest remnants were put to good use.

They were tied together and

given — well, practically given away, at twenty-five cents each —

to the little Negro tots to be worn as an emblem of their devotion to
the emancipator.

Never before nor since, claim the old timers, have

the blacks of the parish displayed such wholesale mourning.
The forty-acres-and-a-mule farce was also a good source of revenue.

Negroes were told to select forty acres of land wherever they so desired,
then stake it with four pickets.

used.

No ordinary pickets, however, could be

It had to be a special red-painted picket procurable only from

the carpetbaggers at one dollar a picket.

A number of the more credu

lous and adventuresome blacks went so far as to stake pickets in the

. .
.
„
,
, 56
planter's iront yard.

"^$For the above information I am indebted to Mr. Tom Loftus, a man
95 years of age, possessing a keen and sound mind as well as a remark
able memory. He was an eye witness to these happenings-
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These doings of the carpetbaggers, although at times irritable

to the white planters, were not the causes which brought about a
disruption of the newly constructed social equilibrium.
Not satisfied with exploiting the Negroes, the carpetbaggers

and scalawags decided to exploit the resources of the parish by at
tempting to fill the political offices with Negroes (who would be

under their control) and some of their own numbers.

It was this

threatened loss of "white supremacy" that inaugurated the unfortunate
social conditions which followed.

That the northern element were not completely successful in domin

ating the scene — although the combined population of the Negroes,

carpetbaggers and scalawags, and other Republicans greatly outnumbered
the Democrats — must in a large measure be attributed to the Negroes

themselves.

In the first place, a large element of the population were

afraid to pursue the radical plans of their so-called friends of the

North.

In the second place, there were a number of Negroes, although

greatly in the minority, who looked with disfavor upon the actions of

the carpetbaggers and radical Negro leaders.

These reasons, together

with the fact that some of the civil officials such as the district
judge and the sheriff were nominal Republicans, served as a check on

the radical element.

Nevertheless, the deputy sheriff, bdward Ford,

the clerk of court, George Washington, most of the police jury members,
constables, as well as other officials were Negroes.

There was also a

large group of lazy, shiftless, and thieving Negroes — the allies of

the radical Republican clique — who demanded equality in "everything."
In control of the ballot and having forced their way into the schools,
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they became insolent, arrogant, and unbearable.

In one of their

wild demonstrations in the parish they killed a white man and began

to voice the demand, for which the South was willing to start another

war to prevent — miscegenation.
Like magic there sprang up in this are and all through south
Louisiana a secret association known as the "Knights of the White Camelia."

"Its cardinal doctrine were white supremacy and opposition to every
effort of the radicals directed toward miscegenation."5?
^John H. Ficklen, History of Reconstruction in Louisiana, John

Hopkins Press.(Baltimore, 1910), p. 215; cf. Walter Lynwood Fleming,
The Sequel of Appomattox (Yale University Press, 1919), pp. 243-254.
In his interesting book, Walter Lynwood Fleming asserts that "funda
mental object of the White Camelia was the ’maintenance of the supremacy
of the white race,' and to this end the members were constrained ’to ob
serve a marked distinction between the races’ and to restrain the ’African
race to that condition of social and political inferiority for which God
has destined it.’ The members were pledged to vote only for whites, to
oppose Negro equality in all things, but to respect the legitimate rights
of Negroes." In his description of the duties and regalia of the order,
Professor Fleming writes as follows:
"The task before the secret orders
was to regulate the conduct of the blacks and their leaders in order
that honor, life, and property might be secure. They planned to accomp
lish this aim by playing upon the fears, superstitions, and cowardice of
the black race — in a word by creating a white terror to counteract the
black one. To this end they made use of strange disguises, mysterious
and fearful conversation, midnight rides and drills, and silent parades.
As long as secrecy and mystery were to be effective in dealing with the
Negroes, costume was an important matter. These disguises varied with
the locality and often with the individual. High cardboard hats, cov
ered with white cloth often decorated with stars or pictures of animals,
white masks with holes out for eyes, nose, and mouth, bound with red
braid to give a horrible appearance, and frequently a long tongue of red
flannel so fixed that it could be moved with the wearer’s tongue, and a
long white robe — these made up a costume which served at the same time
as a disguise and as a means of impressing the impressionable Negro.
Horses were covered with sheets of white cloth held on by the saddle and
by belts, and sometimes the animals were even painted. Skulls of sheep
and cattle, and even of human beings, were often carried on the saddlerbows to add another element of terror. A framework was sometimes made
to fit the shoulders of a Ghoul which caused him to appear twelve feet
high. A skeleton wooden hand at the end of a stick served to greet
terrified Negroes at midnight. For safety every man carried a small
whistle and a brace of pistols.
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With a "Radical Republican" governor, a Negro lieutenant gover

nor,a Negro presiding in the senate chamber, a house of representatives
which was most irresponsible and unrepresentative — in fact, a legis

lature assembly that was nothing but a "fraudulent machine" — Louisi
ana became a "den of thieves"^ from which no individual parish could
expect the least help.

Accordingly, the "Knights of the White Camelia"

in their respective parishes took the law into their ovm hands.

Having

taken the solemn oath to lay down their lives, if necessary, to protect

white womanhood and restore white supremacy, they administered justice
as they saw fit.^^

The Census of 1870 shows that the Negroes had by this time begun
migrating from the parish.

Of a total Negro population of 8,178 in

1860, ten years later there remained 6,984, a loss of 1,194 (14.6 per

cent).

There is no doubt that the Civil War, the turbulent social and

economic conditions immediately following the war, together with the

^See the accounts in any standard history of Louisiana treating
of the Reconstruction Period — 1862-1377.
59For information about the organization of the Knights of the

White Camelia along Bayou Lafourche, I am indebted to Mr. Tom Loftus
who was himself an active member. In Assumption Parish, especially
in and around the vicinity of Plattenville, there existed, up until
recent years, a sort of vigilanc.e committee — les regulateurs, as
the French call them — who did effective work'whenever needed. Comment
ing on the desires and indulgences of the early Freedman, Mr. Tom Loftus
relates that the Negro of his ovm will would first of all buy a watch.
For some reason there was a fascination attached to the watch. Second
preference was given to a white suit, with a pistol coming next.
It is
claimed that there were numerous peddlers — mostly French, Jewish, or
German from Alsace Lorraine ■— to supply the blacks with the cheapest
goods at the highest price.
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activities of the Knights of the White Camelia
mainly responsible for the migration.

RO

from 1867-69 were

Disease and poor health con

ditions, resulting in an increased death rate were also contributing

factors to the decrease in Negro population.

61

Nevertheless, the

Negroes still constituted the major portion of the population (52.8
per cent).

In the war decade, 1860-1870, the whites lost 942 (13.1

per cent) of its population (see Figure 1, which clearly shows the

degree of sculpturing of the population pyramid caused by the Civil
War and its after effects).

In order to show the concentration of Negroes within certain areas

in the parish, Table VI prepared from the United States Census, gives

the number, distribution and composition of the population by ward, to

gether with the per cent of the colored population in each ward.

It

is interesting to note that the seventh ward, within whose boundary the

^Walter Lynwood Fleming relates an incidence occurring in south
west Louisiana which also had its counterpart along Bayou Lafourche:
"The story is told of one of these night travelers (a Knight of the
White Camelia) who called at the cabin of a radical Negro in Attakapas
County, Louisiana. After drinking three buckets of water (which dis
appeared into a leather or rubber bag concealed within his white robe)
to the great astonishment of the darky, the traveler thanked him and
told him that he had traveled nearly a thousand miles within twentyfour hours, and that that was the best water he had tasted since he was
killed at the battle of Shiloh. The Negro dropped the bucket, over
turned chairs and table in making his escape through the window, and
was never again seen or head of by the residents of that community."
Walter Lynwood Fleming, The Sequel of Appomattox (Yale University Press,
1919), pp. 254-255. Unfortunately in this area, social conditions
reached such a stage that more drastic means had to be employed,
64n 1870 Robert Somers remarked that "the health of the whites has
greatly improved since the war, while the health of the Negroes has de
clined till the mortality of the colored population, greater than the
mortality of the whites was before the war, has now become so markedly
greater, that nearly two colored die for every white person out of equal
numbers of each." Quoted by Walter Lynwood Fleming in The Sequel of
Appomattox, p. 41.
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Table VI

Number, Distribution, Composition, and Percentage of the Population
of Assumption Parish, by Ward, 1870
--------- ————

Per cent
colored
DODulation

Ward

Total

Native

Total

13,234

12,994

6,247

240

6,983

52.8

1,103
960

1,089
953

542
345

14
7

561
615

50.9
64.0

1,160
760

1,142
756

403
203

18
4

757
557

65.2
73.3

800
1,600

794
1,533

514
612

6
67

286
988

35.8
61.8

1,280
1,734

1,254
1,707

431
801

26
27

849
933

66.3
53.8

818
642

788
632

492
356

30
10

326
283*

39.9
44.1*

475
959

470
950

283
625

5
9

192
334

40.4
34.8

639
304

637
289

396
244

2
15

242
60

37.9
19.7

1st ward
2nd

3rd
4th

If

Sth
6 th

It

7th
8th

n

9th
10th

fl

ff

ft

n

ii

11th
12th

n

13th
14th

if

n

n

♦Includes three Indians.

Native
white

Foreign
white

Colored

/
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the little Negro village of Bertrandville would soon emerge had the
second highest number of Negroes among the 14 wards listed.

Sixty-three

per cent of its population, two out of every three persons were Negroes.
It has been pointed out that during the early ante bellum period

Assumption Parish was the recipient from time to time of migrants from
the various eastern seaboard states as well as from a number of continen

tal countries.

Table VII was prepared from the United States Census to

shew/ the place of birth of the population of the parish as of 1870.

Un

fortunately, the Census statistics do not differentiate between whites

and Negroes, nor do they enumerate the population born within the parish.

At this time, 11,306 (85.4 per cent) of the total population wrere native-

born Louisianians, while 1,688 (12.8 per cent) were natives of other
states.

The states of Virginia and 'west Virginia combined contributed

approximately two-fifths of the entire out-of—state population.

There

were only 240 foreigners residing in the parish at this period compared
to 345 in 1860.

Of the foreign element almost half (48.3 per cent) were

natives of France.
The emergence of Bertrandville.

The area which is now the Negro line vil

lage of Bertrandville was in 1870 occupied by small farms ranging from

10 to 40 arpents in size, owned by Spanish and Acadian peasants, who

grew small patches of corn and cotton.
On April 4, 1868, Bertrand Ousset, a native of France and a cobbler

by trade bought from a Spaniard by the name of manuel Suarez living in

^Conveyance Bdtoks No. 26-28, Assumption Parish court records
(Napoleonville) .
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Table VII
Population of Assumption Parish in 1870, by Place of Birth

Place of Birth

Population

Native
Born
Born
Born
Born
Born
Born
Born

in
in
in
in
in
in
in

Louisiana
Mississippi
Virginia and West Virginia
Alabama
Georgia
South Carolina
other states

Total

11,506
91
664
35
53
52
793

12,994

Foreign

British America.
England and Wales
Ireland
Scotland
Germany
France
Spain
Cuba
Switzerland
Unclassified
Total

3
8
33
2
34
116
2
7
2
33
240
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this area, a tract of land measuring two arpents frontage by forty

in depth.He constructed a two-story building, used the upper

story for living quarters, and the lower one for a small shop and
store.

In his business dealings with the Negroes he gathered from

their conversation that they were very desirous to move away from

the plantation "quarters" into some sort of houses that they could
call their own.

The drawback, however, was that there were no tracts

of land small enough for the Negroes to purchase.

Not a farmer by pro

fession, Gusset decided to rid himself of his small landholding by
creating a market for the Negroes.

Accordingly, in the latter part of

1871 he constructed in the middle of his farm a lane running from the
public road along the bayou backwards to a depth of about 10 arpents.
Starting from the front of the lane he divided and subdivided the land

on each side of the lane into lots of various sizes and offered them

for sale,

From 1871 to 1873 he sold a total of 32 lots, 30 of which

were bought by Negroes.

Oddly enough, the two front lots facing the

public road were sold to white persons who later sold out to Negroes.
The lots ranged in price from $40.00 to $125.00, and in dimensions

from 80 feet frontage by 124 feet deep, to 40 feet frontage by 60 feet
in depth.

By 1876, having disposed of the major portion of his land,

Bertrand Ousset moved away from his newly-created Negro lane settlement,
that the Negroes had named "Bertrand Lane."

Table VIII, prepared from bill of sales recorded in the conveyance
books of the parish, lists the names of the original settlers in

^Conveyance Book No. 28, Assumption Parish Court Record (Napoleon
ville) , p. 72.
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Tablc VIII
QfH'o8
Original Negro Settlers in Bertrand Lane, Taken from Bill
ales Recorded in Conveyance Books Numbers 28-32, Courthouse

Records - Napoleonville

*—-----Bate

1871
1871
1872
1872
1872

^Edward Condolie
*Simon Noel
^Francois Jolivert
*Etienne Guillot
^Francois Cassius

1876
1876
1876
1876
1877

1872
1875
1872
1875
1875

*Vincent Mavigne
*Joseph Robert
*Jean Heast
^Edward Jean Baptiste
■^Frederick Condolie

1877
1878
1878
1878
1878

*Pierre Hubert
^Janvier Mavigne
Paul Jones
Nace Brown
Julius Bolden et als.

1878
1878
1878
1879
1879

1873
1874
1874
1878
1876

Name__________ —

Bate

-

Warren Green
Henry Ducket
Sarah Hawkins
Archie Keys
Augustin J. Jones
Lewis H. Pierce
^Vincent Maringe
Richard Howard
*Narcise Francois
Lewis Williams

Samuel Flanders
Lewis Sims
•^Joseph Firmin
James Brown
■JHTierre Parker

■ ---

^cue°le Negroes.
Jim Burke.
shortly afterwards this lot was bought by
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Bertrand Lane, Negroes who purchased lots from Bertrand Outset.

an

interesting chaiecteristic of these first settlers was their occu

pations.

The majority of these men were either carpenters, bricx-

iayers, coopers, blacksmiths, or cobblers - occupations that they naa

followed in slavery days.

Working as day laborers, in most cases for

their former masters, these Negroes stayed on the plantations
they had saved enough money to buy a little lot and some second-hand

lumber.

Then with the help of other Negroes they built their own houses

and finally achieved their greatest desire — a home of their own. 64
With the lane as a nuclei the little settlement. slowly
became
butdlgatis
gradu-_
n expanded.
^Uy

A few of the
th white residents o
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to Negroes.

, ,

■
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«rst to sen out .as a ce^
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pot
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Originally fro. KentucW,
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.
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finally landing on the sugar plan '

After
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i
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t their native state
^chesed
only
fro® Augustin
to Assumption Parish shortly after

property

„
g of
f -^anu
lend (eight acres) -3=^
the P
P
Hernandes
a small tract
Motley
’s place.

°f the Negro, Ford, which is

+

°

this day known as tne

talker.

Born

Another
a
early
i settiei
ttler of this area was "Uncle
________ -rTJpfarmer

—^Information
___________ furnisbe
who has lived within a naif m
derived
accompanied the Motleys
on tne

tbis settleme
mulatto, who
the past 80
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in servitude In the sleve-hreedlng state of Virginia, he »as

in early

life sold deen the river to a planter by the na»e of Ratliff in Rapides Parish.

’

Ratliff's son, after the death of bio «*«

bought a

sugar plantation in Aes^lon Parish and coved the ^eat
to the

place.

It .aS here that freedoa ovev^ Uncle
m-^re tract of land m the

small 10-acre

his son Mat

able to buy a
At his death,

few years later was
of Bertrandville.
area which is now part

85

and he
,
s0 he says,
of small-time farming is ready,

thew inherited the farm,

and after

fifty years

pass It « bis son

t0

. _„+ed to the little
two Negroes who migrated
Babe and Sterling WUUa™5’
living by cutting

pass away."66
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.
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industrious is ascertained by the fact that they raised enough cotton

on their little patch to provide the families with home-made clothes.
Their furniture was practically all home-made, as were the headwear of
the families, which were made from the leaves of the palmetto plant.
Ned Brown offers another example of how a liberated slave made

the adjustment to a new social status.

In slavery days a bricklayer,

"when freedom cried out” he remained attached to his work, became self-

reliant and self-supporting, established himself in Bertrand settlement,
and gave to all his children a common school education.

One was sent

off to a Negro college and returned later to teach school in the villageJ

In the course of time other industrious Negroes bought the small
holdings of the white farmers in the area.

They, in turn, sold from

their little tracts of land a few lots to other Negroes using, on a

smaller scale, the same system that Bertrand Ousset had originated.
When the small land-holding Negro began to sell lots from his tract
of land he had to provide a right-of-way for the back dwellers.

This

necessitated the creation of new lanes of which at the present time there

are four in the area.

Bertrand Lane, however, remains the most central

ly located as well as the main and most thickly populated one, while the

three others, namely Skidmore’s, Morrison’s, and St. Matthew’s range in

importance in the order named.

The area which includes the four lanes

has been given the name of Bertrandville.
The erection of a large sawmill in 1902 at Plattenville — on the
... — — '
—
My informant was Mr. Henry Parenton, Sr., who as a hoy fifty
years ago lived within a half mile of this village.

—
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opposite side of the bayou about half a mile from this area — materi
ally fostered the growth and development of this settlement.

Local

Negroes left the plantations and secured employment at a better rate of
pay in the sawmill, lumber yard, or cypress swamps.

Negroes began

drifting from other sections of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas in
answer to the demand for laborers.

A Negro rooming house, a boarding

house, a barber shop, two gambling houses, a dance hall, as well as two

small stores, all owned and operated by Negroes opened for business in

Bertrandville to cater to the floating Negro population.
As soon as they were financially able, the local Negroes who had

forsaken the plantations, purchased small lots in the various lanes,
bought second-grade lumber from the mill, and while off duty — in the

early evenings and on Sundays — built their houses.

For eighteen years the sawmill was in operation, during which time
many Negroes drifted in, worked for a certain period, and then moved
along to be in turn replaced by other floating Negroes.

Occasionally,

a few of them would settle here making their homes in the Negro village.

In 1920, with the cypress all removed from the swamps, the mill
ceased operation.

As a result, a large number of the working population

of the village found themselves without work.

first major depression.

moved away.

This was Bertrandville’s

The floating Negro population practically all

In 1923, the planing mill and lumber yard work was discon

tinued, and again Negroes of the village were left jobless.

Moreover,

most of these were local Negroes who had families and in many instances
owned their homes.

Leaving their families behind, a number of these

-64-

Negroes went in search of work to Plaquemine, Lutcher, and other saw
mill towns along the Mississippi River.

If successful in finding em

ployment, they eventually moved their families.

Others went to New

Orleans and various southern cities, but the majority of these left
68
their families in the village, returning home at various intervals.

Another major factor of the period necessitating forced migra
tion of Negroes from this village as well as from the parish was the
rapid decline of the sugar cane industry which was threatened with al

most total annihiliation in the years 1924-1927.

Numerous Negroes whose

economic income was directly or indirectly associated with sugar cane

cultivation or sugar production found themselves jobless and with no

Immediate prospects of future employment.

Bertrand.

It was "hahd times" in

Reserving for a latei- section a more intensive treatment of

the social and economic effects of depressions and migrations, the

following pages are devoted to an analysis of the present population of_
Bertrandville.
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Information furnished by Mr. Henry Parenton, Sr., and personal
observations of the writer.
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Table IX

Place of Birth of Heads of Households in
the Negro Village of Bertrandville, by Sex, 1935

Place of

Total

, _

Female

Male

Nujuiiac,.

_c.ent_Numb.sc. JEac. .^ent

Total

85

100.0

67

78.8

18

21.2

Bertrandville

26

30.6

19

22.3

7

8.2

Elsewhere in
Assumption Parish

47

55.3

40

47.0

7

8.2

Other parishes
in Louisiana

7

8.2

5

5.9

2

2.4

Out of state

5

5.9

3

3.5

2

2.4

Table X

Number, Distribution, and Percentage of Place of
Birth of Father of Heads of Households Who Are
Living in Bertrandville

Place of birth

Total

Number

Per cent

85

100.0

1

1.2

70

82.4

Other parishes
in Louisiana

6

7.0

Out of state

8

9.4

B ertrandville
Elsewhere in
Assumption Parish
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of the fathers of the present heads of households.

Table X, which

this information, shows that almost as high a percentage (85.6 comp
to 86.0) of the fathers of the present heads of households were bor

the parish of Assumption; while those born in adjoining parishes (7
per cent compared to 8.2 per cent) and those born out of the state
per cent compared to 5.9 per cent) also show slight differences.

I

found that with the exclusion of the 85 heads of households, only t

persons of the total remaining population (308 persons) were born o
the parish; and they were born within a 60-mile radius of the villa
Age and Sex Composition.

Whether approached from a social or econo

standpoint, the age and sex composition of a population are charact

istics of paramount importance.

Data for the age distributions of

heads of households in the Negro village are presented in Table XI.

reveals a serious depletion by migration of heads of households und

and up to the 55-age grouping.

Only 12 (14.2 per cent) of the head

households are listed in this classification, while the large numbe

29 (54 per cent) falls in the age classification of 60 years and ov
These telltale evidences of depopulation in the younger age groups
repercussions of the far-reaching social and economic upheaval caus
by the almost total collapse of the sugar cane industry during the
decade.

The median age of the heads of households, 52 years, is ad

evidence that it was the younger and more virile male heads who mig

from the village during the last decade.
A study of Tables XII and XIII,showing the age and sex distrib

of the total Negro population of Bertrandville 1935, and Assumption
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Table XI

Age Distributions of Heads of Households in the
Negro Village of Bertrandville, by Sex, 1955

Female
Number ~Per cent

Total

85

100.0

67

78.7

18

19-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44

2
5
5
8
11

2.4
5.9
5.9
9.4
13.0

2
5
5
8
8

2.3
5.9
5.9
9.4
9.4

0
0
0
0
3

45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69

7
9
9
9
4

8.2
10.6
10.6
10.6
4.7

5
9
7
5
3

5.9
10.6
8.2
5.9
3.5

2
0
2
4
1

H
H

____ Male __ ____
Number _ Per cent

70-74
75-79
80-84
85-89
90-95

7
2
2
3
2

8.2
2.3
2.3
3.5
2.4

5
2
0
2
1

5.9
2.3
0.0
2.3
112

2
0
2
1
1

HPN

—
Total_____
Age_________ Number . Per cent

o o o o
w w

O N

o

-o

O

M O N

Ol

CM

O O O O

21.3
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Table XII
Age and Sex Distribution of the Negro Population
of Bertrandville, 1935

.Number

Total_ ______ .Male_______
Per cent Number Per cent

Total

0-4.9
£ Q ~
0-9.9
T5-19.9

393

100.0

205

52.2

188

47.8

39
48
57
43

9.9
12.2
14.5
10.9

16
30
33
22

4.1
7.6
8.4
5.6

23
18
24
21

5.8
4.6
6.1
5.3

36
22
15
22

9.1
5.6
3.8
5.6

19
15
8
10

4.8
3.8
2.1
2.5

17
7
7
12

4.3
1.8
1.8
3.1

27
10
12
16

5.9
2.5
3.0
4.1

11
4
10
8

2.8
1.0
2.5
2.1

16
6
2
8

4.1
1.5
.5
2.0

12
8
10
16

3.0
2.0
2.5
4.1

5
4
5
5

1.3
1.0
1.3
1.3

7
4
5
11

1.8
1.0
1.3
2.8

20-24.9

2s-29.9
36-34,9

°o-39,9
40—4^,9
45-49.9
50-54,9
55-59,9
$0-64.9
$5-69.9
^'74.9
'5—over

Female
Number Per cent

Table XIII
Age and Sex Distribution of the Kegro Population
of Assumption Parish, 1930

Total

0-4
5-9
10-14
15-19
20-24
25—29

30-54
35-44
45-54

55-64
65-74
•o-over

Female---______Male
_
^Number Per_cent--Total
—
Number Per cent. Number Per cent.
50.4
3,183
49.6
3,134
100.0
6,317
6.1
386
6.2
390
12.3
7.3
776
459
7.U
444
5.6
14.3
903
351
6.1
387
11.7
738
4.5
283
5.2
329
3.4
9.7
612
216
3.0
188
3.3
6.4
404
209
2.5
155
5.8
364
2.5
161
2.0
129
6.7
4.5
290
423
6.2
390
5.4
12.9
813
343
5.6
351
11.0
694
2.7
175
3.3
211
1.9
6.0
384
118
1.8
114
1.0
3.7
232
7
61
46
1.7
107
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Parish, 1930, are of significant sociological importance.

However, for

a better understanding of the population make-up, and for comparing one

area with another, charts of a simple nature are far superior to tables.
In this respect, Figtire 3, showing the age and sex pyramids for the

Negro population of Bertrandville 1935, and Assumption Parish 1930, was
constructed.

Such diagrams are useful devices which present a clear

portrayal of the most significant facts relative to the age distribu
tions of particular populations.

"Plotting the age groupings on the

vertical scale and the percentage of the entire population that is found

in the respective age groups on the horizontal scale (males on the left
and females on the right side of the chart) gives rise to the age and

sex pyramid for the entire population.

This pyramid is an easily under

stood graphical device which clearly and simply portrays the essential

characteristics of the age make-up."^

A glance at the two population pyramids reveals a scarcity of
children under five in both diagrams but with a much more marked scarcity
in the Bertrandville pyramid.

In the age grouping 5-9, the situation is

reversed for both pyramids and shows more children in this specific
grouping than for the first one.

Normally, of course, the youngest age

has the largest representatives.

In the case of the Bertrandville pyra

mid the age grouping 10-14, inclusive, shows an abnormally extreme

•4. Lynn Smith, "The Population of Louisiana:

Its Composition and

Changes," Louisiena Bulletin No^. 295, Louisiana Agricultural Experiment
Stations (Baton Rouge, 1937), pp. 28-29.
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o
deviation from the norm.

The large number of representatives in this

age category compared to the number of children under five is clearly

indicative of a decreasing birth rate and depopulation.

The Bertrand

ville pyramid in the age distribution 20-29 again shows a great defici

ency of representatives.

Especially is this scarcity marked in respect

to the females, a fact which no doubt reflects the excessive migration
of young Negro females to the small towns and cities (principally New

Orleans) where the opportunity of employment in domestic service is

much greater than in the neighboring area.

The dearth of Negro males

in the productive ages of life is a direct reflection of the recent

decadence of the sugar cane industry resulting in an intensive migration
of Negroes from the parish.

The pyramids for the Negroes of the village as well as for those
of the parish show a large group of persons concentrated in the depend

ent ages of life.

If we assume that persons under 15 and those 65 years

of age and over are dependent upon those 15 to 64, inclusive, then

"In a normal population such as the population of England and Wales
in 1901 or the ’standard million’ (i.e., a population that has been: rela
tively little influenced by immigration or emigration, and one in which
the birth rate has been comparatively constant), the percentages will
decline with each age group from 0-4 to 75-over. But the ’sculpturing’
of the population which has occurred through migration or changing ferti
lity may be reflected in the shape of the age and sex pyramid. Thus,
for a typical urban population, it is one of the uniformities of demo
graphy that the pyramid will resemble a top in shape. A steady flow of
young people, just past the adolescent years, from the country to the
city is responsible for this. On the other hand, the constant, loss of
these young people from the sparsely populated areas gives the typical
rural pyramid a shape resembling that of a spindle. In recent decades
one of the most important demographic changes has been the rapid fall in
the birth rate. This is reflected in the pyramid by reduced percentages
of the population in very young age groups." T. Lynn Smith, .op. cit.,
p. 29.
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computing the ratio of the former to the latter gives a rather im

portant index of the economic responsibility shouldered by the popu
lation of any specific area.
In the Negro village of Bertrandville, 1955, there were 79.4
persons aged under 15 or 65 or over for every 100 persons 15 to 64,

inclusive; while the ratio for the Negro population of the parish was

only slightly lower, 77.4 persons.

Compared to the ratio of dependents

to contributors of the Negro population of Louisiana, 58.7 persons, and

to that of the United States, 55.2 persons, the Bertrandville and Assump

tion Parish Negroes in the productive years of life are carrying a much

heavier burden than those of the state and Nation.

Again, this is but

another of the serious economic implications caused by the crisis of the

sugar cane industry which precipitated an exodus of the young and able3

bodied Negroes from the parish, leaving behind the aged and Infirm.
The Sex

Ratio.

An important characteristic of any society is the rela

tive number of males and of females in the make-up of its population.
Not only do the proportions of the sexes in the composition of a popula
tion have an important bearing upon its marriage rate, birth rate, and

death rate, but it also, in no small degree, affects all other of its
social and economic processes.
As a means of analyzing the sex composition of a population, the
sex ratio, i.e., the number of males per 100 females, is the method or

criterion most generally used.

Figure 4, showing the sex ratio by age

—
■
,
.
.
_ .
—
For a concise comparative treatment of this aspect of the popula
tion make-up for Louisiana, 11 other Southern States, and the United
States, see the analysis by T. Lynn Smith, op, cit., pp. 35-40.
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for the Negro population of Bertrandville 1935 and Assumption Parish

1930, was constructed from the statistical data presented in Tables

XII, XIII, and XIV.

For the population of Bertrandville there is a

sex ratio of 109.0, as compared to 98.5 for the Negro population of

the parish (Table XIV).

This shows that males, in the aggregate, pre

ponderate over females in the Negro village, while the females slightly
outnumber the males in the Negro parish population.

Similar computa

tion for the total Negro population of Louisiana shows a sex ratio of
This excess of Negro females over males, while generally

only 95.8.

attributed to a disproportionate share of males migrating to the North,

appears to be only one of the factors involved in this complex phenomenon.

4
Figure 4, which gives the sex ratio by age in five-year periods,

shows a marked departure and inconsistency of deviation from the base

line of 100.

village.

Especially is this so for the population of the Negro

But, of course, the smaller number of cases in the village

as compared to the parish is partly responsible for the abnormally high
ratio especially evident in the age grouping 25 to 29, or the very low

ratio in the population 75 years and over.

The scarcity of females in

the 25 to 29 and 45 to 54 age groupings, as well as the excess femin

inity of females 75 years and over, is largely the result of economic

migrations.
The Fertility Ratio.

The continued existence of any society hinges on

^See the interesting and clarifying explanation of the "excessive

femininity of the Negro population” in T. Lynn Smith, Ibid., pp. 44—53.
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Table XIV

Sex Ratios in the Negro Population of Bertrandville,
1935, and Assumption Parish, 1930

Age (years)

Bertrandville

Assumption Parish

Total

109.0

98.5

0-4
5-9
10-14
15-19

69.6
166.7
137.5
104.8

101.0
96.7
110.3
116.3

20-24
25-29
30-34
35-44

111.8
214.3
114.3
75.0

87.0
74.2
80.1
92.2

45-54
55-64
65-74
75-over

175.0
86.7
100.0
45.0

102.3
122.0
96.6
75.4
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the primary requisite of maintaining — either by reproduction, constant

immigration, or both — at least a stationary population.

From a demo

graphic point of view an index of fertility is one of the most vital
indexes reflecting the reproductive vitality of a group, as well as

differences in the composition of a population arising from age, sex,
marriage, and occupational differences.

As a means of measuring the fertility of population in the Negro
Bertrandville, as well as for comparative purposes, computa_________ number of children under 5
tions of the fertility ratios (number of women 15 to 45 times 1,000)

village of

for the Negro population of Bertrandville, Assumption Parish, Louisiana,

and the United States, are graphically presented in Figure 5.

While

the fertility ratio of 488 children (per 1,000 women 15 to 45) in the

village of Bertrandville is more than is necessary to maintain the popu
lation stationary,5 it is nevertheless much lower than the fertility

ratio of 601 for Assumption Parish and the ratio of 568 for the Louisiana

rural farm Negro population.

A comparison of the fertility ratio of

urban Louisiana and urban United States Negro populations shows striking
parallels.

Despite intensive migration to urban centers of Negro males

and females in the most productive ages of life (20-29) the fertility
ratios in these centers are notoriously low.

In the light of the 1930

population estimate (which stated that about 370 children per 1,000
g

women were necessary to maintain population stationary in 1930)

the

5A recent estimate gives 360 as the number of children under five
per 1,000 women aged 16 to 44, inclusive, that would be required to main
tain the population stationary. See the Report of the National Resources
Board, December, 1934, p. 94.
$See 0. E. Baker, "The Effect of Recent Public Policies on the Future

Population Prospect,” Rural Sociology, Vol. II, No. II (June, 1937), p. 129
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POPUL A T/ON
bertrandville

ASSUMPTION
PARISH

LOUISIANA
RURAL FARM
LOUISIANA
RURAL NON-FARM

LOUISIANA
URBAN

LOUISIANA

TOTAL

UNITED STATES
TOTAL

UNITED STATES
URBAN

Figure 5.

Number of Children Under Five Years of Age Per 1,000 Women
15 to 45 Years of Age in the Negro Village of Bertrandville,
1935; Assumption Parish, Louisiana; and the United States, 1950
About 370 Children per 1,000 Women 15 to 45 Years of Age
(child-bearing age) were Necessary to Maintain Population
Stationary in 1930.
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Louisiana and the United States urbanite Negroes are actually failing
by over one-fourth of even maintaining a stationary population.

This

fact has led serious thinkers in the field of population problems to
attribute this phenomenon to a prevalent use of contraceptive methods
of birth control, or to the urban Negro’s serious lack of vitality from

7
a demographic point of view.

Migration.

Throughout this analysis of the Negro population of Bertrand

ville, and to a lesser degree of Assumption Parish, frequent mention was
made of the depopulation movement initiated by the decline of sugar pro

duction and the depletion of the lumber industry.

In this connection,

Figure 1 (the population pyramid), showing the growth and decline of
population in Assumption Parish by race, 1810 to 1930, and Figure 2, which
expresses the same phenomenon in percentages as well as absolute numbers,

deserve serious consideration.

Although the population pyramid reflects

a constant relative loss of Negroes beginning with 1870 and consistently

increasing with each decade, it was not until the decade 1910-1920 that
the loss by migration became absolute in number.

It is precisely in

this decade that the plant diseases, red rot and mosaic, began their

serious invasion of the sugar cane fields which resulted in all but total

annihiliatlon of the industry in the years 1924 to 1926.

The severe trop

ical hurricane of August, 1926, augmented the plight of the area and did

considerable damage to the small remainihg crop of sugar cane which had
successfully withstood the onslaught of the plant diseases.

As a grande

.
.
. .
.
—
—See T. Lynn Smith, op, cit.. p. 34. Of. Warren S. Thompson, Popu
lation Problems (New lork, 1935), pp. 157-164.
-
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finale there came closely following these two economic disasters the

catastrophic flood of the spring of 1927 which forced out hundreds of

people (mostly whites) from the interior settlements of the parish to

higher lands, many of whom removed from the area altogether.

In

Assumption Parish — the parish which forms the very heart of the "Sugar
Bowl," and which devoted the highest percentage (51.4) of its cultivated
area to sugar cane in 1910 — the Negro loss tv migration was most pro

nounced.

With no other enterprises to absorb the economically displaced

plantation and village Negroes, their only recourse was migrating to

places (principally urban centers) where economic conditions were seem
ingly better.

Thus it was that in the decades 1910-1950 this parish

experienced an absolute loss of 3,786 Negroes (37.5 per cent of its

Negro population).

Nor was the depletion of the white population much

less significant, for the parish suffered in these two decades the abso
lute loss of 4,350 (51.0 per cent of the white element.
As is usually the case, economic wreckage and social weckage par

alleled each other.

In a few words T. Lynn Smith concisely describes

the social implications arising from the economic depression:
Abandoned plantations; dismantled sugar houses; unoccupied
cabins falling apart from lack of care; fertile and well-located
lands out of cultivation and growing up with weeds, briars, and
thickets; decadent towns, villages, and hamlets; business enter
prises closed out, bankrupt or in straitened circumstances; schools
...struggling to maintain a semblance of their functions — all
of these cry out the depressing story of the collapse of the
sugar industry.

And in no other parish in the entire Sugar Area were these conditions

®T. Lynn Smith, "The Depopulation of Louisiana’s Sugar Bowl," to
be published in Farm Economics, May, 1938.

better exemplified than in Assumption Parish.

A study of the popu

lation pyramid (Figure 1) clearly reveals that the loss of population

in Assumption Parish caused by the decadence of the sugar and lumber
industries during the last two decades was much greater than the loss
of human element occurring during the decade of the Civil War and its

aftermath.

Marital Status.

The social stability of a community is often reflected

in the marital composition of its population.

Accordingly, Figures 6

and 7 (based on Tables XV and XVI), showing the marital status of the
heads of households and of the population 16 years and over in the

Negro village of Bertrandville, were constructed.

A significant factor

revealed in these two charts is the rather high percentage of the law

fully married element (63.5 for the heads of households and 50.4 for

the population 16 years and over) as compared to the common-law marri
age (7.1 and 6.0 per cent, respectively).

Although the Negro population

16 years and over for the state has a higher proportion married (60.0
per cent), it must be remembered that the state’s percentage represents

the sum total of all types of marriages, lawful as well as common-law.
Only one case of separation was reported in the village; divorces were

absent altogether.

The percentage of females widowed (9.4) was exactly

twice as high in the village as that of the males (4.7), yet much lower
than the Negro rate for the state (15.9).

This significant difference

apparently indicates that the marital status in the Negro village is

morfe stable than that of the Negroes in the state as a whole.

The per

centage of single persons in the Negro village was only slightly higher
than that of the state, 28 and 27 per cent, respectively.

However, when

-83-
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Table XV

Merits1 Status of the Heads of Households
in the Negro Village of Bertrandville, 1955
SE8.‘

Marital Status

Number

Per cent

Total

85

100.0

Married

54

63.5

Single

3

3.5

Separated

1

1.2

Widowed

15

17.6

Widower

6

7.1

Common-law Marriage

6

7.1

Table XVI
Marital Status of the Population 16 lears and
Over in the Negro Village of Bertrandville, 1955

Marital Status

Number

Per cent

Total

234

100.0

Married

118

50.4

66

28.2

3

1.3

Widowed

22

9.4

Widower

11

4.7

Common-law marriage

14

6.0

Single

Separated
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compared to the rate of the single population of the state (54 per

cent), Negro single persons are much scarcer in the village.

It

appears, then, that Negroes in this village as well as those in the
state ma.rry at younger ages than whites.

Religious Composition.

An important characteristic of any population

is its attitude towards religion.

Rural Negroes, as a rule, are gen

erally considered to be more religiously inclined than the average
white population.

As a means of depicting the relative degree of im

portance of religion in this Negro village, Figure 8 (based on Table
XVII) was constructed to show the percentage distribution of membership
by church affiliation for the total Negro population of Bertrandville.

Interestingly enough, more than half of the total population (52.6 per
cent) are Catholics.

V/hile the majority of the Negroes in the state

are either Baptists or Methodists, this unusually high percentage of

Catholics is largely attributed to the location of the village.

Inter

spersed in and surrounded by a sea of French Catholic influence, the

majority of the Negroes in this village have accepted the dominant
religion of the area.

sented.

However, the Baptist religion is well repre

More than one out of every three persons (37.0) are Baptists

by faith, while the Methodists are meagerly represented, with only

one out of every 10 persons subscribing to that belief.

Three persons

— less than one per cent of the total population — of whom one was

a Virginian by birth, said they believed in neither a heaven nor a

hell, priest or preacher.

With the exception of these three wise men,

this Negro village is composed of a "believing" population, varying
in intensity, however, from the most pious to a rather definite
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luke-warmness — one might say a lack of sustained application on the
part of some of the faithful to the doctrines and tenets of their

respective faiths.
Fraternal Organizations.

Affiliated with the different religious groups

are the various fraternal organizations of the village.

Figure 9 (based

on Table XVIII) shows the percentage distribution of membership in these

organizations.

The Friends of Hope, with a membership of 68 (17.5 per

cent of the total population), and the Knights of Saint Matthews, number

ing 42 persons (10.7 per cent), are nominally Baptist organizations.
Actually, however, the brotherhood is composed of persons from all three

religious denominations, with a Catholic serving as president of the

Friends of Hope.

The Saint Vincent de Paul and the Peter Claiborne or

ganizations are supposed to be primarily Catholic organizations; however,

various denominations are represented in these as in the preceding ones.
For the population as a whole, more than one out of every three persons
(36.0 per cent) hold membership in a fraternal organization.

Under the

section devoted to institutions, the nature and function of these organ*-

izations as well as of the various religious institutions will be taken

into consideration.
Language Composition.

Of the 85 heads of households in the Negro village,

50 heads and the members of their families spoke English only, while the

remaining 35 heads as well as some members of their families were bi
lingual but with English preference.

There were no families nor any mem

bers of any one family who either spoke French by preference or French
only.

It is rather interesting to note that the Negro has been more

susceptible to the French influence in religion than in language.
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Table XVII

Church Affiliation of Heads of Households and
All Other Members of Households in the Negro
Village of Bertrandville, 1935

Heads of Households
Number
Per cent

Religious
beliefs

Other members of household
Number
Per cent

Total

85

100.0

308

100.0

Catholic
Baptist

39
35

45.9
41.2

168
110

54.6
35.7

9
2

10.6
2.3

29
1

9.4
.3

Methodist
Non-believer

Table XVIII
Number and Per Cent of Heads of Households
and Other Members of Households Belonging to
Fraternal Organizations in the Negro Village
of Bertrandville, 1935

Fraternal
organization

Heads of households
Number
Per cent

Other members of hous6-^-^
Per cent . .
Number

Total

67

78.8

77

25.0

Friends of Hope
St. Matthew

30
24

35.3
28.2

38
18

12.3
5.8

St. Vincent de Paul
Peter Claiborne

11
2

12.9
2.3

19
2

6.2
.6
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Educational Composition.

A reading and writing knowledge of the English

language, while not absolutely essential to earning a living, is certain

ly a basic tool to a broader understanding of social living.

Two tabu

lations were made to show the educational status of the Negro population
of the village:

Table XIX for the heads of households and Table XX for

the total population of the Negro village.

Of the 85 heads of house

holds, 16 (18.8 per cent) equally divided between males and females have

had no formal education and are unable to read or write any language.

A glance at the table reveals that only four of the heads have advanced
academically further than the grammar school level.

Of these four, two

males have completed one year of high school, and two females, one of

whom is now teaching school in the village, have completed besides their
high school two years of college.

The median academic school education

for the heads of households was 2.8 grades.

A study of Table XX, which treats the total population of the
village, shows that there were 55 children under seven years of age who
were not in school.

Of the population seven years and over there were

28 persons (20 of whom were females) who reported having no formal edu
cation.

Twenty persons (11 males and nine females) completed a grammar

school education, as compared to four (all males) for the heads of

households.

Nine persons (six of whom were females) completed one year

of high school; one person completed two years of high school; four
completed three years; and one completed the secondary education require
ments.

The median academic school education for the population seven

years and over was 5.5 grades.

The section devoted to institutions will
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Table XIX

Educational Status of Heads of Households
in Bertrandville

Highest grade
completed

Total
Number Per cent

Male
Number Pe r cent

Female
Number Per cent

Total

85

100.0

67

78.8

18

21.2

No formal education
First

16
6

18.8
7.0

8
5

9.4
5.9

8
1

9.4
1.1

Second
Third

9
14

10.6
16.5

7
12

8.2
14.1

2
2

2.4
2.4

Fourth
Fifth

11
10

12.9
11.8

9
9

10.6
10.6

2
1

2.4
1.1

Sixth
Seventh

11
4

12.9
4.7

11
4

12.9
4.7

0
0

0.0
0.0

2
0

2.4
0.0

2
0

2.4
0.0

0
2

0.0
2.4

First year high
Second year college
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Table XX
Educational Status of All Members of Households,
By Sex, 1936

Highest grade
completed___ _
Total

Total
Number Per cent

Male
Number Per cent

Female
Number Pat* nATTh

393

100.0

202

151.4

191

48.6

Not in school(under 7) 53
No formal education
28

13.5
7.1

25
8

6.4
2.0

28
20

7.1
5.1

First
Second

33
31

8.4
7.9

19
19

4.8
4.3

14
12

3.5
3.0

Third
Fourth

51
52

13.0
13.2

30
27

7.6
6.9

21
25

5.3
6.4

Fifth
Sixth

54
54

13.7
13.7

28
29

7.1
7.4

26
25

6.6
6.4

Seventh
First year high

20
9

5.1
2.3

11
3

2.8
.8

9
6

2.3
1.5

Second year high
Third year high

1
4

0.3
1.0

0
3

0.0
0.8

1
1

0.3
0.3

Fourth year high
Second year college

1
2

0.3
0.5

0
0

0.0
0.0

1
2

0.3
0.5
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include a treatment of the educational set-up in this Negro village.

Economic and Social Status

Occupation.

Of paramount importance to the economic stability of an

individual or group is the ability and opportunity of the members to
earn a living.

The nature and degree of permanence of a person’s work

or occupation will be reflected to a considerable extent in the physical
and cultural environment in which he lives.
As agriculture furnishes the principal source of occupation in the

parish of Assumption, one would expect to find the Negroes of this

village employed in occupations directly or indirectly associated with
agriculture.

Figure 10 (based on Table XXI) shows the percentage dis

tribution of occupations followed by the heads or subheads of households

in the Negro village of Bertrandville during the year 1935.

The harvest

ing of sugar cane and rice, as well as the cultivation of the crops
(common field labor), furnished employment for the large majority of the

village Negroes at various intervals during the entire year; while seven
heads secured employment from the Works Progress Administration ranging
in duration from four to ten months.

Twelve heads of households (14.0

per cent) were classed as farm operators, most of whom, however, supple
mented this type of work by hiring out on plantations during the rush
cane-cutting season.

Sporadic periods of unemployment were the lot of

quite a number of heads of households during 1935.

Thirty-one (36.5

per cent) of the heads were at one time or other idle from two to six
months out of the year.

For comparative purposes, Figure 11 (based on Table XXII) shows
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Table XXI
Principal Occupations Followed by Heads or
Subheads of Households at Various Periods
From January 1 to December 51, 1955

Number

Occupation

Per cent

Total number of heads

85

Farm operator
Common fieldhand

12
28

14.1
32.9

Cutting, loading and
handling sugar cane

45

50.6

W.P.A. work
Direct relief

7
.9

8.2
10.6

Carpenter
Cutting rice
Idle

4
13
31

4.7
15.3
36.5

Table XXII

Occupational Status of Heads of Households
in September, 1936

Number

Per cent..

Total

85

100.0

Ordinary fieldhand
Idle

21
9

24.7
10.6

W.P.A. work
Railroad section worker

6
3

7.1
3.5

Too old to work
Direct relief

9
4

10.6
4.7

9
24

10.6
28.2

Occupation

Operator
Miscellaneous
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the occupational status of the heads of households when interviewed in

the early days of September, 1936.

It clearly reveals that agricul

tural labor of the daily wage type was still the major source of employ

ment, even during this lull period preceding the harvesting of the
cane crop.
As a further means of comparison, data were collected (Table

XXIII) for the occupations followed by the fathers of the present heads
of households.

Over half (60 per cent) of the fathers of the present

heads of households were hired farm laborers; 12 (14.0 per cent) were
plantation laborers in servitude; and 13 (15 per cent) were farm opera

tors.

Nine were classified as folloing other labor of whom four of these

were carpenters.

Generally speaking, the occupations followed by the

fathers of the present heads have passed on to the sons.

This is espec

ially true in respect to farm operators and carpenters.

Income.

From the data collected in the survey, Figure 12 (based on

Table XXIV) was constructed to show the distribution of income among

the households of Bertrandville in 1955.

One out of every three heads

of households (28 or 33.0 per; cent) reported a cash income of less than

$150.00.

Of these, 14 (16.5 per cent) earned less than $100.00.

This

extremely low rate of income ($100.00 or less) was characteristic of

the family composed of only two old people whose children had long ago
left the family home and who were in most cases unable to support their
father and mother.

The predominant agricultural occupation of the

majority of the heads of households is reflected in their annual income.

The median monetary income per head of household in 1935 was $250.00.
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Table XXIII

Occupations Followed by Fathers of Heads
of Households in the Negro Village of Bertrandville

Occupation

Number

Per cent

Total

85

100.0

Hired farm labor
Farm operator

51
13

60.0
15.3

Former slaves
Other labor

12
9

14.0
10.6
_

Table XXIV

Distribution of Income Among the Households
of Bertrandville

Gross yearly
cash income

Number

Per cent

Total

85

100.0

$0-99
100-149
150-199

14
14
12

16.5
16.5
14.1

200-249
250-299
50,0-349

12
7
10

14.1
8.3
11.7

350-399
400-499
500-599

4
4
3

4.7
4.7
3.5

600-699
700-1100

2
3

2.4
3.5
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GROSS YEARLY
INCOME
i
o
10 0
15 0
200

250

3 00
35 0
4 00

5 00

600
700

Figurelg
1GU
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The households reporting an income of over $500.00 were not composed

of agricultural workers.

The largest income, $1,100.00, was made by

the head of a household who is in the common-carrier business, and

who operates a gambling place.

Of the 85 households, 42 (49.0 per

cent) received monetary contribution in 1955 from members other than

the head.

The average number of contributors per contributing house

holds was approximately two persons, and the degree of relationship
of the contributors to the heads of households was as follows:

32

were sons of the head; seven were daughters; six were sons-in-law; 10
were wives of the heads; and five were in no manner related to the
heads of households.

Expenditures.

According to the data collected it appears that the

members of the average household in this Negro village are spending
Figure 13 (based on Table XXV) was constructed

less than they earn.

to show the percentage distribution of the total expenditure per house

hold in Bertrandville.

The median total expenditure was $169.00 per

household for 1955, as compared to $250.00 median income per household.

Food Expenditures.

Among the working population of any country, food

is by far the most important item in the family budget.

Carle C. Zim

merman, in his analysis of the principal food studies of the world

concludes that "the great masses of the population of the world under

normal conditions generally use between 55 and 65 per cent of their

total energy for food satisfaction."®

Table XXVI shows the food ex

penditure per household in the Negro village of Bertrandville.

If

9Carle C. Zimmerman, Consumption and Standards of Living (New
York, 1936), p. 61.
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Figure 13. Percentage Ji
otricution dno.vinb Total axpenaiture per Household
in tne Negro /iliage oi Bertranaville, 1^35.
^Based on Table XXV.)
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Table XXV

Total Expenditures per Household in the Negro
Village of Bertrandville, 1955

Gross yearlyexpenditures
Total

Number

Per cent

85

100.0

3
7

3.5
8.2

75-99
100-124

11
6

12.9
7.1

125-149
150-174

10
7

11.8
8.2

175-199
200-249

5
7

5.9
8.2

250-299
300-549

13
5

15.3
5.9

350-399
400-449

3
1

3.5
1.2

450-499
500-599

2
3

2.4
3.5

600-1000

2

2.4

$0-49
50-74
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Table XXVI

Food Expenditures per Household in the Negro
Village of Bertrandville, 1935

Expenditures

Number

Per cent

Under $50
50-75

8
19

9.4
22.3

75-100
100-125

17
4

20.0
4.7

125-150
150-175

8
9

9.4
10.6

175-225
225-275

12
5

15.3
5.9

275-325
325-375

1
1

1.2
1.2

Table XXVII
Number and Size of Gardens in the Negro Village
of Bertrandville, 1935

Size (acres)

Number

Per cent

Total

78

91.8

One-fourth
One-half

43
28

55.1
35.9

6
1

7.7
1.3

One
Two
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this table is compared to the preceding one (Table XXV), it will be

seen that Engel's law — "the poorer an individual, a family, or a
people, the greater must be the percentage of the income necessary

for the maintenance of physical sustenance, and again of this a
greater portion must be allowed for food"^ — tends to hold good for

these Negro households.
hold in 1935 was $98.00.

The median expenditure for food per house
However, it must be taken into consideration

that this actual monetary expenditure for food does not represent the
total value or amount of food consumed.

Characteristic of this village

are the numerous gardens dotting the landscape.

Although the nature

and economic value of gardens to households will be treated under the
section dealing with the relations of people to land, two tables are

presented to show the importance of gardens in this Negro village.
XXVII gives the number and size of gardens in the village.

Table

Seventy

eight (92.0 per cent) of the households cultivated gardens varying in
size from approximately one-fourth of an acre to two acres, with the
average garden consisting of about one-fourth acre of land.

Table

XXVIII lists, in order of their prevalence, the kinds of vegetables
grov/n by the respective households of the village.

Butter beans, sweet

potatoes, okraa, and Irish potatoes, in the order named, ranked as the

four vegetables most often produced, as well as the most desirable ones

*■
from the point of view of the Negroes.

It need hardly be mentioned

that if a monetary value could be assessed on each vegetable product
consumed from the gardens, the expenditure for food per household would
be much higher.
1QIbid., p. 101.
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Table XXVIII
Number and Per Cent of Households in the Negro
Village of Bertrandville Growing the Following Vegetables

Kind of
vegetable

Number

Per cent

Total households
Total households with gardens

85
78

100.0
91.8

Beans
Sweet potatoes
Okra

78
77
76

91.8
91.0
89.4

Irish potatoes
Mustard greens
Onions

72
43
34

84.7
50.6
40.0

Peas
Cabbage
Corn

33
31
28

38.8
36.5
32.9

Tomatoes
Pumpkins
Turnips

20
19
8

23.5
22.4
9.4

Beets
Lettuce
Watermelon

6
3
3

7.1
3.5
3.5

Chalets
String beans
Carrots

2
2
1

2.3
2.3
1.7
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Clothing Expenditure.

Among a rural agricultural population, of whom

a large proportion are middle-aged persons, clothing expenditures are

usually much lower than in an urban population.

Table XXIX shows the

clothing expenditures per household in the Negro village of Bertrand
ville for the year 1935.

A comparison of the annual income (Table XXV)

with clothing expenditures shows that there is a definite relation ex
isting between these two factors, although not absolute and general in

every respect.

The data also reveal a rather low clothing expenditure

per household.

In fact, the median expenditure for clothing was only

$20.58 per household, less than one-fourth of the median expenditures
for food per household.
Health Expenditures.

If a low health expenditure is an index of well

being, the Negroes in this village are quite a healthy group.

Table

XXX shows the health expenditure per household in the Negro village of

Bertrandville for the year 1935.

Nearly one-fourth of the households

reported no expenditures whatsoever as far as health was concerned.
Thirty-seven (44 per cent) of the households spent less than five dollars

on health.
only $4.30.

In fact, the median health expenditure per household was

However, these figures do not tell the whole story.

It

will be shown under the section devoted to fraternal institutions that
the Negroes of this village through their so-called benevolent societies
have developed a definite aspect of socialized medical aid, which partly
accounts for the low health expenditures.

Nevertheless, a study of the

data shows that it is precisely in those households in which there is

little or no health expenditures that one finds an absence of membership
in fraternal organizations.

These are the poorest households in the
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Table XXIX

Clothing Expenditures per Household in the Negro
Village of Bertrandville, 1935

Amount of
expenditures

Number

Per cent

Total

85

100.0

Under $10
10-19
20-29

15
26
18

17.7
30.6
21.2

30-39
40-49
50-59

8
7
3

9.4
8.2
3.5

60-over

8

9.4

Table XXX

Health Expenditures per Household in the Negro
Village of Bertrandville, 1935

Amount of
expenditures__________________ Number__________ __ ______ Per cent
Total

85

100.0

No expenditures
$1-4
5-9

18
37
6

21.2
43.5
7.1

10-19
20-29
30-50

13
7
4

15.3
8.2
4.7
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the village in which simple home remedies supplemented by an occasional
box of patented pills must serve the purpose.
Expenditures for Education.

Of the 85 households, 78 (92 per cent) re

ported no expenditures whatever for education, i.e., no newspapers,
periodicals, or literature of any kind.

Three heads of households re

ported spending one to five dollars annually for occasional purchases
of newspapers and various periodicals, while the members of one other

household estimated their educational expenditures between five and ten

dollars annually.

Only in three households did expenditures -of an edu

cational nature exceed ten dollars per year.

Church Expenditures.

A very small amount of the annual income per house

hold is used for church expenditures.

From the data collected, 52 house

holds (61 per cent) reported no expenditures whatever; 20 reported ex

penditures of one to two dollars and a half; 11 reported expenditures

above two dollars and fifty cents but under five dollars; and two house
holds reported expenditures of $10.00 annually.

Expenditures for Recreation.

Because of limited income only a few of the

households can afford to indulge in commercial amusements.

Sixty-eight

(80 per cent) of the households reported no expenditures at all; five
reported expenditures under $10.00; four, under $20.00; and seven above

$20.00 but under $50.00.
Ovmership Status.

One of the outstanding characteristics of this Negro

village is the tenacious desire on the part of the married population
to own their homes.

Even if it consists of but two rooms (in some cases

only one) they nevertheless derive a certain satisfaction from this

fact.

Figure 14 (based on Table XXXI) shows the tenure status by place
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Figure 14, Percentage Distribution Showing Tenure Status by place of Residence of
the Heaas of Households in the Negro Villa6e of Eertrunuville, 1955.
(Baseo on Table XXXI .)
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Table XXXI

Residential Tenure of the Heads of Households
in the Negro Village of Bertrandville

Per cent

Tenure

Number

Total

85

100.0

Owner

62

72.9

Monthly rent

11

12.9

Free rent

6

7.1

Tax rent

6

7.1

Table XXXII

Number of Rooms per House in the Negro
Village of Bertrandville

Number of rooms

Number

Per cent

Total

85

100.0

One
Two
Three

2
7
54

2.4
8.2
40.0

Four
Five
Six

7
20
15

8.2
25.6
17.6
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of residence of the heads of households.

Nearly three-fourths of the

heads of households (73 per cent) ov/n the home in which they live, and
50 (59 per cent) of these home-owning heads also own the lots on which

their houses are built.

Six heads of households are classified under

free rent, i.e., they live in the house of an absentee owner without
paying a monetary rent.

However, they perform a service to the owner

in that they safeguard his property.

There are also six heads of house

holds living in houses belonging to relatives who permit them to live

in these houses provided they pay the small annual tax rent for the
house and lot.

Figure 15 (based on Table XXXII) was constructed to show the number

of rooms per house in the village.

The three-room house, i.e., two

rooms and one kitchen, is typical of over one-third of the houses in

the village.

Tabulations were also made showing
ing these homes.

the size of households inhabit

Figure 16 (based on Table XXXIII) gives the number of

persons per household in the Negro village of Bertrandville.

Although

the chart reveals the wide range of one to 13 persons per household,
the median sized household consisted of four persons.

Housing Facilities.

As an index to the adequacy of the houses in the

Negro village, data were collected on a number of factors associated

with housing facilities.

TableXXXIV shows the conveniences found in

these Negro homes in September, 1936.

Of the 85 households, only one enjoyed the convenience of a modern

bathroom, although three had water piped inside the house.

Five house

holds were using electricity for all lighting purposes, and in four of
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the Negro Village of Bertrunaville, ido5.
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Table XXXIII

Number of Persons per Household in the Negro
Village of Bertrandville, 1956

Number of persons
per household

Number

Per cent

Total

85

100.0

One
Two
Three

9
14
16

10.6
16.5
18.8

Four
Five
Six

13
5
5

15.4
5.9
5.9

Seven
Eight
Nine

6
6
5

7.0
7.0
5.9

Ten
Eleven
Twelve

2
2
1

2.3
2.3
1.2

Thirteen

1

1.2
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Table XXXIV

Housing Facilities Found in the Negro
Village of Bertrandville, 1936

Facility

Total number of houses

Number

Per cent

85
1
3
5

1.2
3.5
5.9

1
11
47

1.2
12.9
55.3

7
4

8.3
4.7

Telephone
Daily paper
Sewing machine

3
5
36

5.5
5.9
42.4

Electric refrigerator
Ice box
Phonograph

1
25
1

1.2
29.4
1.2

Modern bathroom
Running water
Electricity
Screened porch
Screened windows
Glass windows
Glass windows in
front of house only
Radio
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Table XXXIV
Housing Facilities Found in the Negro
Village of Bertrandville, 1956

Facility

Total number of houses
Modern bathroom
Running water
Electricity

Number

Per cent

85
1
3
5

1.2
3.5
5.9

1
11
47

1.2
12.9
55.3

7
4

8.3
4.7

Telephone
Daily paper
Sewing machine

3
5
36

3.5
5.9
42.4

Electric refrigerator
Ice box
Phonograph

1
25
1

1.2
29.4
1.2

Screened porch
Screened windows
Glass windows

Glass windows in
front of house only
Radio
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of these there were electric radios.

Eleven.of the 85 households had

screened windows, while 47 (55 per cent) contained glass windows.

houses had glass windows only in front.

Seven

There are three private tele

phones in the village, which are always available to any member of the

village who needs the use of a phone.

In five households can be found

a daily newspaper — the New Orleans Times-Picayune.

Sewing machines

were rather numerous with 36 (42 per cent) of the households reporting

the ownership and use of some sort of sewing machine.
As to type of cooking facilities, the wood-burning stove was almost

universally used.

Of the 85 households in the village, 81 (95 per cent)

reported having wood stoves, with four reporting kerosene stoves.
XXXV shows the sources of drinking water in the village.

Table

In 31 of the

better economically fixed households cisterns (mostly wooden) were used
to store the rain water.

As the table reveals, wooden barrels, iron

drums (mostly empty asphalt drums), and open kettles were also used to

a great extent to store rainwater.

Two .families

drank the water from

their shallow wells in their back yards, while 13 ifamilies

had to haul, /

from their neighbors, every drop of their drinking water.
Credit Accounts.

Since 73 (85 per cent) of the heads of households of

this Negro village bought their food supply from the same general mer
chandise store, information was secured from the owner of this store

relative to the credit rating of these particular Negroes.

Table XXXVI

gives the amount owed to this store by the Negro heads of households at

the end of 1935 and 1936.

The table reveals that 35 (48 per cent) of

the 73 households owed the store in varying amounts in 1935, compared
to 32 (44 per cent) of the households in 1936.

\

The median debt per
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Table XXXV

Source of Drinking Water in the Negro
Village of Bertrandville

Per cent

Source

Number

Total

85

100.0

Cistern
Wooden barrel

31
15

56.4
17.7

Iron drum
Open kettle

20
4

23.5
4.7

Shallow well
Haul water

2
13

2.4
15.4

Table XXXVI
Amount Owed to General Merchandise Store by Certain
Negro Heads of Households in the Village of Bertrandville
at the End of the Years 1935 and 1936

Amount owed

Number

1935
Per cent

Number

1936
Per cent

Total

35

47.9

32

43.8

$1-9.99
10-19.99

3
13

4.1
17.8

3
14

4.1
19.2

20-29.99
30-39.99

7
6

9.6
8.2

7
2

9.6
2.7

40-60

6

8.2

6

8.2
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household in 1955 was $22.15 to a median debt of $19.30 for 1936.

Commenting on his Negro credit accounts, the owner of this store
(whom many of the Negro heads of households refer to as the kind-

hearted white man who saved their children from starvation during the
height of the last depression) remarked:

"If entrance into Heaven can

be bought on credit quite a number of my Negro clients of Bertrandville

are destined to occupy the most favored places."

CHAPTER IV

RELATIONS OF THE PEOPLE TO THE LAND

The Cultural Heritage.

It is generally agreed among students of race

relations that very little if any trace of African culture still sur
vives among the American Negroes.

In fact, Charles S. Johnson is of the

opinion that "the American Negro represents on the whole a cultural

detachment as nearly complete as has occurred in the migration of any

people.
The Negroes of this village have largely acquired the customs and

beliefs of the dominant white culture existing in the area.

Forced at

first to conform to a stereotype cultural pattern adapted to slavery,

these Negroes, especially the younger generation, are gradually elimin
ating the remnants of cultural hangovers from servitude.

Interspersed among a sea of French culture it is not suprising
that these Negroes should have patterned a number of their organizations

and institutions after those of the French.

This is especially evident

in domestic and religious institutions, as well as in various food

habits and amusements.

Forms of Settlement.

In the transition from the plantation to the in

dependent village, the Negroes at first followed rather closely the
pattern of settlement which was intimately associated with their life

and labor — the plantation quarters.

The lane type of settlement de

veloped in this area by the Negroes is essentially a reproduction of the
\fillis D. Weatherford and Charles S. Johnson, Race .Relations
(Boston, 19S4), p. 94.
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type of quarters found even today on the large sugar cane plantations.
One might say that the lane is an appendage of the plantation, an element

associated with large-scale sugar agriculture of south Louisiana.

There

is a difference, however, in the type and construction of the houses, as

well as in the manner they are placed adjacent to the lane.

For example,

the typical sugar plantation quarters generally consist of a row of houses
or huts uniform in type and construction and invariably laid out side by

side so that the front of the house faces a plantation road which runs at
right angle to the main highway.

The lane type of settlement, on the

other hand, does not represent such a homogeneous uniformity of houses
neither in type, construction, nor placement.

A glance at photograph 1

(which shows a typical lane settlement, page 15), is illustrative of this

fact.

Quite often in the lane settlement the front house and the one in

the immediate rear are facing the main highway instead of the lane.
Size of Holdings.

As mentioned in a previous chapter, the original Ber

trand Lane has, in the course of time, developed into a line-village

settlement extending along the main highway for exactly one mile.

Within

this area are included 12 small farms ranging in size from five to 18
acres.

However, neither these present land-owning Negroes nor their fore

fathers were originators of this line settlement, for it dates back almost
100 years previous to the emergence of Bertrandville.

The creation of the

original lane, nevertheless, was the nucleus which led to the shifting of
land holders in this limited area from a white to a Negro peasantry.

The 12 farms combined represents a total of 134 acres which makes

the average farm slightly larger than 11 acres in size.

With the exception

of two farms (having a breadth of two acres each), the remaining 10 farms
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are of one-acre frontage with varying depths of five to 10 acres.

These

12 farm otmars, however, do not represent the total landovmers of the
village, but rather the elite in land ownership.

As has been shown, the

majority of the heads of households (59 per cent) are a lot-owning group.

Four heads of households (8 per cent) own two-acre lots, while 18 heads

(56 per cent) have one-acre strips.

In the smaller-sized

lot, 13 heads

(26 per cent) own one-half acre of land, while 15 heads own lots of only

one-fourth acre in size.

In every instance the house and other small

buildings standing on these plots of land belongs to the owner of the

land.
Livestock Owned.
a team of horses.

Only one landowner owns a team of mules and two of them
However, 12 heads of households ovm one horse each,

while two heads are the proud possessors of one mule each.

But judging

from the appearance of these two mules, one would conclude that they are
just about ready for the sausage and soap manufacturer, rather than the

plow.

Twenty-four heads of households (28 per cent) own one or two milk

cows; 14 heads (17 per cent) ovm one or two beef cattle; 26 heads (31 per

cent) own one to three hogs; while three heads reported having one to four
pigs.

Table XXXVII, which presents the poultry population of Bertrandville,

shows that 75 (86 per cent) of the heads of households own varying numbers
of chickens, the median number being 25 heads to the flock.
Life and Labor in Bertrandville.

hahd.

"Time is hahd white folks, Ah mean

Ef Ah ain’t had this heah garden patch during de dee-pression Ah

s’pec Ah w’uld be too pore to walk now."

So said one of the heads of
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households in Bertrandville as he stopped hoeing for a few minutes to

Table XXXVII

Poultry Owned by Heads of Households
in the Negro Village of Bertrandville,
1956

Number of
chickens

Number

Per cent

Total

75

100.0

Under 20
20-29
50-49

27
34
7

37.0
46.5
9.6

3
1
1

4.1
1.4
1.4

50-G9
70-99
100-130

•wipe his brow and engage in conversation.
The value and importance of gardens to the Negroes of this village
cannot be adequately expressed in a statistical table.

A better apprecia

tion can be had if one visits the area in the spring or fall seasons of

the year.

For one. mile in length on the slope of the rich batture soil

of Bayou Lafourche the landscape is literally covered with gardens.

Even

the owner of the smallest lot will, if at all possible, reserve a spot
of land for his garden.

A number of families have two and sometimes three

garden patches scattered on the batture and in the fields.

It often

happens that a head of a household will have a small garden in his back
yard, a larger one on the batture, and a still larger one on the property
of a white landowner.

The arrangement is of such a nature that the white

person furnishes the land, seed, and mule team, while the Negro furnishes
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the manual labor with both parties enjoying the fruits of the land.
Since a number of garden plots in the village are too large to be turned

over with a spade, the Negroes working these plots will usually borrow
a team of mules and a plow from a white planter in the area.

Because

of a scarcity of laborers in this area during the cane-cutting season,

a good-working and dependable Negro is able to extract quite a few favors
from a planter at various times during the course of the year, solely
on the promise that he will cut or haul cane for that particular planter.
A number of Negroes also get their wood supply from the white planters

of the surrounding area, as well as a few dollars in advance to carry

them through until the cane harvesting season.
It is especially in the dull and idle seasons that part-time farm
ing of the gardens has its largest personnel.

Out of work and out of

money, the Negro says he has "to dig the dirt to git som’t’en to eat."

Table XXXIII, of the preceding chapter, listed a variety of vegetables
that were most often grown in these gardens.

every garden of the area.

Butter beans were grown in

Diy beans cooked with a slab of salt meat is

a dish that the Negroes relish.

Potatoes, both sweet and Irish, as well

as okra, were grown in practically every garden.

A number of these house

holds have home-grown potatoes almost the entire year.

As to green vege

tables, it appears that the Negroes of this area have a definite preference

for mustard greens and cabbage.

Quite a number of them bemoan the fact

that the bugs and insects "jes et ’em up as fas’ as dey grew."

The same

comments were also voiced about pumpkins and tomatoes.
In the chapter analyzing the composition of the population, it was
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shown that there were in the village quite a few aged Negroes who could
no longer engage in active work.

However, these old fellows still like

to move around a little so they spend part of the day working in their
respective gardens.
*

The oldest resident of the village, an old man over

93 years of age, still works in his garden.

said:

Commenting on this fact, he

"Ah likes to come here often and wurk a little cuz Ah forgits mah

aches and troubles when Ah piddle wit’ de dirt.

Ah tell you, w’ite

folks, Ah jes like to see things grow." "I’se been a cane-field worker

put'ty near all mah life; fur 75 years Ah seen dem tender cane shoots
sprouting from de dirt and growing bigger’n bigger till we laid ’em low.
H’it jes ’bout made me sick when de boss said Ah wuz too ole fur cane

field wurk. • But de day Ah gits too ole to wurk mah garden I’se gonna lay

down and die."

One cannot help but admire .the philosophy of life of this

old darky who is approaching the century mark.
One of the best gardens in the village is raised by a Negro head of
a household who had the misfortune of losing his left arm.

He has, how

ever, devised a way of slipping the handle of the hoe through a loop hole

attached to a strap which hangs from his left shoulder to his right side.
In this manner he is able to do as much garden work as the average person.
But one-arm Felix has to do lots of planting and hoeing to put enough

vegetables on his table to feed a family of 12 persons.

Perhaps there is

a bit of truth in the saying of the old darky, Nelson, who comments as

follows:

"De trubble wit’ Felix is dat he’s a day and night wurker; he’s

jes’ lak Thomas Cola; dem fellows gittin’ too ole fur dat kind of humbug;

day's done got too many kids now."
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Old Irene Johnson, who is over 75 years of age, still grows enough

vegetables in her garden to make two trips a week to the nearby village
of Plattenville and sell vegetables to her "w'ite folks."

"When Ah gits

too tired to hoe, Ah jes pack mah pipe full of 'bacco an’ do mah restin'
settin’ by de wat’ta edge, fishing."

Not only Irene, but a number of

the octogenarians of the village indulge in this pastime.

Occasionally some of these old darkys will be laid up with rheuma

tism, and thereby rendered unable to produce their garden vegetables.
The usual outcome is that they are placed on the relief rolls of the

parish.

Old Gustave relates some interesting experiences with the re

lief personnel.

"You know, mister, a w'ite person came over heah las'

yeah and tole the peeple dat all de pore an' hawngry cullud folks of

de village must go to Napoleonville, cuz de ree-leef wuz gonna give 'way
a whole cahload of food, flour, and sich, on Sat'day mawning.

Well, sah,

ef Ah hadn't been so hawngry Ah neber w’uld uv walk four miles to Napoleon,

cuz de hot pave jes blistered, mah poh feets so bad.
mister.

Jes luk at dem shoes,

Nov/ you know dem ain't no pave-walking shoes.

Dey is so airy on

de bottom dat I kin feel de breeze biowin' through mah toes.

But when Ah

do git to Napoleon Ah culdn't git neah de cah fur de white folks done

crowded all de cullud folks way back.

Ah c'uld see dem folks pitching

out sacks of flour and sich, but Ah neber got mah hands on 'em.

Dereckly

a big fat white man walks by me totin' two sacks of flour on his shoulders

and an armful of small bags and he sez to me, 'You kin go home, ole man;
ain't nuthin' left in de cah.' Ah sez, 'Course dey ain't nuthin' left in

in de cah, cuz you done tuk it all.'

Ah sho tole 'im, Ah sho did.

Well,

-123-

Ah walks back home de bes’ way Ah c’uld but not on de pave; Ah walks
through de field.

Ah ain’t neber gonna walk on dat hot pave agin; dat

road is made fur rich folks, not

come to see me at de house.

de poh people.

Den de ree-leef peeple

Dey said dat someone had tole dem dat Ah

wuz sick wit* de rheumatism, an' dey had brought me some food.

Ah tole

’em ’T’ank you w’ite folks, t’ank you, am much ’bliged t’you.’

But

mister, do you know what de/-brought me — sour oranges (grapefuit).
luk at dem fat sour oranges, and Ah sez ’But where am de food?’

Ah

V

Den

one uv ’em sed dat Ah sh’uld eat dose oranges and eat plenty lettice

(lettuce) and sich, to galvanize (alkalize) mah cis’ten (system).

Now

mister, you know dat any one wit’ a lick of common sense ou’ta know dat

lettice am nuthin' but rabbit food.

Ah tole dem ree-leef peeple, Ah sez,

’lou kin take yo’ sour oranges back, cuz Ah don’ eat sour oranges, an'
Ah don’ want mah cis’ten galvanized, an’ Ah ain’t neber et lettice cuz
Ah ain’t no rabbit.’ Ah sho tole ’em dat; Ah sho did."

In his excite

ment Gustave forgot his rheumatic pains and began prancing up and down,
gesticulating his arms somewhat in the manner of an excited temperamental

Frenchman.

In a style approaching oratorical height, he continued:

"Ef

de guv’ment wants to give food to us cullud folks, he should stop de cah

right heah, back of dis heah village, not in Napoleon where de w’ite folks

kin git it all; an’ we need man^food, not rabbit-food."
question as to what he considered "man-food" he replied,

dat’11 stick to yo’ ribs.

In answer to the
"Ah mean food

Right now ef Ah c’uld git mah hands on a

couple uv hunks uv salt meat 'bout dis big (showing a closed fist), wit'
a big dish of w’ite beans, an’ mustard greens, an’ fry bread, an’ syrup,
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Ah w'uld shove it down till mah stummick w'uld poke out lak a 'oman in

family ways.

Dat w’uld sho help mah rheumatism.1’

Perhaps old Gustave

has the right idea of a diet for rheumatic suffers.

It would at least

show some noticeable effects, if not in the disease, surely in the size

of the ’’stummick."

Old Joe Douglas uses a different treatment for rheumatism than the
one prescribed by Gustave.
he ties above his ankle.

Joe has a thin, slick, punctured dime that

That, according to Joe, is a sure preventive

of rheumatism and will in most cases cure one once the ailment has been

contracted.

’’Cap’n I'se a ditcher; Ah been ditchin' since befo' you was

bawn, an' de way a person cotch de rheumatism is through his feets.

jes sum'ten in dat watta and oozy mud, dat's all.

H'its

But ef you put dis

heah dime right at de bottom of yo laig h'it won't take t'you, cuz dis

dime done been treated.

Don't axe me, Cap'n, wat's on dis heah dime;

Ah cain't tell cuz Ah dunno, but h'it done been treated, Ah sho knows

dat.

Fur a long time mah ole 'oman sorta snickered at me an' said we

c'uld buy bread wit' dem dimes cuz dat's all dey wuz good fur.
gits de rheumatism in her left laig out there cuttin'
snickered at her."

Den she

cane, an' Ah

At this point old Joe paused, pulled up his breeches,

placed his right foot forward, and with his left hand in his pocket, he

tilted his body backward, at the same time waving his right hand through

space.

"Well, sah, Ah takes de dime from mah left laig an' Ah gives it

t’her to tie aroun' her ankle, an' Cap'n, as sho as you is standin' heah

h'it don' cure her rheumatism.

Den Ah goes out in de field to clean out

drains, an' Ah gits de rheumatism in mah left laig.

So Ah sez t'her,
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’Give me back mah dime,’ but she sez she’s skeared to take it off
her laig cuz h’it don’ cure her.

An’ now I’se got jes one good dime

an’ one good laig."

Here we have two diametrically and contradictory viewpoints as

to the maimer of alleviating the most popular ailment of old age —

rheumatism.

Whom shall the rheumatic grandpas of the village follow?

To the hedonistic epicurean old Gustave’s theory of "shoving down manfood till de stummick poke out" would be a pleasing remedy, while to
those less addicted to gourmandise, unbounded faith in the magical
powers of a small piece of "treated" silver is sufficient thereof.
Old Frank Jolivert who has spent the greater part of his life

swamping and chopping wood says, "It’s jes natural fur ole folks to
git the rheumatism and if they have to wurk in water, den it’s sho
bad.

When you’re in water above yo’ belt line ole Joe’s rings aroun’

the ankle ain’t no help.
mean whiskey.

You need somethin’ to warm yo’ insides, Ah

Whiskey is the swamper’s bes’ medicine but you got to

know how to take it or it’ll take you."
Mary Ward is an interesting character.

Born of slave parents in

the "Old Dominion" state of Virginia, for over 60 years she has made
her home in this area.

Old, alone, and on the verge of destitution,

she has, however, never asked relief or charity of any person or agency.

For the past 20 years she has wielded the cane knife in the cane fields

regardless of weather conditions; and despite her old age she expects
to cut cane again this fall.

She earns fifty cents a week by doing

some washing for a white family.

A member, in good standing, of the
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St. Matthew benevolent society, she had to sell the greater part of
her chickens last year to pay the fifty cents monthly dues of the

society.

"Ah git a little vegetables from mah garden, an* some of

the white folks give me a little food an’ ole clothes sometimes, but

Ah never axe fur ’em.

I’se always made mah own livin’ an’ Ah ’spec

to do so till de good Lawd calls me to He’ben."

Old Emma Johnson may live in a dilapidated shack — the last one
in the poorest settled lane in Bertrandville — but nevertheless, it

is one of the neatest huts in the entire village.

Progeny of a quadroon

mother and a white father, only in legal terminology can she be con

sidered une negresse, for the Negroid characteristics are conspicuously
absent.

For the past twelve years she has been living alone, barely

existing the best way she can.

black sheep of the village."
long ago.

Pathetically, she termed herself "the

"Ah have chillun but dey all lef’ home

Some are in Chicago, some in New Orleans, one in Kaintucky,

and some Ah dunno.

They usta write to me an’ sen' me money but fur a

long time now Ah don’t hear from ’em.

Milly Carter is another octogenarian of the village who first

saw the light of day through the cracks in a Virginia d.ave cabin.

In

heriting a little home and a few acres of land from her deceased hus
band, she lived alone for a number of years until she finally tired of

solitary existence, and adopted a young mulatto girl whom she raised

as her own child.

But when this young girl reached the age of 16, she

began hiring herself for domestic service in the neighboring villages

and towns, while Milly, once more alone, was lonely.

However, during

this time events v/ere transpiring which were soon to break the lonesome
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monotony of Milly’s life, for in less than two years her adopted <
ter returned home to present her with a bouncing, bright, illegit:
baby girl.

And now old Milly is happy once again for she has the

baby daughter to keep her company during the day time, while the ;

mother, after her domestic work, returns home every night now.

A

Hilly stooped to pick up the baby girl — whose complexion is a s'
or two lighter than that of her young mulatto mother — she philo
ally remarked, "You know, gals are young but once, but Ah sho lak

baby; she's a good baby an' bright, too."

From afar, from beyond many bends in the winding bayou road,

can hear almost any night, reverberating echoes emanating from a
smith's anvil piercing and drowning the vast silence of a deathli
rural night.

Many a time — at all hours of the night — have I

this familiar musical intonation, and marveled at the stamina pos
by this Bertrandville smitty.

Short in stature, thin, emaciated,

spectacled Mose Williams can nevertheless pound the anvil night a
with very little rest needed.

For many years this seemingly tire

Negro — who is now approaching his 60th birthday — has catered

shop needs of many farmers of the countryside.

An artist at his

trade, Mose Williams has become somewhat of an institution in the
he serves.

Ask any planter of the surrounding countryside about

Williams, and he will tell you that whenever their private plants

blacksmith is unable to shoe an unruly mule or horse Mose is the
for the job.

Somewhat unique in the respect that he can work anc

at the same time, he will, however, pause occasionally to peer
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spectacles which he usually wears low on the bridge of his nose.

"Ah

got to hit it mighty steady on dis job, cuz Mister Guillot wants his

cart by six o’clock in the inawning; its corn-pulling time, you know,

but Ah ’spec Ah’11 git through by two o’clock in the mawning ef things

wurk out right."

Mose has been a good provider for his children to

some of whom he has given a college education.

Even the most limited description of life and labor in Bertrand-

ville^ cannot fail to mention Celeste.

She, like Mose Williams and

Irene Johnson, is also regarded as somewhat of an institution by the

white people of this area.

A familiar sight on any Saturday afternoon

coming up the road toward Plattenville is Celeste carrying a market

basket full of home-made pies.

A creole Negresse well advanced in her

fifties, short of stature, and well past the pleasingly plump stage,

she will greet you with a broad smiling "Good day, mister" — either in
French or English for Celeste is bilingual.

Having acquired from the

French the pleasing art of conversation, as well as the not-so-pleasing
art of gossiping, Celeste is at her best when she can plant herself on

the front porch of a talkative white woman’s house and giveiher vocal
chords full sway.

For sheer curiosity, a certain number of the French

element inhabiting this section of Louisiana would make a most, remarkable
showing against any selected group on the face of the earth.

It would

be a most difficult task indeed to imagine a person more curious than

a certain type of French old-maid.

To these people Celeste is a perpet

ual edition of a walking and talking gazette.

Jovial by nature, Celeste

at times becomes so engrossed in an animated conversation that she will
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for the time being completely forget the pie business.

However, in

the course of time a passerby is sure to remind her that Mr. (----- )
is developing a bad humor waiting for his pie, especially since he
had seen her coming up the road over an hour ago.

Then Celeste will

hurriedly grab her basket and break out into — what can be called for

want of a better terra — a half-trot.
Now Celeste has to cater to a rather hypercritical clientele.

One will want a particular kind and shape of pie, baked in a definite

way, under specific conditions, with certain ingredients, etc., while

with another, it will be altogether different.

But in spite of the

various idiosyncrasies and eccentricities of her clientele, Celeste
gets along remarkably well and her made-to-order pies are relished.
It is in the white village recreation center, especially in the gamb
ling room, that Celeste sells a good many of her pies.

Here, her

customers are not hard to please for anyone who knows anything about
poker players knows that rather than leave the game, they will eat

almost anything and drink worse.
Having disposed of her pies, Celeste can then indulge in more
conversation on the return journey to Bertrandville, or perhaps she

will go to church — to confession while in Plattenville — for Celeste
is a devout Catholic.

Anthony Andrew is the only northern Negro in the village, as well

as the only migrant to settle in this area in the past ten years.

Born

in an urban center — Waterloo, Iowa — he spent his life working in

various midwestern cities, finally drifting to New Orleans, Louisiana.
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There he met and married his wife — a young mulatto girl from this

village who had recently migrated to Nev; Orleans in search of employ

ment.

Caught in New Orleans in the midst of the depression and

suffering, his wife convinced him that back home, in the country,

one could always get something to eat, so they moved to Bertrandville.

•’All mah roaming days am over now, Cap'n," remarked Andrew.

"Ah got

to keep mah nose to the grindstone all the time, cuz jes look at mah
family.- The first year we married dis little boy was bawn; the

second year, dis little fellow drap in; and the third year," — he
paused to take a breath — "two uv 'em arrived."

Shaking his head he

continued, "Four boys in three years; ain't no tellin' what's gonna

happen next.

You know I must'a married a gal from a breeding family

cuz dem city gals ain't day way; but Ah 'spec Ah got it cornin' t'me

fur marrying a gal 16 years younger than Ah am."
In his interesting book, What the Negro Thinks, the Negro scholar,

Robert R. Moton, writes this revealing passage:
In a much more matter of fact way the Negro uses
his intimate knowledge of the white man to further his
ovm advancement. Much of what is regarded as racially
characteristic of the Negro is nothing more than his
artful and adroit accomodation of his manners and
methods to what he knows to be the weaknesses and foibles
of his white neighbor. Knowing what is expected of him,
and knowing too what he himself wants, the Negro craftily
uses his knowledge to anticipate opposition end to elim
inate friction in securing his desires.*
To one who intimately knows Jules Skidmore, the foregoing passage

could be termed a perfect psychological analysis of Jules, so well does
—
■ _
^Robert R. Moton, What the Negro Thinks (New fork, 1932), pp. 27-

28.
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it fit his personality.

Much more so than any other Negro of the

village Jules "knows the white man," in every respect.

Offspring

of a former American Negro slave and a creole Negro mother, Jules
was raised in a thoroughly French environment, and knows the French

man as well as he knows himself.

A born actor, Jules can fabricate

a hard-luck story and relate it so impressively as to soften the
However, there is not a lazy bone in Jules; father

toughest heart.

of eight children he has worked hard all his life and still does at

the age of 62.

As he once expressed it to me, "A cullud man has to

wurk hahd and think hahd to git along in dis world."

A deacon in

the church and the priest’s right-hand man, Jules is, nevertheless,
afraid of ghosts.

Seated with Jules on the only tomb in the village

grave yard I purposely began expressing a few uncomplimentary remarks
about the person buried there.

Immediately Jules got up and began

walking away, saying, "Ah cain’t stay and talk t’you heah ef you
gonna talk about de daid dat way.

Ain’t no sense in picking a fuss

with a spirit; Ah don't want de spirit of dat man to think it’s me

dat’s talkin' dat way.

You don't stay heah at night, but Ah do, an’

Ail got to walk in dat lane right by de grave yard to git home; an’

Ah sho don’t wanna meet dat daid fellow at night, not me."

Other Skidmores there are in the village, and of these, Lorraine
is in a class of her own.

Unusual in many ways, she holds the respect

and admiration not only of the Negroes of the village but also of the

white people in the surrounding area.

If ever there lived among Negroes

a perfect model of unselfishness, Lorraine Skidmore personifies it.
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Typically French in religion, language, manner, and customs, art of

conversation and fluency of speech, Lorraine has acquired all these
traits from her old creole Negro mother.

Second oldest child and

eldest daughter in a family of eight, to her has fallen the lot of

many burdens that others would not assume.

Depriving herself of the

usual pleasures of youth and forsaking marriage to nurse an invalid

mother, Lorraine exemplifies the life of a "sister of charity."

In

grateful appreciation of Lorraine’s constant attention and devotion,
her mother, on the eve of her death, willed to Lorraine her home and

the land enclosed by the yard fence.

Shortly after her mother’s death, her brother Frank with a family

of ten came to live with her.

The influenza epidemic of 1918 carried

' away Frank, his wife, and one child, leaving Lorraine with eight

orphaned children.

"Only with the help of Divine Providence," she

will tell you, "was I able to provide for these poor unfortunate or
phans."

That she has done a good job is evidenced by the fact that

everyone of these children received at least a sixth grade education in

the Catholic school of the village, while one boy and one girl were sent

to the Catholic Negro school in Donaldsonville, where they completed
their secondary educations.

Intensely devoted to her religion, she

is very proud of the fact that two of "her boys" are now in school in
Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, doing preliminary studies toward the priest
hood.

On entering her home — the neatest in the village — one cannot

help but feel some of her religious ardor, so surrounded is he with

religious objects — statues of Christ, Mary, and Joseph representing
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the Christian family, crucifixes containing holy candles, and various
religious pictures depicting the lives of the saints.

Save for one

girl, Lorraine is alone; the rest of "her children" are now away from
home.

The little money that she has accumulated in a lifetime having

been spent on raising and educating these orphan children, as well as

helping her brothers when they were in need, Lorraine now faces old
age with almost empty hands.

In her sixtieth year, rheumatism and

cataracts over the eyes are making her life miserable.

However, she

still follows her usual occupation of seeing that the little Catholic

chapel of the village is kept in a neat and orderly condition, and also
cooking for the priest when he comes to the village to hold religious

services.

Herself becoming an object of charity she, nevertheless, does

this work — to use her own words — "as an act of charity."

Concerning

Lorraine, one may inquire of almost any person, white or black, in the
surrounding area and they will concur in the opinion that if there is

— as some believe — an after life wherein those who have humbled them
selves shall be exalted, then this humble, charitable, and utterly un

selfish Negro woman should be most exalted.

CHAPTER V

INSTITUTIONS

Domestic Institutions.

The Negro families of this village have, in

many ways, copied the manners and customs of the French family pattern,

predominating in the surrounding area.

Especially is this true in

those families where the head is bilingual (TableXXXVIII), of which
there are 35 (41 per cent) in this village.

A. significant character

istic of these Negroes is that the family’s descent is traced through
the father’s line, i.-e., patrilineal.'*'

As with the French, these patri

lineal families are traditionally patriarchal in form.

There are two

families in which the wife assumes the role of economic head although

the husband is still living.

In both instances the two wives are the

money-earners of these families.

So much has been written and said about the so-called loose morals
of Negroes as a whole that some are prone to think that all Negroes in

the low economic strata of society fall in this category.

There are

Negro families in this village whose standards of living are at the
very lowest economically, yet who live on a moral plane equally as high
as any family, white or black, in the surrounding area.

From certain

humanitarian standpoints Negroes probably rank above the general class
of whites.

Consider, for example, the virtue of charity.

Negroes as

a whole are more charitable towards one another than are the whites.

An

^However, in the case of the two young illegitimate children of the
village, the descent was matrilineal in so far as the name of 'the mother
was given to them.
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Table XXXVIII

Name of Heads of English-Speaking Households
in the Negro Village of Bertrandville, 1356

Mrs. Phyllis Jackson
Walter Carr
Carol.Burke
*Mary Harrison
Mrs. Lawrence Boudreaux

Elonzo Burke
Wallace Excinious
Thomas Excinious
■^Morris Jalvia
Edward Ranson

Andrew Harris
*Scott Simoneaux
Oscar Excinious
Nolan Jones
*Gustave Williams

*Emile Robert
Lawrence Patterson
Nola Burd
Mary Morrison
Oneil
*
■
Skidmore

^Walter Skidmore
*Jules Skidmore
*Amadeo Skidmore
James Royal
Ophelia Williams

■^Clarence Royal
Sterling Williams
•^Mathilde Herbert
Jacob Harris
^Rosamond Jackson

*Eliza Brovm
Harry Johnson
Rachael Winnfield
William Johnson
James Javert

Francis Motley
Archie Williams
*Gustave Morris
•^Monroe Jefferson
*Alcide Bougere

Anthony Andrew
*John Johnson
*Felix Jolivert
Richard Allen
Richmond Allen

Chester Louis
Marcelite Williams
^Nelson Young
Carrol Jones
Dave Knochom

Frank Allen
*Lorraine Skidmore
Henry Walker
^Victor Truxillo
Matthew Walker

Henry Randall
Willie Randall
*Joe Douglas
Jim Burke
*Frank Jolivert

*Oscar Young
James Williams
*Peter Williams
Mary Ward
Miller Green

Munn Bryant
*Paul Jones
Earl Allen
^Lawrence Monroe
Philip Jones
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Table XXXVIII (continued)

Name of Heads of English-Speaking Households
in the Negro Village of Bertrandville, 1936

*Emma Johnson
*Mrs. George William
*Moses Williams
Murvin Herbert
Thomas Cola

Morris Johnson
Milly Carter
Willie Williams
■^Joseph Condoll
Israel Walker

*Joe LandryTheodore Burd
Josephine Jackson

*Mrs. Corine Blanchard
*Edmund Foster

6

*Bilingual.
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interesting example is the frequency of adopted children found in
various Negro families.

In at least five families in this village

there are adopted children who are in no way related to the families
that are assuming the responsibility of rearing them.

Another important

characteristic of the Negro families in this village is their system
of mutual aid.

They believe in rendering services to one another.

From the construction of houses to the borrowing of half a cup of
sugar, there is cordial co-operation.
There are three private telephones in the homes of the village;
however, they are private in name only as any one desiring the use of
a phone is welcome in any of these homes.

Only four radios

ported, and these were also in private homes.

were re

There are times, however,

when radios of the village assume a public responsibility, especially

when Joe Louis is fighting.

Like the French, the Negroes are fond of

visiting each other and enjoy long conversations.

Neighbors are often

related to each other by blood, and ties extend beyond the immediate
group.

It is not unusual for Negro women to leave in the early part of

the afternoon and walk to a plantation quarter, or another Negro village

two or three miles away to "jes* visit."

Towards the latter part of the

afternoon one can observe them returning home from their social calls.
They must be home early enough to cook supper and have it ready by sun

down when the workers of the households return from the fields.

In. a

large percentage of the families supper is the principal meal of the
day.

Before leaving for the field in the morning the Negro laborer,

will have coffee and bread and maybe a fried

egg —

if the chickens
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are laying.

His lunch, if he carries it with him, usually consists of

half a loaf of bread, with either fried eggs, sausage, or cheese, or
a combination of these three foods.

Invariably he will carry along a

half-pint to a pint bottle of coffee-milk which, from time to time
during the course of the morning’s work, he will take a swallow or two

followed by a hand-rolled cigarette.

By the time he reaches home in

the evening he is not only tired but also "pow’ful hawngry."

If he

should reach home before darkness, often as not, he will utilize the

few remaining minutes of twilight working in his garden.

When darkness

overtakes him he will slowly homeward "wend his weary way" for nourish
ment and rest.

The family supper often consists of a dish of dried

beans (white or red) cooked with a slab of salt meat — mostly fat —
sweet potatoes or syrup, corn bread or fried bread (dough fried in

grease), perhaps fried eggs and grits and whatever other farm-produced

food is available.

On Saturday night beef or pork are sometimes added

to the diet, while on Sundays either one of these meats or possibly
chicken will form the pi&ce de resistance of the noon dinner.

Table XXXIX was constructed to show the importance of farm produce

to the household larder.

Practically everything produced on the little

farms was consumed by the members of the household, save for half a
dozen heads of households who traded a few chickens and some eggs at

the store for groceries.
In the cool of the evening these Negroes like to hold family gather

ings on the front porches of their homes.

Neighboring families sometimes

congregate at one house, especially in the summer time, to discuss the

Table XXXIX
Number and Percentage of Households Using Certain
Foods Either Home-Produced or Purchased

Households
using;

Households
' Number Per cent

Farm produce
Partly
Entirely
Number Per cent
Number Pe:r cent

Entirely
purchased
Number Per cent

44
80
85

51.8
94.1
100.0

10
0
55

22.7
0.0
64.7

15
0
15

54.0
0.0
17.6

19
80
15

43.2
84.1
17.6

Irish potatoes
Poultry
Milk

85
78
69

100.0
91.8
81.0

10
40
10

11.8
51.2
14.5 ..

60
0
14

70.5
0.0
20.2

15
58
45

17.6
48.7
65.3

Eggs
Butter
Lard

82
80
85

97.0
94.1
100.0

20
2
0

24.4
2.5
0.0

40
4
15

48.7
5.0
17.6

22
74
70

26.8
91.8
82.3

Corn meal
Syrup

85
80

100.0
94.1

10
0

11.8
0.0

12
0

14.1
0.0

63
80

74.1
94.1
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Pork
Beef
Sweet potatoes
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local news, and to listen to an old darky relate some of his exper

iences of early life.

A popular story that improves with age is the

version of the "Yankee" invasion of Bayou Lafourche.

Probably every

one in the gathering has heard it at least a dozen times, but as one
Negro expressed it, "Ah laks to hear ole Uncle tell dat story agin
an* agin cuz he always got som’thin' new about it.

If the mosquitoes

are really annoying, some one will start a smoke-fire by burning an
old piece of rubber tire and some trash.

The smell emanating from

this type of fire is not by any means fragrant, but the Negroes don't
mind that at all for they are accustomed to strong odors.

These old folks also like to talk of the days when the bayou was
open, i.e., previous to the year 1902, when Bayou Lafourche was still

an outlet of the Mississippi River to the Gulf of Mexico.
old timer:
lecf either.

Says an

"Libin' wuz'nt so hahd in dem days an' dey ain't had no ree-

Shucks, ef a man wanted swimps (shrimps) he'd go to de

bayou and git 'em out of his box; he c'uld git crabs, too.

Ef a man

wanted fish he'd set his fish line out at night an' he'd have a cat
fish de nex' day, an' Ah mean a good cat.

Ah ain't had to go 'round

an' axing de peeple to cut wood on half either; Ah would git it right

out of de bayou, an' good wood, too.

Tine ain't lak it us'ta be; h'it

sho ain't."

Contrary to popular opinion, Negroes as a rule are devoted to
these old octogenarian patriarchs and not only show them much respect

but will often seek advice from them.

Even after their death they

still speak of them in an affectionate manner.

In interviewing middle
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aged Negroes this type of answer was often given, "Ah sho wish ole

Uncle (——) wuz libin’, cuz he culd tell you all ’bout dem days an'
He us’ta sit right heah on de shady side uv de porch an1 even

time.

some uv dem w’ite folks from town w’uld come by an’ talk to ’im ’bout

ole times.

Ah sho lak to lissen to ’im talk.

Poh ole man he’s daid

an’ gone now; he potted from us las’ yeah."

No conversation is ever terminated without some comments on the

weather for these Negroes are great believers in "signs" in the moon,
the sun, and the wind.

Talks about the weather, however, always end

up in a general discussion about the crops.

To a great extent the

economic as well as the social life of the agriculturally employed

Negroes of this village is regulated by the yield and market price of

three crops, namely, sugar cane, rice, and strawberries.
Generally speaking, the majority of these agricultural workers
start the year in idleness, since the sugar cane crop is ordinarily

harvested by January 1.

During the month of February, a few will get

employment doing spring plowing; but for the majority of the Negroes
very little work is available — except for a week or two of cane
hoeing — until the opening of the strawberry picking season in the

strawberry district of the Florida parishes.

During the month of April,

approximately 50 of these Negroes will go off to the berry fields in

the vicinity of Hammond, Independence, and Ponchatoula, Louisiana, and

will remain there for the duration of the crop, generally about six
weeks.

They are furnished free transportation to and from the straw

berry fields.

At times, entire families will depart for the fields,

Library
Louisiana State University
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leaving their homes and perhaps a cow and a few chickens in charge of
a neighbor or other relatives in the community.

However, for the

years 1935 and 1936, partly because of weather conditions and market
prices, the Negro migrants to the berry districts were mostly males,

and families for the most part were left behind.

When they return in the month of May a few of them will work for
a number of days in the cane fields, but the majority will take things

rather easy.

During the month of June, most of these Negroes will again

find employment on rice plantations about fifteen to twenty miles south
of Bertrandville.

Their work consists of grassing-out rice.

of work lasts for about two months.

This type

Here, too, they are furnished

free transportation to and from the rice fields every day.

At the end

of the grassing-out season, they are again out of work — on a vacation
for about two or three weeks.

Then, of course, the rice must be harvested, and once more they

are off to the fields to cut rice, for in this section of Louisiana
rice is not grown on a large scale and it is cut by hand.

During the

rice cutting season, the transportation arrangement is slightly differ

ent.

The rice planters along Bayou Lafourche will charge the Negroes

half of the cost of transportation but will take them home every night

if they so desire.

On the other hand, the rice planters along the Miss-

ississippi River offer them free transportation, but they bring them
home only once a week, Saturday afternoon, for one day.

Regardless of the locality chosen, the Negro laborer will not take
his family along with him at rice cutting time for they could not be

an economic asset to him in the rice field.

By the month of October all
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the rice has been harvested and the Negroes are again on the "grass"
and they will remain idle until the commencement of the cane-cutting

season which occurs about the middle of October.

As long as they are

cutting within three miles of Bertrandville, the planters will not

furnish free transportation.

However, at a greater distance than

three miles, they are furnished free transportation to and from work

every day.

The cane-cutting season comes to an end ordinarily in the

last days of December, thus concluding the year’s work for the Negroes
of this village.

Year after year this cycle repeats itself.

Some of these Negroes are in close communion with Mother Nature,
as the seasonal type of work governs their lives to a great extent.
Spring, summer, and fall are the best seasons for the Negroes not only

from an economic standpoint but also from the social point of view.

Life is almost a song to him during those balmy spring days with their

bright sunshine and foi‘ the time being, he forgets about those cold,

dark, and gloomy winter days which usually spell misery and hardship,
for it is the time of unemployment — "hahd times, dee-pression."
The wages paid the Negroes vary, of course, with the specific

crop and market price.

For strawberry picking they are usually paid

from one cent to one and one-quarter cent a pint.

In this kind of work,

the worker’s initiative and ability and the yield of the crop will deter
mine his earning power.

The amount earned will generally average between

$1.50 and $2.00 a day.
In the case of the "grassing-out" of the rice, the men are generally
paid seventy-five cents a day, women fifty cents a day, and children
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forty cents a day.

In this type of work a day means working from

5:30 to 6:00 in the morning until one o'clock in the afternoon straight

through.

Speaking from experience, when one has waded in water knee

deep and pulled out grass rather consistently for seven consecutive

hours on hot summer days, one is just about ready to "go in" at one
o' clock.
A rice cutter is generally paid a certain stipulated amount per
acre for his work.

These Negroes are usually paid $4.00 and $5.00 an

acre to cut, tie it into sheaves, and stack the rice, so that it is
ready to be carried in to the thresher.

In this area the harvesting

of the sugar cane crop is primarily done on a so-called piece work basis
— the Negroes being paid on a tonnage basis.

They usually receive be-

tween sixty to seventy cents a ton for cutting the cane, and fifteen
or twenty cents a ton to haul it to the cane derrick — mules and carts

for hauling purposes being, of course, furnished by the planter.

An

exceptionally good male cane cutter will average between $1.75 and
$2.25 a day, while the general run of cutters will earn between $1.25

and $1.75 per day.

The better grade of Negro women cane cutters will

average about $1.25 a day, with the majority of them falling around

the one dollar mark.

Of the three crops mentioned, the Negroes have a

decided preference for harvesting sugar cane.

Although the work is

hard, there is something about it that they like, something almost in
herent, which the white man does not experience.

work in gangs and usually side by side.

For one thing, they

Grouped together in this

manner they can and do hold conversations while working,

perhaps it is
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an acquired characteristic, but nevertheless these Negroes do enjoy
an unrestrained "talking session" which is well spiced with hilarity.

Some Negroes pride themselves on their ability to "lay low de cane"

and justly so.

However,it so happens at times that a small and

rather shy "skin and bone" Negro who is adept at wielding a cane knife

will out-cut a boastful, big, powerfully built Negro, and this furnishe
an occasion for taking the big fellow for a "ride" the rest of the

, . .
2
cutting season.

Of the 85 families now living in this village, 50 (35 per cent)
reported the death of one or more children under one year of age dur
ing the past 50 years.

Altogether, there were 65 such deaths occur

ring in this period, and of these 14 (22 per cent) were stillbirths.

The data reveal that children deaths occur more frequently in the

large families than in the smaller ones.

For example, Paul Jones is

the father of 14 children by one wife, but seven of them died in the
first year of life.

Mrs. Phyllis Jackson is the mother of nine chil

dren but death has claimed five of them in early infancy.

Felix

Jolivert is the father of 13 children by one wife, of whom 10 are nowliving.

Of course, in the case of stillbirths often as not the deaths

occurred with the first-born.

Rather pathetic is the case of Mrs. B.

Her first four children were born dead, -while the fifth,and last one,
p

If one were to follow a gang of cane cutters at work for a few
days one would begin to appreciate the relation between a "bawn and
bred cane-field Negro" and the sugar cane. During slavery time the
cutting of the last standing stalk of sugar cane was performed with a
rather impressive ceremony by the Negroes. It often became the hard
task of the planter or overseer to choose the best cane cutter among
the outstanding ones and designate ho him the honor of cutting the
last stalk. Once this is done, pandemonium would reign among the
Negroes.
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lived two weeks.

Shortly afterwards, her husband died and left her

a little sum of money in the form of an insurance policy.

Unable to

rear any children of her own, she adopted two young boys.

Somew’hat

pitiful is the fact that not in a single instance did any of these
stillbirth mothers have the remotest idea of what possibly could have
caused such a tragic thing.

Only five heads of households who have received federal compensa

tion for their service in the United States Army during the World War
are now living in this village.

A good portion of this bonus money

was spent in repairing and enlarging their little homes.

During this

survey one of these former soldier boys had just completed an annex

to his little house.

"You know the family keeps git tin’ bigger 'n’

To wrhich his 39-year old wife —

bigger so Ah had to make moh room."

already the mother of 10 children •— added, "Seems lak de good Lawd

sen’s

a

young’un mos’ every yeah."

Judging from appearance, if there

is anything in the saying that "a coming event casts its shadow," then

the "sign of advent" definitely indicates a "new yeah" for her in the

rather near future.

A number of these Negro heads of households are rather proud of
their large families and like to take all the credit for it.

Thomas" is just such a character.

"Coca Cola

Already the father of 12 living

children he says, "I’se gonna ’stablish a recurd in dis heah village
for dem young bucks to shoot at."

Although is wife is only 38 years

old, and apparently willing, he, however, is 13 years her senior and

beginning to show signs of weakening.

Noticing that there was a spread
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of four years between the births of the 11th and 12th child, a remark
was made to the effect that perhaps the six months old baby was a

product of his "second wind."

To which he retorted, "Second wind,

huh, Ah still has mah fust wind.
all mein yit.

village.

Ain’t nuthin’ de matter wid me; I’se

Ah kin wurk as hahd as any of dem young niggahs in de

Ah ain’t so ole as all dat.

De trubble is dat dere ain’t

much wurk 'round heah; a man's got to do som'tin, you know."
Religious Institutions.

In religious belief, more so than in any other

phases of culture, have the Negroes of this village patterned after the

French people of the surrounding area.

Data has already been presented

showing that 53 per cent of the total population are Catholics.

From its early beginnings this little settlement has been predomin
antly Catholic principally because of the large percentage of creole
Negroes in the area.

Dating as far back as slavery days the Catholic

Negroes on the surrounding farms and plantations of this area attended

religious services at the Assumption Catholic Church in plattenville.
A certain number of pews in the rear of the church were reserved for

them.

Irrespective of Emancipation and the creation of this little

settlement, the Catholic Negroes continued their custom of attending

church in Plattenville.

As the years went by the white Catholic popu

lation included in the ecclesiastical parish of the Plattenville church
consistently increased to such an extent that by 191C, the Negroes
were just about all crowded out of the church.

Now, there were Catho

lic Negroes in the little settlement of Bertrandville — primarily the

middle-aged, and older fathers and mothers — who were as intensely
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devoted to their religion as the most devout white Catholics of the
parish.

To them the inside of a Catholic church held solace and hope;

it was part and parcel of their existence.

It was in the precinct of

this old church that they, their children, and their children’s children
had been baptized, and received their first solemn communion; to some
it was the place where their marriage had been solemnized, as well as

the place where deceased parents had been carried to receive the final
benediction of the church.

To be deprived, in the evening of their

lives, of most of those blessings, benedictions, and sacraments which,

by instructions, had been instilled in their hearts as being the only
preparation and passport to entrance into a new and everlasting life,

so preyed upon the.minds of these old Negroes that they began holding
little meetings among themselves to devise ways and means of amelior
ating this situation.

And here in these little gatherings was bora the

will and determination to have a church of their own — perhaps a simple
and unpretentious one — but one where they and their children could

attend, unmolested and without that feeling of intrusion into the pre
mise of others, to their religious duties.

In previous years they had

struggled and sacrificed to achieve what was then their foremost desire
— a home and a parcel of land which they could call their o«n.

They

would struggle and sacrifice now to attain another important objective
a Negro house of religious worship.

Contrary to popular opinion

prevailing in this area, to no priest but to this small group

Negroes

themselves must rightfully be given the credit for an idea wbict materi
alized into a church.
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Planning a church is one thing, but constructing it, as the
Negroes found out, is quite a different thing.

First of all they

had to get the consent of Father Boucher, the Catholic priest in

Plattenville, before they could even plan anything.
accounts rendered, this priest was quite a man.

Now from all

To these Negroes

the fear of God was quite secondary to the awe and fear that they had

for this "God man."

He had apparently set himself up either as a

personified second son of God or at the very least, his right-hand
man, so ironclad did he rule the spiritual life of his parishioners.
It was with fear and trepidation that a number of the older Negroes
of this village — the planning committee — approached this wine

drinking Frenchman.

However, they felt that he (the priest) who had

drilled into their heads and hearts — sometimes with the aid of

physical means — the tenets of the Catholic religion would at least
listen to their plea.

Much to their surprise he not only listened

but said that it was the most sensible idea that had ever come out of
Bertrandville; that he had often pondered their predicament but without
their co-operation could not accomplish very much.

However, now with

their help he would use his influence upon the bishop of the diocese
to get at least a part of the money, and that he would take charge

personally of devising a plan whereby the balance of the money needed

to construct the chapel would be derived.
Although old, the Negroes well knew that this "God man" as they

often referred to this priest, was still quite vigorous and that above

all, he always did what he said he would do.

Some could well recall
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their catechism days when, irritated at their failure to answer
correctly, he would grab them by the nape of the neck and give them

the "shakedown."

And as one old darky expressed it, "When Father

Boucher cotch hole uv you and shuck (shook) you, you wuz reely shucked.
Dat man sho had pow’ful arms."

So they returned home with the satis

faction that somehow or other they would get their church.
Shortly afterwards, a plan was worked out by which a certain
part of the money was derived from a special fund of the Catholic

Mission field, while the Negroes pledged themselves to raise the bal
ance needed.

By a series of fairs and other forms of money-making

amusements and also through the generosity of the white Catholics in

the vicinity, the necessary amount was collected in a rather short

time.
Lali Skidmore, a pious Catholic widow who had inherited a small

tract of land from her husband, donated a one-acre lot fronting on the

main road for the site of the church.

By 191 i, the mission church was

completed, snd old Father Boucher, somewhat in keeping with the congreg
ation, named it "Saiht Benedict of the Moor."

The Catholic Diocese then

bought from the Negro Phil Jones a small house standing adjacent to the
church and the narrow strip of land of about five acres on which it was

located.

The little frame house was to serve as the rectory, while a

part of the land was set aside for a cemetery.

Father Favard, a white

priest of the Jesuit Order, assigned to the Bayou Lafourche mission,
was given charge of the little church.
In his associations with his Negro congregation the young priest
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leamed that the Negroes were desirous of erecting a little Catholic

school in the village.

He satisfied their desire by transforming

his little home into a two-room schoolhouse, meanwhile making his
living quarters in a small anterior room of the church, the presby

tery.

After a three-year resident period Father Favard was succeeded

by Father Gilmon, white, who was in turn replaced within two years by

Father Dubey, also white.

In 1919, Father Van Bass, a Dutchman, took charge of the mission
church.

It was during his pastorate that the present priest’s home was

erected from second-hand lumber of a large building purchased for that
purpose.

During the boom period of the lumber industry in Plattenville,
there was erected on the broad sloping levee of Bayou Lafourche, a
large recreational center, modern in every respect, which housed under

one roof various sorts of amusements — but principally those kinds which
would appeal to the taste of a sawmill population.

Among other things

it included a bar room, poker rooms, dice table, billiard tables, pool
tables, a fully-equipped kitchen, a lounging room, and a,barber shop.

This "paradise of the poker players" was the mecca of pleasure seekers
for miles around.

For years it prospered, but with the closing of the

lumber mill in 1920, this institution also passed away.

In the meantime

the Catholic Negroes of Bertrandville had been talking of building a

much-needed residence for the priest.

They probably would have dis

cussed it for many more years had not the pastor taken an interest in

this proposed home.

Knowing that this large vacant building, which
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contained enough good lumber to construct a fine two-story house, was
for sale at a rather cheap price, and knowing also that his congrega
tion numbered some first class carpenters,he initiated a series of

church fairs, lotteries, dances, and other forms of money-procuring

amusements.

Realising that the Negro is unexcelled in the art of

begging, this shrewd Dutchman organized "begging teams."

To the per

son collecting the largest amount of money a prize would be given.
For many miles along both banks of Bayou Lafourche these newly ordained
mendicant Negroes canvassed the section.

Lorraine Skidmore, who was

mentioned in the preceding chapter, visited enough of her white friends
to collect $68.40 and win the prize.

They finally attained their

monetary goal, and in 1922 a modern two-story frame structure was

erected as the new home for their pastor, which is still today by far
the largest and best equipped home in the village.

It has about 12

rooms, electric lights, running water, modern equipped bathroom,screened
porch, and other conveniences.
Of course all new Catholic edifices are blessed but this one needed

a very special kind of blessing because it had a "reputation" — to say
the least — not conducive to saintly sanctity.

In fact, one old fellow,

who was well acquainted with the doings of the recreational center, re

marked that there probably wasn't enough holy water in all Christiandom
to purify that wood.

Well pleased with the new home he was now occupying, the priest

continued his work of ppiritual and moral uplift among the Negroes.
During his three-year period of residence in the village, he had endeared
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himself to his parishioners.

Low mass was celebrated every morning

of the week with a high mass on Sundays.

As time went on his congreg

ation increased to the point of crowding the little church.

the calamitous years of 1926-27.

Then came

The story of economic bankruptcy

and depopulation of this area has already been told,

buffice to say

that during this period the village pastor was transferred to a distant
larger ecclesiastical parish, much to the chagrin of the older Catholic

Negroes who appreciated the Influence of the priest as a factor of

social control and guidance in the settlement.
Dating from this time, no resident priest was appointed to fill

the vacancy; however, a white priest living in Thibodaux was given
charge of this little church.

Mass is still celebrated here every

Sunday and on the feast days of obligations in the calendar of the

Catholic Church.

During the Lenten period there are also occasional

mid-week services and usually a mission is preached to the Negroes at
some specified time during Lent.

Twice a month the priest comes to

the village on Sunday afternoon and hears confession in the late after
noon and evening.

Ho does not return to Thibodaux but sleeps in the

now vacant rectory and then says an early six o’clock mass on Sunday

morning.
The Negro Catholics living on plantations and in other little
settlements within a radius of abgut two miles also attend religious
services at this little church.

On any Sunday morning one may see a

procession of Negroes — men, women, and children — hot—footing it
in the middle of the road leading to the bertrandville church.

They
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must hurry to get there on time for the priest — a huge European —
has very little patience with late stragglers, in fact, very little
patience with anybody.

Beginning with Easter Sunday and lasting through October, the
hours for the mass are 6:00 o’clock and 9:00 o’clock, i.e., a 6:00

o’clock mass is celebrated on alternate Sundays of the month, while
a 9:00 o’clock mass is said on the remaining Sundays.
mass schedule is slightly changed:

In winter the

from 6:00 to 6:30, and 9:00 to

9:30 o’clock, respectively.

To get a better insight of the religious situation the writer

joined one of those 6:00 o’clock Negro road processions to the little
church and attended mass there.

The church is a neatly painted frame

building which has a seating capacity for about 150 persons downstairs,

with seats up in the choir for about 25 or 30 persons.

Before enter

ing the church one steps into a small vestibule which has a front open
ing and also two side doors.

Only through these entrances can access

be gained to the precinct proper of the church.

Once inside, one is

favorably impressed by the spotlessly clean floor and fixtures as well

as the neatness of the general appearance.

The usual fixtures, statues,

and paintings adorning the interior of the typical Catholic church are
also to be found here.

The altar, which is located on the opposite end

of the church from the entrance, is truly beautiful in its simplicity.
Directly above it is a rather large erect cross bearing a representa

tion of the Christ crucified.

Still higher above, overlooking the

altar, stands a sort of grotto built into the wall, which holds the

statue of St. Benedict, the Moor, the patron saint of the little
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ecclesiastical pariah.

And above all this as a sort of crowning cap,,

there is built at the very apex of the roof, a small niche which houses

the statue of Christ with uplifted arms in the act of blessing the con
gregation below.

On each side of the altar there stands on elevated

white columns statues of the.Virgin Mary and St. Joseph, while directly
in front and immediately below it can be seen an artistically sculp

tured work of the "Last Supper."

In the rear of the altar are two small

sacristies — small chambers in the church for the housing of sacred

utensils, vestments, etc. — with doors leading into the sanctuary of

the church.

On one side of the entrance door at the back of the church

are the baptismal and holy water fonts, while on the opposite side is

the ever-present sombre confessional.

A small organ is located up in

the choir.
Since all the seats were already taken by the early comers, my
friend, the deacon, provided one of those emergency folding chairs of

which there were many in use.

Mass was slow in starting as the priest

was a little late in getting dressed, a fact which was plainly evident

by the way his vestment had been hurriedly slipped on.

Another delay

occurred when it was found that the little altar boy had inadvertently
brought out the wrong missal and he was sent back in no uncertain way

for the right one.

(One cannot help but develop a sympathetic feeling

for these little altar boys who are trained to memorize and recite

prayer after prayer in Latin without having the remotest idea of what
it is all about.)

Finally, the priest himself proved to be a rather

slow, plodding, celebrant.
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The sermon was prefaced by a few uncomplimentary remarks about

the congregation in general.

Especially did the priest castigate

his listeners for their failure to adequately contribute to the

support of the church.

A picnic was announced for the following

Sunday to be held on the bank of a nearby stream.

The girls were

warned not,to wear any "slacks," or else they would not be allowed
on the picnic ground.

They should wear moderately long dresses, and

they had to behave — he emphasized the word "behave.”

With these

few introductory remarks serving as a primer, he launched forth into
a hell-and-fire brimstone type of sermon of which the resounding echoes
could be heard out in the front yard, as he bellowed out the evils of

sin.

As the sermon progressed one could not help getting the impression

that here was a priest not far removed from certain European types of
Catholicism.

Although loud talking is just about as effective a method as any

thing else to keep Negroes awake, nevertheless, after so long a time
some will make the adjustment and dose off.

Such was the case of the

young fellow who fell into a peaceful slumber, being utterly oblivious
of the warning voice.

manded from the pulpit.

However, he was "spotted" and severely repri

There was no place in the church for night

carousers who could not stay awake in the temple of God.
By the time the sermon was completed and the priest resumed the

service of the mass, the first hour had elapsed.

The congregation

began to grow a little restless as it was a hot, sultry, breez&less
morning.

After the communion, a few of the members sitting in ths back
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pews began to ease out, tiptoeing and being very careful to do so when

the priest had his back turned to the congregation, for woe to him who
was caught slipping out.

In due time — one hour and twenty minutes —

the service was completed.

An attempted interview with the priest

immediately after mass was a failure.

He had no time for such things,

but his congregation had, especially one of the deacons, after lighting

a cigar which had, at the right psychological moment, made its appear

ance.

Being somewhat interested in the Saturday-night confession system

a return trip was planned.

Confession at best is a serious business relished neither by the
father confessor nor the person who confesses; nevertheless, it is a
gina qua non of the Roman Catholic creed.

And so it is that we find the

Catholic Negroes of this village approaching in rather hesitant steps
that drab, dismal, box-like structure always placed in the gloomy part
of the church — the confessional.

Sitting on the front porch of a

Negro house in close proximity to the church one can see, through a

window of the dimly lighted edifice, the Saturday evening penitential
line awaiting their turn.

Occasionally one can hear a rather loud but

muffled sound emanating from the confessional — then silence.

Inquir

ing of one of the young "village belles" if the father was a good con
fessor, she replied, "He’s too stiff with his penance."

Shortly after

wards, a middle-aged Negro walked slowly out of the church crossing the

yard in the direction of the house.

Even at a distance one could see,

by the bright moonlight, large beads of sweat on his forehead.
come you sweatin’ so?" asked an old Negro woman.

cool out heah."

"How

"H’it’s^nice an?

"Sho ’t*is out heah," answered the newcomer, "but
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h’it sho ain’t in dere," pointing to the confessional.

This brought

a big laugh from the crowd, and the conversation took on the general

trend of confession and penance.

"Me," said an older woman, nAh

goes to coon-fession in Plattenville; dat’s a good priest over dere,

but dat priest over heah he mos’ skere me to death.”

”Ef you fergits

to mend yer ways, dat’s bad, and maybe you don* git absolition,"
(absolution) chirped in another* ."De trubble over heah,” commented

one, ”is dat de penance am too long and hahd.

People over heah been

use* to short penance (the traditional five Our father and five Hail

Mary type of penance) fur so long dat h’it jes ain’t easy to walk de
chalk line any mo’.

Course, in de days of father Boucher, in Platten

ville, you jes had to git right and stay right, but now h’it’s hahd to
dhange.

H’it’s jes like Uncle Ben us’ta say — you jes cain’t teach

an ole mule new tricks."

Although one-third of the population of Bertrandville subscribe

to some form of Baptist creed they are, nevertheless, not very well
organized.

By far the majority of the Baptist believers in the village

nominally at least hold membership in the various types of Baptist
churches either in Napoleonville, Paincourtville, or College Point.

The latter, a small Negro settlement, is about one mile away and the
nearest one to this village.

In the early days of Bertrandville, the

old-timers claim that there was a small Baptist church here, but for
some readon or other it ceased functioning.

There is:, however, a

small building — the "tabernacle hall" — which serves somewhat in
the nature of a religious center for meetings and other social func
tions of a certain: number of the Baptist faithfuls.

The self-styled

-159-

Negro preacher for this clique is not very energetic.

Being somewhat

sickly, thin, and ascetic-looking, he lacks the dynamic quality of
the typical Negro preacher.

In no way does he show the characteristics

of the chicken-eating type of pastor.
The Methodists are very much in the minority numbering less than
ten per cent of the population.

Of this small group only a limited

few occasionally have the opportunity to attend the Methodist church
services in Napoleonville, a distance of four miles from Bertrandville.

The first school in Bertrandville originated

Educational Institutions.

a few years after the creation of the settlement.

It was a private

school sponsored by the Negroes of the village.

About 35 years ago the parish school board established a public
school in this area — a one-room, one-teacher type of school.

A young

native Negro woman of the village was employed as the teacher.

Today,

35 years later, the same woman is still teaching in a one-room school

house.

In this school pupils are instructed from the first through

the fifth grade.

After completing the first five grades, if further

instruction is desired, the pupils have to attend — the best way they
can — the Napoleonville Negro school, where they are taught through
the high school grades.

There are at present 68 pupils enrolled in

the village public school.

months a year.

The school session averages about seven

The teacher, who has completed two years of Normal train

ing, receives a salary of $40.00 a month during the school term.
Towards the latter part of the year 1911, the Catholic Negroes of

this village started a small parochial school, using for a building
the priest’s house.

At present, the Bertrandville Catholic School

-160-

consists of two long, narrow halls located on the church property

and belonging to the church.

In one hall pupils are instructed from

the first through the third grade, while in the other, instruction
can be had from the fourth through the seventh grade.
one Negro woman teacher for each hall.

There is only-

The teacher of the first three

grades is a native of the village, while the one teaching the fourth
through the seventh grades — a graduate of a Catholic Acadeny —

lives in

Donaldsonville and commutes every day.

There are 57 pupils

enrolled in the first three grades, with approximately half this num
ber in the four upper grades.

Once a pupil has completed the seventh

grade, should he desire to further his education in a Catholic school,
he invariably goes to Donaldsonville, a distance of twelve miles,

where he can complete his secondary education.

A very small fee is

usually charged to those attending the Bertrandville Catholic School,
but in a number of instances it is not paid.
In 1935 there was started in Bertrandville a W.P.A. adult educa

tion class.

One of the Negro widows of the village, a former teacher

with two years of college training, was employed as teacher at a salary
of $52.50 a month.

In a short time she had a group of 46 men and women

attending her classes regularly.

According to this teacher, the Negroes

were showing a great deal of interest and deriving much needed know
ledge from these classes.

However, after a period of four months the

adult education classes were discontinued permanently.

Perhaps the

Negroes were learning too fast.

Fraternal Institutions.

The Negro, more so than the white person, is

a great believer in co-operative societies, and from an economic as
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well as a social point of view it is to their mutual advantages to
be so inclined.

With the exception of a few Negroes who can stand

alone on their feet economically, only in small group solidarity,

mutual aid, and co-operativeness can the majority of the Negro laborers
ever hope to ameliorate, and perhaps alleviate a few of the hardships
that fall their lot.
A significant characteristic of the Negroes in this village is

their organizations of various benevolent societies.

The fundamental

purpose of these benevolent societies is to nurse and provide for the
sick and bury the dead.

At the present time there are four such

societies in this settlement with each one having a religious motive.

As has already been indicated, the "Friends of Hope" and the "St.
Matthew? societies — the two largest ones — are both Baptist in
origin, but by no means strictly Baptist in membership.

Both of these

societies were organized in this village over 25 years ago.

From the

information gathered of the "good bruthers" there is apparently very

little difference in the chief function of the two Baptist societies.
A monthly fee of 50 cents is imposed on the adult members of both
societies (children under 14 years, 25 cents) and in return for this

fee a member in good standing who becomes ill is entitled to call a

doctor — any doctor provided he does not charge over $2.50 a visit,

i.e., the society will not pay more than this price for a doctor’s
visit.

The doctor’s prescriptions are filled at no cost to the patient,

and should the sick person need someone to nurse him, it is the duty
of the members to take turn and actually perform this obligation.

In
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the event that the person should die, the society will furnish a

cheap coffin* pay the funeral expenses, and see that the deceased
member is given a decent burial with all the honors appertaining

to his ranking status in the society.

That, in brief, is the maip

function of the two Baptist societies.

The "St. Vincent de Paul” society and the "Peter Claiborne"

society are of Catholic origin, but, like the Baptist societies, they
also have a mixed membership.

years ago.

They, too, were organized about 25

The "St. Vincent de Paul" society operates in precisely

the same manner as do the two Baptist societies.

This particular

society was first organized in College Point, another little Negro
settlement on the opposite side of the bayou, about one mile north of

Bertrandville,

Some of the functions of this society are still held

in this neighboring little Negro village.

The arrangements of the

Teter Claiborne" society is slightly different.

It charges a monthly

fee of $1.25, but in case of sickness it pays a specified weekly amount,
and when death occurs, the sum of $400.00 is paid to the beneficiary.

Despite the fact that this society is very well managed it has the
fewest members because the monthly fee is too high for the average Negro

common laborer.
Both of the Baptist societies have a hall of their own named for

each respective society, where they hold their business meetings and

social functions.

The two Catholic societies, although having no hall

of their own, have access to the Catholic school hall for their business

and social gatherings.
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To the Negroes these societies mean something, and they will

deprive themselves of necessities in order to stay in good standing;
if a person fails to pay his dues for two successive months he is

suspended, and unless he is reinstated to good standing during the
third month he is then dropped from the society.

to think of not getting a decent burial.

The Negroes hate

As one old Negro woman ex

pressed it, "Ah sho pays mah dues in de sas’siety reg’lar cuz when Ah
die Ah sho don’ wanna be laid out with a saucer on the breast lak dey
do in dat village up yonder."

(It seems to be a custom in some Negro

villages that, when a Negro dies who has neither money nor friends to

bury him, a saucer is placed on the chest and whoever comes to the wake
is supposed to drop an offering in the saucer to help pay the expense
of the funeral.)

They also know that in case of sickness once a doctor

is called the first question he will ask before leaving his office is

whether or not the patient is a member, in good standing, of a benevo

lent society.

Then, too, there is a social aspect to these societies

that serves as an emotional outlet for the Negro members.

Meetings

are very frequent, reports of the various committees — executive com

mittee, sick committee, planning committee, women’s auxiliary,etc. —

form the basis of social gatherings where all the members can at one
time or another have the floor to give vent to their emotion.
Recreational Institutions.

Although it is stressed by certain well in

formed writers^- that the Negroes in their original habitat of Afi*iCa
^See especially Maurice Delafosse, The Negroes of Afri_ca;

and Culture (Washington, D. C., 1931), p. xxvi.

Mistory
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are not inherently jovial or mirthful, nevertheless, any one who has
had some degree of association with the Negroes of this country, espec

ially the rural southern Negro, will conclude that if not inherited

then a great number of them have at least acquired many traits of con

viviality.

However, it may well be that this humorous display on

their part is but a phase of the conditioning factor in the process of

adjustment that the Negroes as a race must undergo.

True it is that

"life among the lowly" is not one of perpetual merriment as some are

tempted to believe, for if this

were so the "Negro spirituals" and

the "blues" would never have been born.

It appears also that this

blithe and jesting characteristic, typical of the Negro laborer, is
rather conspicuously absent in the outward life, at least, of the well
educated Negroes.

But be it as it may, the average rural Negro apparent

ly reacts to a farcical and comical situation quicker and in a more
genuine fashion than does the average rural white.
Perhaps the most popular form of diversion for the Negroes of this
village is the "social gathering," where they can relax and relate —
sometimes rather expressively — their whims, moods, and experiences.

Usually they congregate at one of the combinaticn soft-drink stand and

gambling establishments of which there are two in the village*

in one

of these public places there is housed an old dilapidated pool table

decorated with a table cloth that has been many times torn and re-torn,
patched and cross-patched.

The pool balls, which were once spherical

in shape, because of many years of battering have taken on somewhat of
a lopsided appearance revealing many chipped spots as they wobble along.
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If love ofgambling is not inherent in these Negroes then they

certainly must have acquired it from the French in toto for they

definitely enjoy games of chance.

A popular and inexpensive pastime

is the simple game of pool id which ordinarily two players actually
participate hut, vicariously, the entire gathering are participant
observers.

Watching one of these rather hot games of pool is quite

amusing as well as educational.

The Negroes love to demonstrate fancy

shots, and considering their meagre and shoddy playing equipment, some

of them develop a remarkable dexterity and skill at this game.

The

player will sometimes call his shot, but as soon as he does so at least

one of the bystanders will volunteer advice on the "only" proper way
to execute the shot.

Then others are sure to disagree and a general,

and at times heated, discussion will follow.

However, when finally the

player gets in position to play the ball a deathly silence usually fills

the hall, so that one can almost hear a pin drop bn the floor.

The

Negroes will lean forward and with a tense look on their faces will
remain motionless until the outcome of -the shot.

Regardless of out

come — whether a good or a bad play — the shot is followed by uproar
ious noise.

Occasionally a Negro observer will deliberately try to

arouse the ire of one of the players by "talking on his hand."

(Talk

ing and criticizing the shot while the player is in the act of playing

the ball.)

This will often start a somewhat acrimonious argument similar

to the following:
you or ain’t you?"

"Ah done axe you to stop talkin * on mah hand, now is

"Ah kin talk ef Ah wants to; you sho cain’t stop

me from talkin’," replied the heckler.

"Niggah, Ah ain’t playin’ wit’
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you; Ah wants to know right now ef you is or if you ain’t gonna stop

talkin’ on mah hand, cuz ef you ain’t I’se goin’ to shut yo’ mouf wit’

dis ball and buss yo’ haid wit’ dis cue-stick.

yo’ monkey-shine."

I’se plum tired of

Just then old Buckshot — the operator — stepped

between the two to put an end to the argument, "Come on, boys, cut out
de monkey-business; where do you think you is? back-a-town in Napoleon?

Dis ain’t no honky-tonk."

When the middle-aged Negroes of the village have a few nickels to

spare they indulge in a penny-ante poker game.

This is a popular pastime

on week-ends, especially in winter, following the cane-cutting season

when there is still a little money in circulation among the members of
the group.

Dice games are not very prevalent in the village.

As one

fellow expressed it, "Dis ain’t no crap-shootin* place; you mus’ go to

Napoleon ef you want to roll de bones."
In the second decade of the twentieth century^, and in the early

1920’s, previous to the migration of most of the younger element, base

ball was a very popular sport in this Negro village as well as in other
A Negro baseball game, while not

Negro villages along Bayou Lafourche.

always exciting is, nevertheless, always amusing.

During thd heyday of

this village when they had one of the strongest local Negro ball clubs
along the bayou, their home game drew almost as many white people as

Negroes; a part of the wooden bleachers was reserved for the whites.

A

very special feature of these baseball games was "Mobile," the umpire.
He was a show in himself.

Mobile had about half a dozen special charac

teristics that he put to very good use.

He was first and always a

natural-born actor and musician; he had the reputation of being the
best chicken-snatcher in the neighborhood; he could consume more whiskey
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in a shorter space of time than any other Negro in the vicinity,

being

musician, jester, and general flunky in Plattenville’s two saloons lor
whites, it is claimed that practically the only water he ever drank was
in the form of beer.

And he probably had the most awkward manner of

running that is humanly possible of any individual.

Nobile would always entertain his white friends.

Before the ball game

It was a favorite cus

tom of some of these white persons to bring to Mobile a couple of drihks
and a cigar — this, they said, constituted his warming up.

say, "Ah jes want enough to wake me up."

As he would

Now two drinks for Mobile

meant exactly one-half a pint of whiskey, which he drank at short inter
vals.

"It ain’t made to look at," was his pet expression, as he fin-

*
ished his second and final drink, throwing the empty flask away.

Then

with a baseball rule book in one hand (he always insisted on having a

rule book although he was poor at reading and worse at pronouncing) and

about a six-inch cigar in the other hand, he would announce the battery
for each team and yell, "Play ball."

When the game developed into one

of those hit-and-run slugfests, Mobile had a rather hard time of it for
he persisted in pacing the runner, much to the pleasure of the visitors.
It is impossible to give an adequate description of how this Negro ran;

but those who have seen an old frightened buzzard running on the ground
befbre taking the air can get an idea of his style.

With arms bent at

the elbows, but raised to shoulder height, holding the rule book in one
hand and his cigar in the other, his dangling, limping, bow legs would

wobble toward first base, while his arms would flip flap up and down

in piston-like precision like the wings of a buzzard.

Reaching first
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base he would suddenly stop in a crotched cat-like position, then he
would bellow forth his decision, "OutI out Ah sayl” or nSafeI Ah say

he’s safel"

Needless to say there were many protested decisions and

arguments, but Mobile — with the aid of the rule book whether it was

needed or not — would always manage to put over his decision.

Un

fortunately, baseball of this type has passed away in this village,
and so has Mobile.

He died during the prohibition era, some say, of

thirst.

At the present time the only baseball being played in the village
is ty the kids ranging in age from 12 to 16.

During the week days they

play among themselves, while on Sundays they chose a club and engage

in a game with the College Point boys playing in Bertrandville on one

Sunday, with a return game in College Point on the following Sunday.
This arrangement lasts through the entire summer.
During the hunting season, and sometimes out of season, the Negroes
are fond of indulging in this sport, not only for a pastime but also as
a means of procuring wild meat.

by far the most popular hunt.

With these Negroes, rabbit hunting is

Only a few families in the village are

not the proud possessors of at least one lean, hungry-looking rabbit
dog; but dog or no dog the Negro will hunt the rabbits — as the French

say it A la sourdine, on the sly.

The unfortunate rabbit that tries to

run through a gang of Negro cane cutters has indeed a very slim chance

of surviving.

The Negroes of this village still like to relate how one

of their numbers, a few years ago> out-ran a rabbit on a clean ditch

bank.

"When dat rabbit went through his laig dat niggah jes lit out

after *im.

Ah sho wish you c’uld uv seen dat niggah closing in on dat
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rabbit, and jes when dey wuz ’bout to reach the haid land he leaned
over sideways lak dis an’ pat de rabbit under de belly befo’ he co’t

dat meat.

Ah say to ’im, ’How come you pat de rabbit under de belly

•stead of cotchin’ ’im by de hind laig?’ and he say ’Ah jes wanna be
sure it wuz a fat ’un.’

Lawsyl lawsyl dat poh rabbit jes ain’t had

no show a’tall when dat black boy got after ’im.'*
Fishing for perch and other small fish in the bayou is the pastime
of quite a few of the old Negroes.

However, during the spring season

the entire family will go crawfishing along the various field ditches.

This is also the favorite time for buffalo gigging when this species
of fish are found in school — spawning.
On Mardi liras these Negroes usually have a Carnival celebration.

Other Negroes from the villages of Franklinville, Dorseyville, Ewell—
ville, Tigerville, College Point, and the two Brown Towns will con

gregate in Bertrandville for the day.

A "hot dance” lasting the greater

part of the evening terminates the day’s festivities.

The amusement day par excellence, however, for the Negroes of this
village, and for that matter the Negroes of the surrounding parishes, is

Labor Day.

Napoleonville is the gathering place of Negroes on that day.

The town council gives them free use of the community baseball park for
their annual baseball game between a picked team representing the

Napoleonville Negroes and a Negro team from Donaldsonville.

Before

the game they stage a big parade through the streets of Napoleonville,

which finally ends at the baseball grounds where various kinds of
refreshments are sold.

Sometimes one or two high-powered Negro orators

will address the jubilant crowd.

In the evening they hold their big
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Labor Day dance which the Negroes characterise as being "hotter than
hot."

About once a month the Negro Catholics of the Village will have a
church fair which serves the double purpose of furnishing amusements

for the Negroes and providing revenue for the support of the Catholic

church and school.

A recent addition to the village amusement public houses is the
combination cafe and dancing place where the young folks of the area
can dance to their heart* s content, provided they have the nickels to

put into the large music box.

One of the outstanding social events of the season during the past
year was the marriage of Marcelite Williams of Bertrandville, a young

woman of 85 years of age, to the Reverend Alfred Murrell, aged 77,
preacher of the College Point Baptist Church by night and a moss picker
by day.

This was the occasion for a "high falutin* blowout" for the

Negroes of Bertrandville and College Point.

The marriage was celebrated

in the evening at the small Baptist church of the groom, and immediately

after the ceremony a reception was held which turned out to be somewhat

of a cake-eating and wine-drinking party.

When Marcelite was asked if

it was a case of love at first sight, she replied, "Ole Alfred’s too
ole fur dat kind uv foolishness and he wuz alone; but he kin wurk yit,
an Ah wuz tired of livin’ alone an’ scratchin’ fur a livin’ so we

decided to git together."

CHAPTER VI
SOCIAL PROCESSES

In the previous chapters, practically all phases of social

organization, as well as many aspects of social processes, have been
treated.

Nevertheless, certain features of these processes, by way

of orientation and summarization, will be further developed.

Social Differentiation.

In such a small village as Bertrandville,

with so high a percentage of agricultural laborers, the total popu
lation (393 persons), might well be represented as one collective

unity characterized by a number of groups which are, in themselves,
differentiated into various sub-groups.

No attempts will be made

here to delve into the underlying philosophy and theory cf groups.

As used in this chapter, a group simply means two or more individuals
drawn or bound together by certain "ties," "bonds," or "special interests"

which bring about rather definite clinging and unification of its mem
bers into a real functioning unity.

It is often stated, and rightly so, that the Negroes as a whole

represent rather loose and weak forms of social organizations.

On the

other hand, there are Negro villages in which the population is much
more closely united ly a multiplicity of ties than those of a great

many rural white communities.

The population of Bertrandville, situ

ated as it is, in the midst of the Breach pattern of social organization

^For a clear and concise treatment of groups see Sorokin, Zimmer

man, and Galpin, Systematic Source Book in Rural-Sociology, I, 305-333.
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— which is somewhat of an intermediate form between the extreme

"cumulative community" and "differentiated groupings"

— reflects

in its social structure essentially the same social pattern as that
of the French,with the exception that in some forms of associations

3
the ties are somewhat weaker.^
Since the origin and organization of this village the group

which has exhibited the greatest degree of cohesion, integration and
solidarity, bounded together by numerous vital and effective ties has

been the family.

However, at the present time, good roads, improved

means of communication, and the rapid growth in the division of labor
between urban and rural areas, as well as economic insecurity for
agricultural laborers, has ushered in a period of transition which is

breaking and destroying many of the bonds and ties that foster solidar
ity in this group.

Although there are today 10 families of Williams

in the village, they have a lesser degree of unity than when there were

only five united into one super family, all residing on the same small
tract of land — the family farm.
Probably the outstanding example of a rather highly integrated

family organization is offered by the original Skidmore family group.
It is a complex cumulative group consisting of five families, number
ing 30 persons, all living in very close proxlmity to each other on
the small eight-acre family farmstead, and held together by blood bond,
^Ibid., pp. 312-327.
^For more aspects of the forms of social organization among the
French element, see the writer’s "Notes on the Social Organization
of a French Village in South Louisiana," to be published in a forth
coming issue of Social Forces.
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religion, language, economic status, mores, attachment to their ances
tral homestead, and mutual aid.

This super-family, in its organization,

approach nearest to an imitation of the typical pattern of the Acadian
and

French-speaking families of the surrounding area, than any other

Negro family in the village.

The Allen family is another group consisting of four families, for
a total of 20 persons, who are also still living on the small family
farmstead, and who are held together by a variety of bonds, chief of

which are the blood and mutual aid bonds.

Protestants, and exclusively

English-speaking, they resemble more closely in their make-up the rural

American family, while the Skidmore’s are all Catholic, with the older

generation speaking French fluently, and reflecting in many other ways
the folkways and mores of the French.

Next to the family, religion offers the most fundamental basis for
group-creating unities.

It has already been pointed out that the

religious personnel of the village is divided into two main groups,

namely, Catholics and Protestants.
are found sub-groups.

However, within these two groups

In the Protestant group the subdivisions take

the form of a Baptist and a Methodist group, with the Baptist, in turn,

subdividing into three groups, each adhering to a different aspect of

Baptist beliefs.

Among the

Catholics, there are two functioning sub

groups — the ladies* altar society and the church caretaker’s group.

As previously mentioned, the various fraternal organizations of the
village, also having a religious basis, constitute four well-organized
active groups.

Besides these, there are one or two small groups, with
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a restricted personnel, consisting of a number of women in the village

who hold in their homes certain social functions for a selected few.

These functions are characterized by card games, study clubs, and

musical recitals.

The characteristics and functions of most of the above-mentioned
groups have already been considered.

The purpose of the ladies’ altar

society and the church caretaker’s group, however, have not been pre
viously mentioned.

The functions of these two groups are more or less

explained by their respective names.

For instance, the work of the

ladies’ altar society is to see that the altar is kept immaculately

clean at all times; that it is properly dressed and decorated for Sun
day and fest day services; and that fresh flowers, whenever procurable,
are gathered to adorn the repository of the Holy Eucharist.

On the

other hand, the church caretaker^ group conforms principally to the
characteristics of a broom and bucket squad.
up — and in a very thorough fanner.

They do the^ cleaning

This group is so organized that

each week the names of three married women and three young ladies are

posted on a small board in the rear of the church.

During that part

icular week these designated persons are responsible for the appearance
of the church.

The following week other names are posted and this

process keeps on until the entire group has served.

Although ordi

narily there is a division of labor between the two groups just dis

cussed, nevertheless, during Christmas week and Holy week these two

groups merge into one and work together for the preparation and decora

tion of the church for the Christmas service, and especially for the
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Easter Sunday service, which is the feast of feasts in the calendar

of the Catholic Church.
Social Stratification.

It is a generally accepted truism that the

rural population pyramid is much less stratified than the urban one,

and so it is natural to find that the population of Bertrandville

situated as it is in the heart of one of the most rural of rural par
ishes — Assumption — should be characterized by only a slight degree

of stratification.

With agricultural labor of the daily-wage type

being the main (in many instances the exclusive) source of income,
the population pyramid of Bertrandville, from an occupational point

of view, represents a broad and flat base.
Economically, the self-styled "kingfish” of the village, who owns
a rather nice home, a good automobile, two large trucks — used in the

common-carrier business — and operates a combination bar room and

gambling place in Napoleonville, shares the roost at the apex of the
pyramid with the Negro owning the largest farm (18 acres) in the
settlement and the best equipped home.

Incidentally, this farm owner

is a mechanic by trade, and since he derives a much better income from
this type of work than he could from agriculture, he doesn’t bother

with farming, but lets his brother-in-law take care of his farm.

In the next economic stratum are the 11 small landowners who live
in their own homes and derive a small income from the operation of

their little farms which they supplement by seasonal employment during
the sugar cane harvesting time.

Also included in this particular

economic stratum are the village carpenters, the railroad section workers,
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the village blacksmith, the insurance salesman, a musician, and a
few others who own their homes and derive their incomes from other
sources than agricultural day-wage labor.

But the large remaining

rank and file of the population are solely dependent on agriculture
for their existence.
There is a greater distance economically and occupationally

among these Negroes than there is socially.

It is rather interesting

that the social distance between the highest and lowest economic

group is relatively insignificant.

Even though there is, to a certain

extent, a division of labor in the village, the few strata of the

human population pyramid by virtue of many ties

of similarity, are

solidarized, nevertheless, into a collective, unified, organic group.

Social Conflict.

It appears to be a generally accepted sociological

dictum that conflict and competition are by-products of social inter
actions.4

Although conflict is a "universal process," it does not

conform to a sterotyped cultural pattern.

On the contrary, the nature

of the group, the individual interrelationships, aS well as the type
of culture prevailing, may either vitiate or mitigate the various

forms of conflict.
In the Negro village of Bertrandville the existing forms of

conflict — whether inter-community or intra-community — are few and
mild in nature.

One of these is the annual economic conflict between

a few Negro laborers and white planters occurring during the sugar
cane harvesting season.

The Negro laborer will grumble and say that

^See the treatment of the conflict process in Kimball Young, An
Introductory Sociology (New York, 1934), Chapters XXI-XXII.* ’ Cf. ' %
the classic analysis in E. A. Ross, Principles of Sociology (New York,
rev. ed., 1930), Chapters XVIII-XXVI.
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he is underpaid, or if he is cutting cane by the ton he will complain

about the short weight he is supposedly receiving.

In other words,

he develops the attitude that he is not "gittin”’ his just dues, that
he is being exploited.

On the other hand, the planter retorts by say

ing that "the independent Negroes are hard to please; that they ex

pect to get paid without working for it" — of course, that never
And this is about as far as the whole thing goes.

happens.

Few are

the intra-class or group conflict among these Negroes except for occa

sional petty animosities which usually fade away about as fast as they
arise.

To a much greater extent than the average person thinks, it is

almost imperative that these Negroes stick together for few are the

recourses for them outside of their own social world.
Mobility.

Whether approached from the horizontal or vertical aspects,

the present population of Bertrandville is a highly immobile one.

Out

side of territorial migration away from this settlement starting in the

second decade, and greatly accelerated in the third decade of the 20th

century, the remaining population is characterized by a low mobility.
Of the total 85 heads of households, 82 (96.5 per cent), have held con

tinuous residence in the parish of Assumption fpr over 20 years.

Of

the three remaining heads, two have been in the parish for 10 years or

over, while the other head has been there for slightly over five years.
Over three-fourths of the heads of households (79 per cent) said they
had lived their entire lives in the parish of Assumption (52 years

being the median age of the heads of households), while 67 (75 per cent)

claim continuous residence in the seventh ward of this parish — the
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ward in which Bertrandville is located — for over 20 years, and
seven of these said they had spent their entire lives in this ward.

Information relative to the period of time the various heads of house
holds have occupied the same dwelling reveals that 34 (40 per cent)
of these heads have held continuous residence in the same house in the

village for 20 years or more, while 25 (27 per cent) have occupied the
same abode for over 10 years.

There are 16 other heads (19 per cent)

who have been residing in the same house from three to ten years, and
12 heads (14 per cent) claim only a one to two years’ stay under the

same roof.

This situation is in sharp contrast to the well-nigh annual

movement made by the average cropper on the cotton plantations.

Not only from the standpoint of residence is a conspicuous lack
of mobility shown but also in regard to procuring the "needs and wants"
of the members of the households.

On the east side of Bayou Lafourche,

facing the Bertrandville settlement, there is a general merchandise

store operated by a white man — Mr. A. Guillot— who caters to the

bulk of these Negroes.

Since his store is located just immediately

across the bayou from this Negro village he has placed in the bayou
right in front of his store a skiff which is at the disposal of, and for
the convenience, of the Negroes in crossing the bayou.

A long chain is

attached to both ends of the skiff as well as to each bank of the stream,

by which one can pull himself across the bayou in faster time than it
takes a person to walk across the bridge over the bayou.

That this skiff

is a wise investment is revealed by the fact that 73 (86 per cent) of
the heads and members of the households use it to cross the bayou and
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purchase their groceries from this merchant.

Such merchandise that

they cannot, carry across in the skiff are later delivered to their
homes by truck.
In order to get an idea of the radius from which these Negroes

purchased other commodities besides groceries, Tables XL, XLI, and

XLII, were constructed to show where they purchased their work clothes,

dress clothes, and drugs. Astothe buying of work clothes, the general
merchandise store immediately opposite the bayou from the settlement

again received most of their patronage.

In fact, the identical number

of families (73) who procured food there, also purchased their work
clothes from this dealer.

The remainder acquired their work clothes

in three places, namely, Napoleonville, four miles south of the Negro

village; Paincourtville, two miles north; and Plattenville, about one
mile away from this village.
As Table XLI reveals, slightly over one-third of the members of

the households reported Napoleonville as the purchasing place of dress
clothes, while exactly one-third of them again patronized the general

merchandise store across the bayou.

Members of three households bought

their dress clothes out of the parish — in Donaldsonville, 12 miles
away; New Orleans, 80 miles distance; and one head of household who was
employed in Shreveport purchased his clothes in that city.

It is sign

ificant that 23 (27 per cent) of the heads of households reported no
expenditures whatever for dress clothes in 1935.
Plattenville, the nearest white village, was the trading place
for drugs.

Of the 85 heads of households, 72 (85 per cent) purchased
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Table XL

Place of Purchase of Work Clothes by
Negroes of Bertrandville, 1955

Place

Number

Total

85

100.0

A. Guillot’s Store
Napoleonville

73
5

85.9
5.9

4
3

4.7
3.5

Pain courtville
Plattenville

Per cent

Table XLI

Place of Purchase of Dress Clothes by
Negroes of Bertrandville, 1935

Place

Number

Total

85

100.0

A. Guillot’s Store
Napoleonville

28
31

32.9
36.5

Out of parish
None purchased

3
23

3.5
27.1

Per cent

Table XLII

Place of Purchase of Drugs by
Negroes of Bertrandville, 1935

Place_

Number

Per cent

Total

85

100.0

Plattenville
Paincourtville

72
6

84.7
7.1

Napoleonville
Out of parish

4
3

4.7
3.5

-.181-

their drugs there.

And it is also the doctor of this settlement who

treats the greater part of the Negroes of Bertrandville.

However,

there are a few heads (as Table XLII shows) who patronize doctors in

the towns of Paincourtville, Napoleonville, and even as far away as

Donaldsonville.

These particular ones buy their drugs in the town

where their physician is located.

Most of those who avail themselves

of medical service in the above-mentioned towns are owners of automo

There are seven automobiles in the village that are in running

biles.

condition, but traveling, nevertheless, is mostly of the short-distance
type.

Napoleonville, Donaldsonville, Thibodaux, and occasionally New

Orleans are the places most frequently visited by these car owners.
Social Control.

The function of the various agencies in the village

serving as means of social control have already been discussed.

How

ever, attention should be called to the relative importance of these
respective agencies and the manner in which they mold the population to

conform to the accepted patterns of ’’right" and reject those of ’’wrong.’*
In Bertrandville the family has played, and is still playing, a

most important part in shaping the moral lives of its members.

Closely

allied with the family and second only to it in importance has been the

force of religion.

The psychological factor of ’’fear" among these

Negroes certainly cannot be minimized.

Pear of a God,of retributive

justice, fear of the law and its exacting punishment, are very potent
factors of social control.

Another significant factor of social control

in this village is the folkways and mores developed by the Negroes them

selves.

It is rather interesting that the Negroes of this settlement
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will not tolerate a "bad acting" Negro in their group for any period

of time, if for no other reason than that his conduct reflects ad

versely on the entire village.

And finally, the very nature of the

population itself — highly homogeneous, highly immobile, and highly
solidified by this feeling of ’’likemindedness’’ — fosters a great

degree of social control.

CHAPTER VII

CONCLUSIONS

In this thesis an attempt has been made to analyze the social

organization and social process of an independent Negro village:

its

historical origin, its social, cultural, and economic characteristics,
and the race relations existing between the whites and the Negroes.
The primary purpose throughout this study has been to realistically
present the sociology of rural Negro life as it actually exists in this
Negro village.
In developing rather thoroughly the social and economic history of
Assumption Parish from its beginning up to 1870, it was shown that this

area originally settled almost exclusively by small landholding Acadian
and Spanish peasants owning few or no slaves, in a large measure was

transformed — by the encroachment of the latifundium with its necessary
accoutrement, an aristocracy of large slave owners — into an area of
large plantations.

The process of aggregation and consolidation of

numerous small units of land into large holdings gave birth to the large
plantations in this parish, which were mainly responsible for the constant

increase of Negro slaves up to 1860.
In the Negroes’ period of transition from slaves to freedmen
attention. was devoted to the process of adjustment undergone by the
recently liberated slaves to their new social status.

The desire of the emancipated Negroes to move away from the planta
tion "quarters” to a plot of land and into a house that they could call
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their own eventually led to the emergence of Bertrand Lane, and ulti

mately — Bertrandville.
Population Characteristics.

It was shown that the present population

of Bertrandville is composed of a stable and immobile group, that there
has been a serious depopulation by migration of heads of households

under and up to the 35-year age grouping, with results that one out of
every three heads of households falls in the age classification of sixty-

years and over.

This has had a pronounced effect on the birth rate as

revealed by the low fertility ratio and the scarcity of children under

five.

The large number of dependents has placed upon the shoulders 01

the Bertrandville Negroes in the productive years of life a much heavier

burden than on the Negroes of the state and the Nation.

The population

as a whole is characterized by a high percentage of home owners, and is
a much legally married and religious one, with the conservative Catholic
religion predominating.
Agriculture was the principal source of occupation for the Negroes

of this village.

The harvesting of sugar cane and rice, as well as the

cultivation of the crops (common field labor), furnished employment for
the large majority of the village Negroes.

Twelve heads of households

(14.0 per cent) were classed as farm operators most of whom, however,
supplemented this type of work by hiring out on plantations during the

rush cane cutting season.
Sporadic periods of unemployment were the lot of quite a number

of heads of households during 1935.

Thirty-one (36.5 per cent) of the

heads were at one time or another idle from two to six months out of
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the year.
The median monetary income per household in 1935 was 5250.00,

while the median total expenditures for the same year were$169.00
per household.

The four-person household living in a three-room house was typical

‘

of this village.
In Chapter IV, "The Relations of the People to the Land," the num
ber, types, importance, and value of gardens to the Negroes of this

village was statistically as well as descriptively presented.

Under

the sub-section dealing with "life and labor in Bertrandville," an

attempt was made to pierce through this so-called veil of subjectivity
where orthodox science usually stops, and effort was made to present a

few glimpses of the inner life, labor,and customs — not of a stereotype,
mechanical, robot-like Negro — but the actual living and talking entity-

expressing his own personality and philosophy in his own words.
In the chapter dealing with institutions, short concise treatments

of the domestic, religious, educational, fraternal, and recreational in
stitutions were presented.

Here again the Negroes’ thoughts, feelings,

and desires as expressed by them were reproduced.
In Chapter VII, certain aspects of social processes — namely,

social differentiation, social stratification, social conflict, mobility,

and social control — for orientation and summarization purposes were

further developed.
Trends in Social Changes and Race Relations.

Among the middle-aged

and the older Negroes of the village, relations with the whites of
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the neighboring area have changed but very little in the past 20

years.

Needless to say these Negroes are held socially in a subser

vient position but even if they have "to keep their place" in society,

they have made the adjustment toward the whites without rancor or

bitterness in their hearts.

They know that although they are in a

subordinate position, they can use, nevertheless, this very factor
as a wedge in which to reach the heart and often the purse of the

dominant whites.

With the present generation, however, there is a slight differ

ence in the Negro white relations.

Especially is this evident among

the younger members of the group who were able to acquire some high
school education.

It is only natural that they should see things in

a different light than do their parents and older folks.

They are

not willing to accept, as unreservedly as the older generation, the
status quo, this philosophy of resignation and contentment with the

lot of their race.

However, they fully realize that a high school

education to a Negro agricultural laborer of the daily-wage -type is
probably more of a handicap than a help.

It requires but little think

ing on their part — and Negroes do think, in fact much more than they
are credited with doing — to visualize their future status in this
village.

Marriage in this rural setting would bring the added encum

brance of children to further lower their already low standards of

living.

These children because of poor environment would be largely

doomed to follow in the footsteps of their father and become agric

ultural, day-wage laborers with hardly an assurance of steady employment
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even there.

And so they migrate to the urban centers, whether for

better or for worse they know not, but they do know that it will be
a change, that life will take on a different pattern.
Not all of these Negroes go to New Orleans.

Some of the Negroes

from this village are working in Washington, D. C., and at least one
is attending school there at present.

Others have migrated to the

northern cities of New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, and St. Louis.
Of the southern cities, besides New Orleans, there are Bertrandville-

born Negroes in Louisville, Atlanta, Houston, and Beaumont.

It is

rather interesting that those who have migrated further away than

New Orleans seldom if ever return to the village.

They have made the

adjustment to a different type of living, life has taken on a new mean
ing, and they write back home that they have left the village for good.

A rare exception is the case of the youngest son of a former Negro
slave who came all the way from Nome, Alaska, back to the old home to
*
spent two weeks with his aged mother while she was still alive.

Implications.

Within the past few months the Negro and his social

status in the South has again held the spotlight in the Nation's Legis
lative Halls.

To the question "What does the average rural southern

Negro think about it," or "What is his reaction to the political maneu
vering in the Nation’s capital," no comments can be given in this study

for the South as a whole.

Nevertheless, for the Negroes of Bertrand

ville, Assumption Parish, and for that matter, all the sugar-producing

parishes, it appears that Negro education rather than Negro legislation
is foremost in their thoughts and talks.

In fact, the crying need of
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the time in this area is for a better and more practical system of

Negro education, one with a truly utilitarian value which will instruct
the Negro rural population for the economic and social betterment of

Negro rural society.

In the Sugar Cane Atea especially, one can no

longer use effectively the historic argument that educating the Negroes

is tantamount to driving them out of the community, since they have

left en masse without the benefit of education, and are still leaving
with exceptionally few ever returning.

Without overlooking the fact that there is a "Negro problem" in
the rural area, it is not, nevertheless, the "bugbear" that some would

have it appear to be, nor will any legislation obliterate it overnight.

Perhaps a long-time point of attack to ameliorate the existing situation
would be to instill into the minds of the pupils, gradually and step by

step — in both white and Negro schools from the first grade throughout
the secondary education stage — certain elementary but vitally funda

mental facts concerning both the white and the Negro race.— in other

words, a primer in race relations. And despite the fact that; there is
hardly a book written dealing with Negroes, one might say hardly an
address delivered on this subject, without it being prefaced with the

statement that "southerners, least of all, do not know the Megro";
nevertheless, the task of solving this race problem — if it ever is

solved — will in all probability have to be done by southerners, both
whites and Negroes.

One wonders if the southerner, despite all his prejudices — al
though it is highly improbable that many southerners,much legs the

average one, can do justice to the prejudicial reputation that has been
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heaped upon them — may not be better acquainted with, and qualified
to cope with, the life and problems of the rural Negroes, economically
and socially, than for example, one reared in an extreme urban environ

ment, who after spending about six weeks in a Mississippi "southern

town" expounds and solves the Negro problem in a 500-page book.

Or,

the "real truth about the Negro problem and what should be done about

it," as offered by one who — with the exception of about six months

traveling along the good roads of the South — previously "had never

visited the United States" much less "met an American Negro
Finally, the increasing amount of literature — impartial and

detached — on the "race problem" of the South, written by young

southerners themselves, both whites and Negroes, augurs well that the
so-called "backward population of an eroded and destitute Region," can
cope with their own problems at least as intelligently as the favored
members of a more advantaged Region.

i

BERTRANDVILLE — THE HABITAT AND THE PEOPLE

A

PICTORIAL PRESENTATION
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5.

Aerial photograph showing the Negro line village of Bertrandville,
and the neighboring area. Notice the lanes on the west side of
the bayou, just south of the big bend. The line village on the
east side of the bayou is the small white settlement of Platten
ville.
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6.

Sunshine and shadows — a study in Negro relaxation.
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7.

A typical Negro of Congo descent. Notice the earthen wall made
from a mixture of bayou sand and Spanish moss.
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8.

The tragedy of old age — a pathetic figure, all alone. Compare
physical characteristics of this 94-year old quadroon -with the Cong

on the preceding page.
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9.

10.

The Catholic Church and the residence of the priest.

The two Catholic school halls and the playground.

-196-

public school teacher end her grandchildren.

U.

The

12»

The village public school.
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13.

A garden on the batture. The languid water of Bayou bafourche
can be seen in the background.

14.

A typical yard-garden
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15.

Lucky Strikes may be kind to the throat but she prefers buzz
tobacco in a corn cob pipe.

16.

"Ah jes been visitin.’"
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17.

18.

Smiling Joe Douglas with "de dime on mah laig."

Before the cane harvesting season babee was "on de
emaciated, depressed. After the season he is now
dresses like a dandy and the very fact that he is
is a definite indication that there is yet sap in

grass r* Pjor,
sleek and shiny,
"keeping company
the old tree.

—SOO-

19.

20.

Lorraine inquiring about the health of the writer’s mother.

Old Cecilie — a former slave — drops in at her friend’s on her
way to church. Notice the prayer beads in her hand. Cecilie
always reminds me in French, "I took care of your grandmother,
your father, and you, too, when you were a baby; you have to
come to my funeral when I die."
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21.

22.

Not a dull moment here.

The little girl believes in holding hands.
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23.

24.

Just playing for fun.

A healthy looking group of black and brown Americans.
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26.

Cabin among the trees.
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27.

No relation-

to "Father Divine" regardless of resemblance.

23.

On relief.
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29.

Members of the St. Vincent de Paul Society gathering around
the hall for a meeting.

30.

Snoozing in the noon-day sun.
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51.

Playing in the Catholic Church yard.

52.

"The Tabernacle."
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35.

Pulling himself across the bayou via the chain-pulling
system. Notice the path leading to the general merchandise

34.

In anticipation of a "big evening."
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35.

One of the small farms of the area.

36.

Owner of the above farm.
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57.

38.

A side view of one of the houses facing the concrete highway.

On -week days he wields the axe, but on Sunday it’s the razor.
The patient with the expression denoting anticipated pain is
the sole migrant to the village.
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39.

Entrance to Bertrand Lane.

40.

Entrance to Skidmore Lane.
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41.

.42.

Farms along the highway.

Another small farm.
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45.

A levee scene near the southern end of the village.

44.

The blacksmith shop on the northern end of the village.
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43.

44.

A levee scene near the southern end of the village.

The blacksmith shop on the northern end of the village.
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45.

46.

The priest leaving the chapel.

The Catholic Church at Plattenville where all of the Catholic
Negroes of Bertrandville formerly attended religious services.
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47.

The so-called weaker sex in the cane field.

48.

A hefty swing.

sUWaBMKKBsc

49.

By the bend in the road.

50.

The Bertrandville grave yard.
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51.

52.

Cutting plant cane.

Examining the stubble growth of last year's plant cane.
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57.

Born in servitude, they were in early life "wards of the Nation”
and now in the evening of life — on relief — they are again
"wards of the Nation."

58.

The oxen takes the place of the mule.
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59.

60.

Near the ond of one of the lanes.

One of the poorest houses in the village
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Name of Planters in Assumption Parish Producing Sugar in
1860-61. Type of Mill, Amount Produced, and Distance from Donaldson
ville of each Respective Farm.

Right Side of Bayou Lafourche

Name

Type of
Mill

Number of 1,000
pounds hhd. pro
duced

Miles from
Donaldson
ville

Mrs. J. D. Leblanc

*
hp.

63

5

Alcide Landry

hp.

90

5

Seraphin Bourgeois

hp.

58

6

Valery Leblanc

hp.

41

6

**
s.

300

6

G. Molere

hp.

19

7

E. Ferray

hp.

35

7

Estate, Mrs. J. S. Simonaud

hp.

150

7.

Widow Carville Verret

s.

150

8

Julien Tournillon

s.

430

8

Dr. Joseph Martin, Voiron Plant.

s.

300

8

J. B. Landry

s.

182

8

Jean Gonzalos

hp.

60

8

Mrs. Gedion Guidry

hp.

45

8

Mrs. L. Landry & Son

hp.

106

8

Mrs. Paul Savoy

hp.

65

9

Mrs. Ely Comeaux

hp.

94

9

Maxil Leblanc

hp.

41

9

T. & E. Burbank, Avon Plantation

* Horse Power
**Steam power
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Right Side of Bayou Lafourche

Name
Type of
Mill

Number of 1,000
pounds hhd. pro
duced__________

Miles fro
Donaldson
ville

Dr. L. Samprou

hp.

27

E. J. Landry

hp.

56

9

R. & L. R. Dugas

hp.

46

9

Murville Landry

hp.

32

9

B. J. Davenport & lord, Magnolia

s.

462

10

Dugas & Robichaud

s.

210

10

Estate, J. T. Pugh,
Highland Plantation

s.

250

10

W. H. Pugh & Co.,
Augustin Plantation

s.

601

11

Dugas & Daigle

s.

92

11

Hubert Simoneaud

hp.

20

11

Maxile Daigle

hp.

30

12

Campo & Co.

hp.

41

14

Emerand Simonaud

hp.

20

14

s.

52

14

hp.

61

15

G. W. Jones, Glenwood
Plantation

Vacuum

148

15

Mrs. Alexis Blanchard

s.

158

15

Vacuum

700

16

s.

416

17

400

17

Eugene Comeaux

Mrs. Marcelin Bourg

Dr. E. E. Kittredge,
Elm Hall Plantation
Mrs. A. M. Foley
P. Landreaux, Trinity
Plantation

Pneumatic battery

.

9
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Right Side of Bayou Lafourche

Name

N. M. Williamson,
Poverty Point Plantation

Type of
mill

Number of 1,000
pounds hhd. pro
duced

Miles from
Donaldson
ville

s.

70

17

ihp.

135

18

s.

153

21

hp.

•••

21

H. H. Foley, Mazeppa Plantation

s.

230

21

E. E. Malhiot

s.

218

21

Pugh & Seymour

s.

106

22

Auguste Aucoin

s.

100

23

Kittredge & Son

s.

150

23

W. W. Pugh, Taxana Plantation

s.

205

23

Himel & Pugh, Himelaya Plantation

s.

250

23

Colonel W. Wynn, Georgia
Plantation

s.

135

23

Littlejohn Brothers,
Melrose Plantation

s.

360

24

P. L. Cox, Oak Wood Plantation

s.

300

25

hp.

5

25

Avet & Herbert

s.

150

25

Dr. P. Dansereau

s.

118

26

Tete Brothers,
St. Rose Plantation

s.

115

26

Joseph Dugas

hp.

35

11

Drauzln Dugas

hp.

33

11

Richard Gautreaux
Phillips & Lyne

Florentin Blanchard

Gautreaux Brothers
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Right Side of Bayou Lafourche
Type of
mill
Name

Number 1,000
pounds hhd. pro
duced__________

Miles from
Donaldson
ville_____

s.

116

11

Joseph R. Landry

hp.

47

11

0. Lauve & Co.,
Excelsior Plantation

hp.

65

11

N. Lauve & Co.,
Labarre, Grand Bayou

s.

85

11

J. Gentil, Bayou Pierre

hp.'

54

11

Jean Baptiste Aucoin,
Bayou Pierre

hp.

14

11

B. G. Davenport & Ford,
Laurel Plantation

s.

140

11

D. Leblanc & Simoneaud

hp.

22

11

Eugene Landry, Bayou Gome

hp.

46

11

Blanchard & Landry

hp.

68

11

Mrs. Hermogene Leblanc

hp.

26

11

Eugene Landry

hp.

50

11

Achille Dugas

hp.

55

11

Clovis Dugas

hp.

8

11

Joseph Aucoin & Others

hp.

15

11

Achille Leblanc

hp.

48

11

Robichaud & Brothers

hp.

15

11

J. B. Landry

hp.

22

11

Rosemond Simonaud

hp.

55

11

Florentin Rodrigue

hp.

35

11

M. B. Leblanc

’—
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Right Side of Bayou Lafourche

Name

Type of
mill

Number of 1,000
pounds hhd. pro
duced

Miles from
Donaldson
ville

John McCartney

hp.

43

11

Mrs. Simon Landry

hp.

33

11

Venant & Jedeon Hebert

hp.

49

11

Gabriel Beasley & Son

s.

247

15

W. J.C. Pugh

s.

463

15

R. L. Sparks

hp.

72

15

James O’Keane

hp.

12

15

Harding Burnley

hp.

180

15

Felix Dugas

hp.

23

15

Thiac & Courtade

hp.

70

15

Francis Darbon

hp.

17

15

Marcel Aucoin

hp.

14

15

Gross & Payan

s.

132

15

W. N. & V. H. Ivy,
Virginia Plantation

s.

197

15

Mrs. Thaddeus Knight

s.

212

15

W. N. Ivy, Home Place Plantation

s.

205

15

Anthony Hartman, Bayou Maxil

s.

70

15

Romain Daigle, Bayou Quatre Mille

•••

•••

15

Daniel Morrison

s.

196

15

H. L. Hunley, Forest Place

hp.

45

15

Haifleigh & Rentrop

hp.

145

15

A. Giroir

hp.

79

15
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Right Side of Bayou Lafourche

Name

Type of
mill

Number of 1,000
pounds hhd. pro
duced

Miles from
Donaldson
ville

Dr. H. A. G. Robert

s.

296

15

Mrs. Etienne Pennison & Son

s.

141

15

Daniel Morrison

s.

75

15

hp.

144

15

D. Pointer

Total Amount of Assumption,
Right descending Side
— 13,489

Left Side of Bayou Lafourche

Name

Type of
nlll

Number of 1,000
pounds hhd. pro
duced

Miles from
Donaldson
ville

Foley & Wilson,
Belle Terre Plantation

s.

341

5

Mrs. A. Truxillo & Son

hp.

47

5

Domingue Truxillo

hp.

19

5

Captain Celestin Dalferes

s.

70

7

Charles Kock,
Belle Alliance Plantation

s.

800

6

Vivez & Maurin

hp.

115

6

J. L. Dalferes

s.

85

6

Miles Taylor, Dalferes Place

s.

60

5

Thomas May

s.

110

5

Antoine Truxillo

s.

80

7

hp.

22

7

s.

238

7

hp.

70

7

Manuel Martinez

Numa Vivez

Baltazar Allemand
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Left Side of Bayou Lafourche

Name

Type of
mill

Number of 1,000
pounds hhd. pro
duced__________

Miles from
Donaldson
ville_____

Estate, Manuel Fernandez

s.

292

8

James B. Vinson

s.

120

8

Estate, Manuel Fernandez,
Truxillo Plantation

s.

•••

8

Estate, Antonio Vela, Home Place

s.

70

10

Severin Landry

s.

83

11

J. B. Guillot

hp.

45

11

Alexandre Guillot

hp.

23

12

s.

57

12

Eugene Lallande

hp.

8

12

Thomas Hill

hp.

57

13

s.

40

13

Urrin & Eloy Melancon

hp.

107

14

F. Templet

hp.

41

15

s.

143

16

hp.

95

16

Mrs. Charles Monot

s.

53

18

Mrs. Thomas Pugh

s.

635

18

H. J. Boatner & Co.

s.

380

19

W. W. Pugh, Woodlawn Plantation

s.

420

19

hp.

31

20

Wilson Grismore

s.

170

20

Edward Pugh, Poitier Plantation

s.

144

20

Melancon & Templet

P. M. Melancon

W. B. Rattliff,
Locust Grove Plantation

Folse Brothers

Joseph Barrillcau & Co.
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Left Side of Bayou Lafourche

Name

Type of
mill

Number of 1,000 Miles from
pounds hhd. pro- Donaldsonduced______
____ ville

T. Bertrand & Co.

s.

110

21

Gen. R.C. Martin,
Albermarle Plantation

s.

240

21

Joseph Monte

hp.

40

21

Pierre Concianni

hp.

15

21

Dr. J. Martin,
Vallance Plantation

s.

188

23

Mrs. Eliza Leftivich

s.

170

23

Drauzin Hymel

s.

75

23

hp.

20

23

s.

213

25

hp.

11

25

Hermogene Cross & Co.
Amede Tete, Magnolia
Grove Plantation

Jerasime Boudreau

Total Amount of Assumption,

Loft Descending Side

—

6,153

SURVEY OF THE RELIEF SITUATION
OF STRANDED POPULATION AREAS

X.

Serial No.

Parish

(date)
2,

Community

(editor)

(enumerator)

Full name of head of household ______ __________________________________________
Post office address
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

)
(
Family size farm
(
)
Plantation
)
(
Wood land clearing
)
(
Saw mill village
(
)
Trade center village
How many years continuous res idence in this country?
in this ward?in this house?

3.

Residence:

4,

Nationality of head of household

5

Members of household:

of wife

Last Grade Completed Is Mem Birthplace
College ber in P.O.State FVTC
Grade
Status
Sead of :
School?
:Birth- :Naand
(Yes or
Household:
High
:day
:tiviNo)
School
(b)
:(c) 5 (a), : (e)
(f)
(g)
(i)
(h)
..
(.1)
( ft) _
••
••
•
1 —
••
•
---- _
♦
2
•
•
3
•
•
•
....
r
•
4
«•
•• .
«
.
------5 ••
•
•
...
6 - ---•>
--• ..
•
7 _
••
8 •
-->«
• 9 _
«•
•
1O «•
*r------- r r1 ■
♦..Li •
* .
. *
12 - -«j
♦13 - -- --*
14 .
-V
•
15 _-2----------L. . •
*ft-1——B— __

Li»e Relation-:Sex:Age at:Color Mari
ship to :
:Last : and
tal
No •

5,

Languages spoken in order of prevalence

-2Ccmpositlon of Household

7.

Occupational Experience and Status of Msnbers of Household 16 years of age and over (to be obtained by Interview)

Line
No.
Age Occupation
Shown
(If farm
in 5
operator
enter ten
ure status)
(H)

(b)

(c)

Usual Occupation and Industry
Indus Type of Month and
Present
Indus
Bnploy- year last
try
Occupation try
ment # job at
(If farm
usual
operator
occupation enter ten
ended
ure status
(e)
(g)
(h)
(I)

Earnings
for
month
studied

(1)

Type
of
employ
ment #

(J)

Enployment
Classi
fication
##
(k)

If specially trained
or qualified for
particular employ
ment (other than in
(c) or (d) Specify
(1)

•

^Unpaid labor (Family’s farm or family business) - N.P.
Working own account — Own
Wage or Salary Worker (Including regular government employment (Ord.)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

employed enter a dash (- -)
Seeking re-employment — S.R.
Seeking first job — First
Retired worker —
R.W.
Disabled —
D
Housewife —
H
Student —
St.
Other - Specify — Other

-38.

Occupational History, Farm Tenure ad Mobility of Heads of Household.

(To be obtained by interview)

Begin with gaitfful onployment in 1925 or the first thereafter. Include periods of unemployment. If
working at home without wages write N.P. (not paid) under column (e).
If part time farming, record
other occupation under columns (b)-(e) and farming operations under columns (f)-(h) for given period
(column (a)) and place of residence, columns (i)-(k).
Residence
For All Farm Bnployment
Month: Duration of
For Wage Earners
Place
of
:
State__________ County
Tenure : Full or
: Number
and : Job or
Usual
Occupation Industry
Residence;
:
(Fill in one line for
Status : Part-time : Acres
Monthly
year : Number of
(F.V.T.C.):
each change of residence
: farming
: OperEarnings
began: years
:
(Full,part)
:
ated
: operated
(i)
:
(J)
:
(k)
(f)
: (g)
: (h)
(d)
(e)
(a) :
(b)
(c)
FOR MALE HEAD

4.

9.

Ownership Status of Place of Residence

Acres 1935
Status________ House
Fann_____________ Cultivated
(Yes or:(Yes or:Number :
1
No)
: No)
of
:
;
•
acres :
:
•

Owner
Squatter
Homesteader
Cash renter
.Share renter
Qronner_

Acres of
Cotton

•

--- --- ■--- ria—।
•
------------------- _
•

. ........
---- ,

•
•

•

•
- - - - ■* — - — - -

-

*

__ - —V ■___„_

10. Livestock

—--- Item.
(a) Horses and
Mules
lb) Milk cows
tc) Othor cattle.

11.

No.______ It£IL------------- ---------:(d) Hogs
_ _____
: (e) Sheep_________:
------___________ :(f) Poultry______ •____________
_________ _ J_(d_Baep IhixoaLJ------------

(a) Boes the household have the use of land suitabld for a
garden?
(Yes)
( ) No ( )
(b)
Boes the household have a garden.?
(Yes)
( ) No
(
(c)
Size in acres (or fraction of acre) ________________
(d)
Bid household have a garden last year? Yes ( ) No (
(e)
Give size in acres (or fraction of acre) ___ _______

)
)

12. Size of home farm

(a)

Total number of acres ____ __

(b)

Acres of it rented

(c)

Acres of it owned _________

(d)

Other acres owned ________

(e)

Other acres rented

____

(f)

Total acres rented

___ _

____

Notes:

_______

/

-5-

13.

Forms of Assistance, other than Relief Received., from January 1, 1935 to
December 31, 1935.

TYPE
(a) Crop and Livestock Loans
(Farm Credit Administration)
(b) Advances on Commodities
(Gdmmodity Credit Cornoration)
(c) Payments for crop reduction
(Agricultural Adjustment Adm.)
1. Wheat
2. Cotton
3. Tobacco
4. Corn____________________________
5. Hogs
6. Other (Specify)
(d) Government purchases <bf live
stock (in drought area)
(e) Civilian Conservation Corns
(f) Civil Works Employment
(g) Veterans' Compensation & Pensions
(including loans on adjusted com
pensation certificates)
(h) Old-a/re relief
(i) Mothers' relief or pension
(j) Other .(.Specify).

MONTH WHEN RECEIVED

r

.......... - -

AMOUNT

-

(a)Was household, known to any type of relief agency "before Jan. 1, 1930?
Yes
(
) Agency
No (
) Not ascertainable (
)
(b)Did household, receive any relief during:
(Yes, No, or N.A.)
1930
Agency ___ _______________
1933 _____ Agency ___________________
1931 ____ Agency__ _________________ 1934 _____ Agency ___________________
1932
Agency
1935
Agency

(c) Value of relief received during December, 1935.
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Direct relief
$ __________
Work relief
$
J
Rehabilitation goods$ _______
g
Total relief
$ _______
g
Supplemental relief (Surplus Commodities) Estimated value $g

-6Fersonal and. Family History.
Occupation of husband's father _________ __ Place of birth_____________ F.V.T.C.

Occupation of wife's father ____________ __ Place of birth_____________ F. V. T. C.
Flace of birth of husband ______________ __ F.V.T.C.

16-

Wife_____________ F.V.T.C.

Children away from home.

Sex

Birthplace

Age

P.O.

State FVTC

Occupation

Residence

Education
in Years

P.O.

State

FVTC

D.S._____________________________________
D.S. ___ ____________________ ____________

D.S. ____ _ _________________ ____________
D.S._____________________________________

D.S._____________________________________
D.S._____________________________________
D.S._____________________________________

D.S.____________________________________
17.

Housing;
1.
2.
3.
4.

Number of rooms ____________ .
Type of stove ______________ .
Source of drinking water __________ .
Note any other striking features
or important characteristics of
the house ___________ ___________

5. Check
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
______
_____
______
_____

if hone has:
Modern bathroom
Running water
Electricity
Electric washing machine
Screened porch
Screened windows
Glass windows
Radio
Telephone
Daily paper
Weekly paper
Sewing machine
Electric refrigerator
j
Ice box
a
Phonograph
a

-718.

rood Produced and Consumed, “between January 1, 1935 and. December 31, 1935.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Cornmeal (lbs.)
___ ____ .
Syrup (gals.)
___ ____ .
Poultry (no.)
___
.
Pork (Live wt. lbs.)
____ .
Beef (Live wt. lbs.)
.
Veal (Live wt. lbs.)
Mutton(Live wt. lbs.)
.
Milk (gals.)
Butter (lbs.)
.
Eggs (doz.)

11. Irish Potatoes (bu.) ________
12. Sweet Potatoes (bu.) ________ _____ •
13. Lard (lbs.)
•
14. Vegetables (List)
Amount
Names
Amount
Names
Used
Used
e.
a.
f.
b.
c.
g.
h.
d.

19. Expenditures between January 1, 1935 and. December 31, 1935.
1.
2.
3.

4.
6.
7.
8.
9.
11.
12.

Farm:

(Seed, feed, livestock, labor, machinery, repairs, taxes, etc.)

Investment:
(Insurance, interest, payments on debts, purchase of land,
additional livestock, otc.)______________ __ _______ __________________
Expenses for upkeep of household:
(Building, painting, repairs, furniture,
bedding, utensils, musical instruments, electricity, fuel, insurance on
house, etc.) _____________________
_____________ _ _________ _________
Food purchased:_______________________ 5. Clothing: _____________________
Health;
(Doctor, medicine, hospital, births, deaths, etc.) ____________
Education:
(Papers, books, tuition, music lessons, etc.) ___ __________
Automobile:
(License, gas, oil, repairs, etc.) __ ______________________
Church:
10.Recreation:
(Movies, dances, etc.)
Personal and other
.
Total expenditures
.

20. What was your annual income in 1928?
21. Why did you need relief assistance?

22.

In 1930?

_____ _____________________________________

How much money (cash) per year would you need to make at your usual occupations
to be able to get along without relief assistance?

23. When did you or your ancestors move to this community ?
24. Where did you (or they) come from? ______________________________________________

25. Under what circumstances would you be willing to move to another community? __

- 8 -

26.

Income from January 1, 1935 to December 31, 1935.

Value
Sales

Product

Corn
6
Cotton___________ __ ______ _____
Cane ____________________ _______
Other crops _____________ _ ______
Hay ___________________ —------Potatoes, Sweet _____ ___________
Potatoes, Irish ________ ________
Truck __________________ _ _______
Pruit __________________ __ ______

Beef cattle ____________ __ _____

Hogs _____________________ _______
Dairy products _________ __ _____
Dairy cows _______________ ______
Young dairy
cattle _______________ _ ______
Poultry
.
______
Eggs ____________________________

Sheep ___________________ _______
Goats _____________________
.
Wool _______________________

Labor

Cash
Income

On other farms _____________________
In logging _________________________
In lumber mills ____________________
Other work in lumber
industry____ _______________________
As a thresher ______________________
On the road _________________________
In town __________________________ __
Benefit payments:
Cotton __________________
Corn ____________________
Hogs ____________________
Seed loan ___________________________
Oat loan ___________________________
Work relief ________________________
Direct relief ______________________
C.C.C. Camp s ,
___________________
Rehabilitation advances
Children's wages ___________________
Boarders kept ______________________
All other labor ____________________
Fann rentals _ ______________________
Other real prop.
(not income only __________
Stocks and bonds _________
Coop, dividends ____________________

Service fees______________ ______
Condemned _______________________

Other enterprises

Legacies,
gifts —--------- -—Salo of_ moss
----- ----------L
Hunting products---------------- Insurance
----------- ------Fishing
"
------- --------Frogging ----- ------ --- —— ----

m
t
.
* _______ _—-------Total
sales
$

Total cash $----------- ------------

Total income ________

Explain differences:

_______

Total expenditures -------- -----Diff, plus or minus

Remarks:

-------

________ ________________________________________

.

____________

24.

Fraternal Organization:
Do you belong to a benevolent society?V7hat kind?
Dues paid

25.

Nature of society

Trade:
Where do you buy groceries?Work clothes?
Dress clothes?Drugs?Do you ever trade in

towns or cities outside the parish? If so, ..here and to

what extent?_____________ ___________________

26*

How many children in the present marriage union have died?
The date of death and age at death, respectively, of these children are as

follows: (1) 19___ ,

(4)

19___ ,

(7) 19__ ,

years; (<5) 19___ ,

___ years; (b) 19___ ,

yeu-s;

years;

(o) 19___ ,

(8) 19___ ,

__ years;

years; (6) 19___ ,

___

years;

yea. s.

How many of above children were born of a marriage union previous to the pre

sent one?•
Table on page I.

Underline the names and line numbers of these children in

biography
Vernon J. Parenton was born at Plattenville, Assumption Parish,
Louisiana, June 1, 1908.

He received his grammar school education

in the Plattenville school.

While doing part-time work he attended,

intermittently, the consolidated high school at Napoleonville, for

two and one-half years, after whichhe resigned to accept full-time

employment.
In October, 1952, he secured employment at Louisiana State

University which enabled him to register for class work.

He received

his Bachelor of Arts degree on June 1, 1936, and began graduate work

in sociology in the summer of that year.

From February through June,

1957, he was employed as a field worker by the United States Department
of Agriculture and the Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Stations.
July 1, 1937, he was appointed assistant in rural sociology on the

Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Stations staff, the position at

which he is now employed.
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